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THE TEACHINGS

The Quran and the Uospels coni-
pared.

(Translated from the Noah’s Ark).
——SESHeSe—

Tae Quran is a book in comparison with which all other
guidances offered to mankind are of no account. The teachings of
the Gospels were inspired by the spirit which descended like a
dove, a feeble bird which can be seized and devoured even by an
animal like cat, which is itself proverbial for its weakness. This is
the reason why the Christians gradually fell into the pit of weak-
ness and are now utberly devoid of spirituality. They placed their
faith in a dove and are, therefore, undone. But the Spirit of God
which brought the Holy Quran appeared in a majestic semblance and
filled. the whole space between earth and heavens. What a fine
contrast between the two semblances of the Holy Ghost represent-
ing the Gospels and the Holy Quran respectively, a poor dove on the
one hand and a grand and awful semblance on the other. If there
are no outward and inward obstacles, the Holy Quran can purify a
man within a week. If you do not flee it, it can make you
like the prophets. There is no other book on the face of the earth
which teaches its followers the excellent and hopeful prayer which
the Holy Quran has taught in the very beginning. It tells them
to pray for all the blessings which were granted before them to
other people, to the prophets and messengers of God, to the faithful,
the martyrs and the righteous. Let your enterprise be great, and
do not reject that which the Holy Quran holds out to you, forit
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offers you the rich blessings of God which were granted to the
righteous before you. Has it not given you the kingdom of the
Israelites and their holy temple ? Do you doubt then, ye of little
faith and low spirits, that it is not able to bestow upon you the
spiritual benefits which were granted to the Israelites when it has
made you the masters of all their temporal blessings? Nay, doubt
not, for Almighty God has far higher blessings in store for you.
He has made you inherit their spiritual and temporal kingdoms,
but from your hands these shall not pass away into those of another
people until the day of judgment comes. He shall never withhold from
you the blessings of revelation and inspiration and of being spoken
tu by God, but shall confer on you all those Divine blessings which
He bestowed upon any people before you. But if any one makes a
daring fabrication against God and says that he receives the Divine
rovelation when he does not receive it, or that God has spoken to
him when He has not spoken, I call God and His angels to witness
that he shall perish, for he has spoken a lie against God and been
insolent and presumptuous towards Him. Be ye afraid, there-
fore, for the curse of God is upon thuse who fabricate visions and
revelations. They think that there is no God, but the punishment
of God shall overtake them and their evil day lies in wait for them.
Let your footsteps be guided by truth and sincerity and by righte-
ousness and love of God, and let this be the aim and object of your
life. The Word of God shall then descend upon whomsoever of
you He will. But do not make it the desire of your heart lest
seeing your desire, the devil should tempt you and bring you to
destruction. The service and worship of your Master should be
your sole concern, and you must be engaged with all your faculties
in keeping His commandments. Let your desire be to rise higher
in certainty, not that you may be called inspired ones, but that you
may be saved.

The Holy Quran has prescribed many holy commandmenta for
you, one of which is that you should not set up with God other
gods, for those who set up gods with God, never find their way to
the fountain of salvation. Do not speak a lie, for lying is also a
shirk (setting up gods with God). It has been said in the Gospels
that you should not look on a strange woman to lust after her, and
that you may do so otherwise, but the Holy Quran says to you
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that you should not look at strange women at all, neither with a

good intention nor with a bad intention, for on such occasions a man

is apt to stumble. The Quran enjoins upon you that you should -
cast down your looks when you meet a woman, and that you should

not see her features except in so far as is unavoidable and that with

a dim sight.

It has been said in the Gospels that you should not drink to
excess, but the Holy Quran says to you that you should not drink
wine at all, for if you do, you shall not find the way of God, nor
will He speak to you, nor purge your hearts of impurities. It tells
you that wine is the innovation of Satan, and that therefore you
should shun it.

It has been said in the Gospels that you should not be angry
with your brother without a cause, but the Holy Quran says to you
that you should nof only suppress your own anger but also act upon
Soa ;o) U ) 4 ) 43 and advise others to suppress their anger, and that
you should not only be merciful yourselves but should also advise
your brethren to show mercy to others.

It hasbeen said in the Gospels that you should not put away
your wife saving for the cause of fornication and should suffer
every other impurity to which she yields, but the Holy Quran
says to you: mshl) s uk)) «Good women only are tor good
men.” It tells you that the pure and the impure cannot live to-
gether. If, therefore, any one's wife is not guilty of actual forni-
cation but looks to lust on other men or yields to their embraces
and goes through the preliminaries of fornication, though she may
not have committed fornication actually, and discloses to others the
parts of her body which should be concealed, and is a mischievous
woman, and hates the holy God who is your Lord, he should divorce
her if she persists in her evil ways and does not repent of wicked-
ness. She separates herself from her husband and is not flesh of
his flesh, therefore it is not permitted him to live with her like a
contented cuckold. She becomes like the flesh which is corrupt and
rotten, and must be cut off, lest if allowed to remain, it should

corrupt the whole body and cause death.

It has been said in the Gospels that you should not swear at
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all, but the Holy Quran prohibits you only from vain swearing, for
in some cases it i8 mnecessary to administer an oath to come to a
decision. Almighty God does not wish to annihilate the means of
proof, for it is His wisdom that has brought them about. It is
natural that when there is no witness in a case, Almighty God
should be called to witness.

It has been said in the Gospels that yon shounld not resist evil in
any case, but the Holy Quran does not like, the Gospels, teach you
unconditional non-resistance of evil on every occasion. It says
to you:dl) Jeoyats phoj, e yod lelde Elpw &g s) i “The
recompense of evil is only evil proportionate thereto, but if a
porson forgives under circnmstances when his forgiveness without
causing any harm is likely to lvad to a beneficial result and
render matters better,God shall be ploased with him and shall give
him his roward.” The Holy Quran neither justifies strict vengeance
nor does it commend unconditional forgiveness en all occasions,
It requires us to consider and weigh tho circumstances of each case
and adopt the course which is conducive to good. We should not
punish or forgive in obedience to our impulses, but must exercise
our judgment and act according to tho propriety of the occasion,

It has been said in the Gospels that you should love your enemies,
but the Holy Quran says to you that you should have no enemies in
obedience to your own desires, and that your sympathy should extend
to all. Your enemies are only such as are the enemies of your God,
your Prophet and the Word of God. Invite even these to the right
path and pray for them. To the individuals you should bear no en-
mity, but hate their evil deeds. Let all your efforts be to reclaim
thess men and make them mend their ways. Thus it says alU) o)
JJRJ] o)y o bua V) g Jou b)ﬂ’ L ¢ Almighty God commands
you to do justice, i.e., good for good, and further, to do good even to
those who have done no good to you, and last of all to sympathise
with your fellow-beings with the kindness of kindred, with the
kindness of 2 mother towards her child, for instance.”” The person
who does goodness to another is apt to remind him sometimes of the
favor, and there sometimes lies hidden under it a sort of vanity.
But when goodness proceeds out of a natural desire for sympathy,
no such infirmity accompanies it. This is, therefore, the highest
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stage of goodness. This verse, moreover, calls attention to our
duties to the Creator. In connection with this part of our duties
’adl or justice is that as a .recompense for the numerous blessings
which He has bestowed upon us, we should obey His command-
ments ; thsan or goodness consists in believing in Him with such
& certainty as if we were actually seeing Him; and ita-i-zilqurba or
goodness out of a natural desire is that He should be worshipped
and obeyed neither for love of paradise nor for fear of hell, but
even if the abodes of bliss and torture were supposed to be non-
existent, there should still be the same passionate love for Him, and
the same complete submission to His will.

It has been said in the Gospels that you should bless them that
curse you, but the Holy Quran says to you that you should not bless
or curse anyone out of your own desire, but first consult your heart
which is the habitation of the glorious manifestations of Divinity, as
to the manner in which you should deal with such a person, and act
according to the guidance of the voice of God that speaks within
you. If you find that such a person is not cursed upon heaven, you
- must sympathise with him, lest in cursing him you oppose the
will of God. But if the dictates of your conscience lead you to the
conclusion that he is not excusable, you should not bless him, as no
prophet of God has ever blessed Satan or declared him to be free
from curse. But you must not be rash in cursing any body, for
many suspicions are false and many curses fall back on a man’s own
head. Look before you leap and take good care before you do a
thing. Seek assistance from God for you are blind. Do not
proceed to do a thing in obedience to your desires, lest you should
charge the just with iniquity and a man of truth with lying, and
thus offend your God and bring to naught the good that you have
done.

It has been said in the Gospels that you should not do your
good deeds before men to be seen of them, but the Holy Quran says
to you that you should neither do all your good deeds in public nor
all in secret. When you consider it profitable to your own-self to
do a deed in secret, you must do it in secret. But when you consi-
der it beneficial to the public to do a deed in public, you must do it
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before men that they may see you, and be thus incited to follow your
example and do good deeds like you. Your reward shall be double
in such a cas,e for in addition to the goodness you have done, you
will thus enable those who are infirm and have not the courage to
do a good deed, to follow your example and do the good which they
have seen you doing. In short, Almighty God has Himself expres-
sed the wisdom of the words & Ue 3] g (i.e., you must give your
alms in secret as well as before men), and indicated plainly that
you should incite people to good deeds not only by your words and
preaching, but also by your practice and example, for example is
far more efficacious than precept in most cases.

It has been said in the Gospels that when you pray, you should
go into your closet, but the Quran says to you that you should not
slways pray in secret, but occasionally you must pray openly before
men and in the congregations of your brethren so that when your
prayer is accepted, it may increase the faith of your brethren, and
also that your example may lead others to pray to God.

The Gospels praise those who are poor, meek and lowly, as well
a8 those who are persecuted and resist not the evil, but the Holy Quran
says to you that humility, meekness and non-resistance of evil are,
no doubt, commendable virtues, but if displayed on the wrong occa-
sion, these are evils, Your good deeds, therefore, should be marked
by the propriety of the occasion, for every virtue degenerates into a
vice if not shown on the proper occasion. Rain is beneficial if jt
comes in time, but untimely rain is productive of loss. Mildnegs
and severity, forgiveness and retaliation, blessing and cursing, and
all other moral actions must be resorted to as the occasion arises
for them. Be meek and humble but show not meekness or humility
out of place. The Holy Quran, moreover, teaches you that trul y
excellent moral qualities, not leavened with the poison of selfish
desires, are only the gift of the holy spirit from above. You cannog
acquire them by your endeavours until they are bestowed upon you
from heaven. Anyone who claims morality independenily of the
heavenly gift granted through the holy ghost, puts forward a false
claim. There is mud and dirt beneath the surface of his water,
which come up upon the slightest agitation caused by selfish pas-
sions. Seek assistance from God every moment that your water
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may be cleansed from this mud and purified by means of the holy
spirit. True and pure morality is & miracle of the righteous, in
which the evil-doers have no share, for those who are not devoted
to God, are not granted power from om high, and it is impossible that
they should at any time acquire high moral qualities. Purify yonr
connections with God. Give up vain mockery, derision, vengeance,
obscene language, avarice, lying, wickedness, evil glances, worldly-
mindedness, vanity, disdain, self-approbation and all other iniquities,
and you will get the assistance of heaven which will invest you with
true morals. Unless you get the power from above which can draw
you up, and unless the holy spirit enters into you which gives life,
you are weak and groping in darkness. Up to that time you are
dead and there is no life in you. In this state you can neither with-
stand any adversity, nor can you save yourselves from vanity and
pride if you are in well-to-do circumstances, and are under the
control of Satan and your carnal desires. Your deliverance cannot
be effected except the holy spirit which comes from your God,
should turn your faces to virtue and righteousness. Make yourselves
the sons of heaven, not the children of earth, and be the inheritors of
light, not the lovers of darkness, that you may be safe from the
ways of Satan, for Satan comes out in the night and cannot venture
to make his appearance in the day. He is the old thief who walks
in darkness.

THE PRA;YERS

The Quran and the Gospels

compared.
(From the Noah's Ark)

THE most well-known prayer taught by the Gospels is that
known es the Lord’s prayer, which runs as follows:—

“Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven,
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, a.s
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wo forgive our debtors. And lead us mnot into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever. Amen.” But the holiness of God is not
declared upon heaven only as the Gospel prayer assumes. The Holy
Quran asserts in plain words : 2 Ses=u £ ¥) 6“2 o® o)y “There is
nothing but celebrates the praise of God and declares His holiness,”
and again 3, NP lfo)c'.»)wl)us Lo al) pawy ¢ All that is in
the heavens and all that is on the earth, uttereth the praise of
God.” Therefore the heavens and the earth and all that is therein,
utter the praise of God and declare His holiness. The mountains,
the rivers, the treos and many righteous men are all engaged in
sanctifying the Lord. As for those whose hearts and iongues are
not engaged in uttering His praise, and who do not willingly submit
to His will, they are made to yield to the decree of heaven by
sore torments and tortures. Whatever has been said of the angels
as to their complete submission to the Divine will, has alse heen
said of overything upon carth in the Holy Quran. No leaf falls
and no straw moves without His permission. No medicine can
effoct a cure and no food can sustain a man except there is a
decree from heaven to that effect. With entire submission and
complete passiveness, everything attends to heavenly orders and
bears obedience to the docree of God. Kvery particle of matter,
every drop of water, every leaf of plants, and every faculty of
a living being, recognises the creator, bears obedience to Him,
utters His praise and declares His holiness. Therefore, the Word
of God has declared that as the name of God is hallowed and
praised upon heaven, so it is also upon earth. No one endowed
with a true knowledge of God can utter the words taught by the
Gospel prayer.

The truth is that of the things upon earth, some do not bear
obedience to the Laws of God as revealed in His Word, but .submit
only to the decree of heaven, while others are engaged in the service
of both. Karth, air and clouds are continually engaged in declaring
His sanctity. If a person rebels against the Laws of religion, he
is still under the yoke of the decree of heaven. A person may not
sabmit to the authority of the law but he cannot shake off the autho-
risy of heavenly decree. Itis true that with regard to the probity
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and improbity of human hearts, remissness and righteousness gain
the supremacy alternately, but this process is not carried on inde-
pendently of the will of God. The alternate cycles of the supremacy
of virtue and vice recur in cbedience to the will of God like the
revolutions of day and night. Notwithstanding this everything
hears the voice of God and declares His holiness.

Why does the Gospel then declare the earth to be devoid of
the holiness of God ? The reason may be inferred from the follow-
ing words of the same prayer. It is there stated that the kingdom
of God has not yet come upon earth, and it is, therefore, owing to tho
absence of His kingdom and not to any other reason, that Ilis will
is not done upon 2arth as it is done in heaven. But the Holy
Quran rejects this teaching as false and pernicious, It declares
in plain words that no murderer, thief, adulterer, unbeliever,
transgressor, rebel or criminal can comniit any evil or do any iniquity
upon earth until power is given to him from heaven. Ilow can it
be said then that the Kingdom of God has not yet been established
upon earth 2 Is there any ovpponent of God who has established
his dominion upon earth and who can prevent the orders that are
issued from heaven from being carrvied into effeet ? Hallowed and
praised be the name of God; there is none who can resist tho sxocu-
tion of heavenly orders. God Himself made one law for the angels
upon heaven, and another for mankind upon earth. e has mnot
given the angels any authority in His heavenly kingdom but has
implanted obedience in their very mnature. They have no choico
in the matter, nor is there inadvertence or forgetfulness in their
disposition. But human nature is very different from the angelic
nature, having choice in every matter. But as the choice has been
given to it from above, therefore the mere existence of a person
who disobeys the commandments of the Law, does not deprive God
of His Kingdom upon earth, as this is only a different manifestation
of God's Kingdom. It is asingle kingdom, but two different classes
of God’s creatures are governed by two different laws that prevail
in it. The first law is that which prevails in the angelic world and
by it the angels have not been granted the power of doing evil,
The second law is that prevailing among the mortals by which they
have the choice to do good or evil. It does not cease, howeyer,
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to be & Divine law for that reason. If men seek sassistance from
God, or in other words resort to istighfar, they can overcome their
weaknesses and remain sinless with the assistance of the holy
spirit, like the prophets of God. But if they have already com-
mitted sins, {stighfar protects them from the consequences of sin,
1.¢., punishment, for darkness is dispelled with the entrance of
light. The evil-doers who do not resort to istighfar, i.e., do not seek
the assistance of God, suffer the punishment they deserve for their
evil deeds. Even in these days the plague has appeared asa
pfmishment for the evil-doers, and is bringing those to nanght who
disobey God. How can a reasobable man hold then that God’s
Kingdom is not upon earth ?

It is no objection to the presence of God's Kingdom upon
earth that ovil is done there, for evil also prevails in obedience to
the decree of heaven. Even those who break the commandments
of Law, cannot infringe the decree of heaven. Who can say then
that the evil-doers are not under the yoko of the Kingdom of God ?
¥ven varthly Governments are not said to be abolished when crimes
are committed within their dominions. Thefts and murders are
committed, properties are misappropriited and drunkards and
prostitutes are increasing within British India, yet no sane person
will allege that this is because of the absence of the British Gov-
ernment in this country. The leniency of the laws of Government
and not its absence is the reason of the prevalence of evil. If it
were to make its laws more stringent and rigorous, much of the
crime would thereby be stopped. If an earthly government which
bears no comparison to the heavenly Government, can thus diminish
crime, how much more will the latter be able to reduce it on account
of its extraordinary power and strength. If the laws of the King-
dom of God wers made severer, 8o that every adulterer were to be
consumed with lightning, every thief have his limbs crippled, and
everyone who rebels against God and His faith were to perish
instantly with plague, the whole world would become righteouns
before a week elapsed. But on acconnt of the lenience of heavenly
laws, the evil-doers are not overtaken immediately on the commis-
sion of their evil deeds. Still punishments are inflicted, earth-
quakes, lightnings and volcances destroy millions of lives, shipa
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go down into the bottom of the ses, railway-trains collide, lofty
buildings fall to the ground under heavy storms, snakes bite, beasts
tear and plagues destroy the evil-doers and not one but a thousand
doors of destruction are open by which punishment is inflicted upon
the transgressors. How can it be said in the face of these facts that
the Kingdom of God is not upon earth? The truth is that His
Kingdom is among us, and every sinner is handcuffed and fettered,
but Divine wisdom has made the heavenly laws so 1mnild as not
to make the effect of the handcuffa and fetters immediately visible.
But if a person does not tnrn from the evil course, he is ultimately
led by his evil deeds into hell where he neither dies nor lives.

In short, the Kingdom of God has made two different laws
govorning two different classes of His creatures. The angels havo
been so created as not to be able to sin, but they are also not able
to make an advancement in goodness, and their obedience is due
to their very nature. The law governing human beings gives them
choice to adopt either course. They have the capacity to sin,
but they have also the capacity to make progress in virtue. Both
these laws are unchangeable. An angel cannot be a human being,
nor a human being an angel. The law that prevails on heaven, has
no effect upon earth, nor is the law governing mortals applicable
to angels. If human transgressions end in repentance and a turning
to righteousness, & man is far better than an angel because he
can rise to a higher eminence, and his sins are forgiven him if he
repents. Divine wisdom has so ordained that some human beings
may sin, 80 that having sinned, they may know their own weakness
and be forgiven after repentance.

It is an error that weakness should be attributed to God, for
whatever of evil is witnessed upon earth, is the consequence of
the Divine law relating to human beings. Is God so wenk that
His Kingdom and power and glory are limited only to heaven,
or has any other god established his kingdom upon earth by
adverse possession? There is another reason why the Christians
should not lay any stress upon the point that the Kingdom of God
is only upon heaven and has not come down to earth yet, for they
are now denying the very existence of heaven. If, therefore, His
Kingdom has not yet come upon earth, His Kingdom is nowhere.
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Moreover, we witness the Kingdom of God upon earth. with our
own eyes. According to the laws which He has estabhahed, our
Jives come to & close, our cenditions change, we w.itness Pumerouﬂ
weals and woes, thousands die and a8 many come into existence at
His bidding, our prayers are accepted and heavenly signs manifest-
ed, and the earth brings forth its vegetables, fruits and flowers,
at His word. Iu it not all a clear evidence of the Kingdom of God
upon earth ? In the heavenly bodies we witness no change from
which we may infer the existence of a being who can cause changes.
The earth, on the other hand, shows numerous changes and revolu-
tiong and thus clearly testifies to the person of the powerful and
mighty Boing who is the author of these revolutions and the Creator
and Destroyer of millions ot souls every day. Does not all this prove
that the Kingdom of God is actually present upon earth ?

No reason is stated in the Gospels in support of their assertion
that the Kingdom of God has not come upon earth. Omne fact 18,
no doubt, related in the Gospels, viz., that Jesus prayed the whole
night long for being saved, and his prayer was even accepted as
= statod in Heb. 5: 7, still God was not able to deliver him from
his cnemios. The Christians may count upon this as an argument
for their assertion that tho Kingdom of God had not till then come
upon carth,  But Thave scen greater trials and been delivered.
How can I thon deny the presence upon earth of the Kingdom of
God?  The murder case instituted by Dr. Clarke against we in the
Court of Cap. Douglas was far more sorions than the trivial com-
plaint of the Jews against Jesus based on religious difference and
not on any sorious charge. But since God is the King of earth ag
Ho is the King of heaven, Ho informed me beforehand of the impend-
ing danger und of my ultimate acquittal from the false charge,
Both facts wore published and made known to hundreds of men
and ultimately I was declared faultless. It was the Kingdom of
God that delivered me in this case against the united efforts of
Hindoos, Muhammadans and Christians. Thus have I seen the
Kingdom of God upon earth on numerous occasions, and hence I
believe in the truth of the words of God: oYy ) e ) Se gl
* The Kingdom of God is upon heaven as well as upon earth,” and

9 Y I G 01,11500 )W), i, “In God's hands is
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the sway over all things ; His command when He willeth a thing
is BE and IT I8,” and also ﬁu.LUy}i!]uﬂJ-)A]uh.,,J Ly,
w y+i=s “God is powerful over His will but many people do not
know His power and might.”

In short, this is the prayer taught by the Gospels. It makes
the Christians despair of the mercy of God, emboldens them in the
commission of sin by denying the existence upon earth of the Lord-
ship of God, of His outpourings of mercy and loving-kindness, and of
His judgment of the world, and represents Him as destitute of tho
power of giving assistance to men until His kingdom comes upon
earth. In fair contrast with this is tho prayer taught by Almighty
God to the Muhammadans in the Holy Quran, which teachos that
the Kingdom of God is established upon earth, that His Lordship,
mercy, compassion, and judgment are all in action here, and thut
He has the power to assist His true worshippers and consume tne
workers of iniquity in His wrath. The prayer runs as follows :—

‘-—f(-.’."u:’.d”()-.’.dl""rﬁ“;”u‘b;’"uﬁ‘“’t‘d".-’)‘um”
u»‘i .W,\Jl.é]}ﬂjr‘,.\ltg..ajﬁéx«')jécor“dg

And in corresponding English characters :—
Al-hamdo lillaahi Rabbil-’aalameen
Arrahmaan-irraheem
Maaliki yaum-iddeen
Iyyaaka na’budo wa iyyaaka nasta’een
Ihdina-ssiraat-al-mustaqeem
Siraat-allazeena an’amta ’alaihim
Ghairil maghzoobi ’alaihim wa lazzaalleen.

Aameen.

“ All praises are due to Allah,” i.e., His Kingdom has no defecs
in i, and His goodness is exercised towards all His creatures, and
His attributes are not inactive, *“ who ig Lord of all the worlds; exer-

cisea His mercy towards all His creatures independently of their

deeds, and shows kindness to them when they deserve it; gives
reward and punishment at the appointed hour ; Thee, O God, do we
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worship, and of Thee do we seek assistance ; guide Thou us on the
right path, the path of all Thy blessings ; and keep us away from
the paths of Thy anger and the paths of error. Amen.”

This prayer is the very opposite of the Gospel prayer, because
the latter by asserting that the Kingdom of God has not yet come
upon earth, has plainly denied that the Lordship, mercy, compassion
and power of judgment, of Almighty God are at work in this world.
The Holy Quran, on the other hand, asserts that these very attri-
butes of God are all at work every moment upon this earth. The
idea of kingdom requires that the king should have the power to
maintain his peeple, and this requirement is satisfied in the Divine
attribute of Lordship of the worlds as described in the first verse
of the Fatiha. The second requirement of kingdom is that the king
should out of his royal mercy provide whatever is necessary for his
subjects. The satisfaction of this requirement in the Kingdom of
God upon earth is proved by the working of His attribute 'of
Rahmaniyyat, i.e., morcy in general. The third requirement is that
the king should assist his subjects where their own exertions fail to
accomplish an object. Corresponding to this requirement is the
attribute of God known as Rahimiyyat or compassion. Fourthly,
the king must have the power to reward or punish his subjects
according to their deserts. This requirement in the kingdom of
God upon earth is satisfied by His power to judge as described in
the third verse of the prayer.

Thus the prayer taught by the Quran teaches in plain words
that all the requirements of kingdom are satisfied by the attributes
of God that are momently working upon earth, and thus maintains the
aotual presence of the kingdom of God upon earth. It declares that
every single atom works in obedience to the will of God, and that the
reward and punishment of good and bad deeds are in His hands.
In opposition to this, the Gospels teach that the Kingdom of God
has not yet come upon earth, and therefore teach their followers to
pray that it may come. In other words, the Christian Deity is nos
yot the Lord and King of earth. What reliance can be placed
on, and what good expected from, such a God. Listen to me and bear
in mind that every molecule upon earth is in the same way under the
control of God and the yoke of His kingdom ss heaven with all
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its hosts, and like the heaven the earth is also a scene of the grand
manifestations of Divine power. But heaven with all that is in it has
pever been seen by common mortels, and, therefore, the presence of
God’s kingdom upon heaven is simply & matter of faith, But the
manifestations of Divine glory upon earth, are daily and hourly wit-
nessed by everybody. The richest man is obliged to drink the fatal
cup against his wishes, and when the decree of death is issued from
heaven, no earthly power can delay its execution for the twinkling of
an eye. .An incurable disease affects the body and no medical help
can avail. Is it not a clear proof of the glorious presence of the
kingdom of God upon earth that His orders are absolute and unavoid-
able ? Even now the decree of God has shaken the foundations of the
earth with plague, that it may be a sign of the truth of the Promised
Messiah, and no one has the power to take away the calamity which
heaven has ordained. How can it be said then that the Kingdom of
God has not yet come upon earth? An evil-doer leads his life upon
the carth like a priéoner and his ambition is that he should live for
ever, but the Kingdom of God overtakes him in his iniquitics and
brings bim to ruin. Doesit not show that the Kingdom of God is
upon earth # Millions of human beings die and as many come into
existence under the unavoidable decree of heaven. A thousand are
hurled down from the highest pitch of prosperity into the depths of
misery ard degradation and an equal number raised from adverse
circumstances to prosperity in obedience to His will. But the Gospels
still deny the Kingdom of God upon earth. Upon the heavens live the
angels only but the earth has upon it not only men, but also aungels
who execute His orders, and are the ministers of His Kingdom and
guardians over the affairs of men and act in obedience to the com-
mandments of God. The truth is that Almighty God is best known
from His Kingdom upon earth, for the secrets of heaven are hidden
from man’s eyes. i

The denial of God’s Kingdom upon earth is the more pernicious in
this age of the advancement of science, for the scientific men among
the Christians do not believo in heaven at all. Thus the Gospels have
robbed God of His Kingdom upon earth and the Christians have
rejected the idea of His Kingdom upon heaven, and, therefore, accord-
ing to the modern Christian belief, Almighty God loses both His King-



( 480 )

dom upon heaven and His Kingdom upon earth. The Holy Quran,
on the other hand, recognises God a8 peled ) o ) or the Jiord and
King of all the worlds, and, therefors, recognises the presence of His
Kingdom over all His creation, as Hia attributea of Lordship, mercy,
compassion and judgment are acting everywhere, It should also be
remembered that in describing God 8s 3 o} ) p s, $ee., “King of
the day of judgment,” the Holy Quran does not mean that His power
of judgment shall be only exercised on the day of Resurrection. On
the other hand, it has plainly indicated and repeatedly asserted that
rewards and punishments are momently given in this world, and that
the Resurrection is the time of & universal judgment, as is indicated
in the verse U Us ,5 ‘,!J Sz 5

Again, the highest aim of the Gospel prayer is to beg the daily
bread, as it says: “ Give us this day our daily bread.” Butit is
wonderful that the Christians should go to beg their bread from the
person whose kingdom has not yet come upon the earth. How can he
give them bread when fields of corn and fruitful gardens do not grow
and ripen nor does rain fall at his bidding. The request for bread
should have been made to him when his kingdom had been established
upon earth. The prayer further says:  Forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors.” But it is not stated how men owe any debt to
such & God. His kingdom has not yet come upon earth, and His wor-
shippers are not, therefore, indebted to Him in the least and what is
the need of praying to such an empty-handed God for the forgiveness
of debts ? Nor is there any reason to fear Him, for His Kingdom has
not yet come upon earth and, therefore, he cannot even inspire with
awe the hearts of those who live upon earth. He bas not the power
to punish an evil-doer, or destroy & disobedient people with plague
a8 he did in the time of Moses, or bring them to ruin with earthquake,
or lightning or send down any other punishment upon a rebellious
generation, for His kingdom has not yet come upon earth. Since,
therefore, the Christian Deity is as powerless and shorn of his glory
a8 was his son, and is equally bereft of his kingdom, it is simply
useless to address any supplications to:him. How can he forgive any
debt When he never lent it as his kingdom never came upon earth?
He is not the king and the ruler of earth, his orders are not executed
thereinand the worldly blessings are mot his good gifts. He has,
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therefore, neithcer the right nor the power to punish. To take such
a weak being for one’s Deity and then to expect that he can do aught
for or against one, is the very height of absurdity. But the Quranic
prayer first describes the powers of God, His Lordship over ail the
worlds, His mercy, His compassion and His judgment of the world,
and then addresses its supplication to this God of power and mercy.
The prayer taught by the Quran does not, like the Gospel prayer, set
before itself the low object of daily bread. Its aim is the highest
to which man can aspire, and instead of the crumbs of bread, it asks
for the water of life which can quench the thivst of the soul. It
teaches the Muslims to pray for all the heavenly blessings which have
been granted to the righteous before them. Thusitsays: U os)
ot LAYy pthe @ pdie) |t aple @oai ) (2 31l ) o ailiana) ) b ) pa )
%O Lord! who possessest all these perfect attributes and supportest
all creation with Thy Lordship, mercy, compassion and judgment,
make us heirs to all the blessings which were granted by Thee to
the righteous before us, and bestow upon wus all the favors which
Thou bestowedst on the righteous formerly, and mske us not of those
who on account of their disobedience to Thee have been the objects
of Thy wrath, and those who went astray for not having received Thy
assistance.”

Thus there is an important difference between the Gospel and the
Quranic prayers. The former only gives a promise that the Kingdom
of God shall come among its followers at some future time, but the
latter not only declares the promise fulfilled and the Kingdom of God
as actually established, but also shows that the blessings of the king-
dom are actually granted to those who follow its teachings. The
Quran offers a God who is the deliverer and saviour of the righteous
in this very world, who endows every soul with His gifts and blessings,
and whose Lordship, mercy, compassion, and judgment extend to
all, but the Gospels preach a God whose kingdom has not yet come
upon earth, and is only expected to come at some future moment.
The one gives a promise and the other fulfils it. Which of these
two should. be followed, every intelligent person can easily decide
for himself.

The prayer taught by the Holy Quran in its opening chapter has
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another eminent distinction over the Gaspel prayet, viz:, it reveals &
grand prophecy. The concluding verses of the Sura put the following
prayer in the worshipper’s mouth : “Almighty God! make us heirs
to the righteous and the prophets and apostles that went before us,
and bestow upon us all the favors and blessings which Thou didst
bestow upon them; All-powerful Lord! number us not with the
people whom thy wrath consumed even in this world, i.e., the Jews
who denied Jesus Christ and perished With the plague, nor make us of
those who were not led by Thy guidance and who having departed from
the right path went astray, i.c., the Christians.”” The prayer in fact
reveals a secret of the future, viz., that among the Muslims there shall
be people who on account of their perfect righteousness and purity
of soul, shall become heirs to the former prophets and shall find the
blessings of prophecy and apostleship,and that there shall be others who
shall inherit the Jewish characteristics and upon whom Divine punish-
ment shall descend in this very life, and yet others who shall don
the garments of Christianity. It is a law which the Word of Ged
has continually followed that whenever He has prohibited a people
from adopting a particular course, He has done so with the knowledge
that some of them shall break the law, while others shall keep it
on account of their good nature. All the Divine books disclose this
law in the positive and negative precepte which have been preached
to a people through them. Keeping in mind this rule of interpre-
tation in the Word of God, it will be éasy to see that the verse quoted
above, reveals a clear prophecy to the effect that some individuals
from among the Muslims shall be perfect images of the former
prophets in accordance with the words rg;lt weoti) 33 ) b) o, that
another part shall resemble the Jews whom Jesus cursed and
Divine punishment overtook in this very life, fulfilling the truth of
the words wls & yd2el) 42, and that & third portion shall adopt the
evils of Christianity or become Christian, and thus represent the
people who on account of their drunkenness, licentiousness and
transgressions have been deprived of true guidance, this change
being & clear proof of the fulfilment of the prophetie wordas
w¥ L&Y, Now of these three parts of the prophecy, the truth
of the fulfilment of the last two in the present age will be admitted
by all. It is a doctrine of Muslim belief, and the Holy Quran refers
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to the fact in diverse places, that thousands of Muhammadans shal
in the last ages acquire a tomplete resemblance to the Jews. This
settles the fulfilment of one of the two parta. As to the other, it need
hardly be said that thousands of Mubammadans have either openly
avowed their faith in the blood of Jesus or secretly imbibed the evil
influence of Christianity and lead dissolute and licentious lives. Besides
these, there are others who imitate the social habits of the Christians
and hate the injunctions of prayer and fasting and the distinctions
of legality and illegality, With these two classes before us who accord-
ing to the prophecy of the Fatiha have largely inherited the corrupt
Jewish and Christian characteristics, there is no escaping the conclusion
that the third portion of the prophecy must also come to fulfilment,
in other words, there must be individuals among the Muslims who
should attain to the perfection of the righteous men who were the
inspired Jeaders of the Jews and the Christians. The Muhammadans
wmust, indeed, be the worst of all peuple, and not the best as they have
been termed in the Holy Quran, if they are destined to inherit alf
the vices of the corrupt Jewish and Christian systems but nothing
of their original purity. No heavier shock than this could be received
by the Muslims. But the facts are against such a suppositicn. The
Holy Quran where it has hinted at the corruption of the Muhamma-
dans and their resemblance to the Jews and Christians, has also
prophesied that there shall be among them individuals who shall’
inherit all the blessings of the former prophets. When, therefore,
there are thousands who have inherited the vices of the wicked
among the Jews and Christians, there must also be one who should
inherit all the blessings of their righteous leaders.

This promise of granting the heritage of the blessings of the
former prophets to Muslim individuals, is also clearly stated in the
chapter entitled (@ =3 (the prohibition). In the last verse of that
chapter, Almighty God says that some of the Muslims shall be like
Mary who kept the commandments of God and the result was that
the soul of Jesus was breathed into her and she gave birth to Jesus.
This verse indicates that there shall be one among the Muslims who
shall have the characteristics of Mary at first, and then the soul
of Jesus being breathed into that Mary, Jesus shall take birth.
In other words, his characteristics of Mary shall change into the
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‘characteristics of Jesus, as if the former had given birth to
the latter. For this reason he shall be called the son of Mary.
Thus in the revelations recorded in the Barahin-i-Akmadiyya, 1
have been first of all called Mary. On page 241, it is written Jda Qi
¢ Whence hast thou this blessing ; » and again on page 226 %) 3
il ) ¢ 3= ¢ Shake the trunk of the palm-tree towards theé,”
(words spoken of Mary in the Holy Quran). Then on page 406 :
GMJ,CJ) L.fj')"u"kaq; mé-“?")k.w(-.‘_j).) u‘—-;,u-(m]r:!)pli
“ O Mary, enter with thy companions into paradise ; I have breathed
into thee from myself the spirit of truth.” Here the Word of God
calls me the spirit of truth, and the breathing of the spirit into me
is described exactly as in the case of Mary. Metaphorically, the
spirit of truth which was breathed into me, was the soul of Jesus
breathed into Mary. Last of all on page 556 of the same book, occurs
the following revelation : Je L,xj o ) K }) g Kad yio uj’ el
u . 3 :)J “w e J “ N o S . -

W) e f) 3 A pH)Gy Symi) 2 ) “0 Jesus, verily
1 will cause thee to die & natural death, and will take thee up to my-
self, and I will place those who follow thee above those who believe
not in thee, until the day of Resurrection.” Here I have been ex.
pressly called Jesus. This revelation, therefore, shows that the Jesug
the breathing of whose spirit was mentioned on page 496, had beex;

born. For this reason my name is Jesus, son of Mary, for my capacity
of Jesus is an offspring of my capacity as Mary.

This process is in exact accordance with the process of the birth
of a Jesus among the Muslims as related in the Tahrim (prohibition),
There it has been clearly stated that some one from smong the
Muslims shall first be made like Mary and then the soul of Jesus shall
be breathed into him, and after a while his capacity of Mary shall
give birth to his capacity of Jesus, and for this reason he shall
be called Jesus, son of Mary. Thus what had been foretold in the
Quran thirteen centuries before, has now been fulfilled in me. Is
it within the power of a mortal that he should thus pre-arrange al}
things for himself? Was I present when the Holy Quran was being
revealed, so that I could have asked Almighty God to reveal a verse
in it by which I should be made the son of Mary? Was it within
my power to have plotted this & quarter of & century earlier? Could
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-I have first fabricated a revelation calling me Mary, and then another

stating that like the first Mary, the soul of a Jesus had been breathed
into me, and then a third to the effect that from Mary I had heen
changed into Jesus 7 Had this been all my design, how could 1 have
written in the same book where these revelations are recorded that
Jesus, son of Mary, the Israelite prophet, shall again come into the
world ? This wasthe purpose of God, for had He given me this knowledge
then that I was the Jesus, son of Mary, whose advent was expected
and that the first Jesus would not come back, thie argument could
not have carried the weight which it now does. The order of time
in which I received these revelations also discloses deep Divine wis-
dom. It was in the third part of the Barahin-i-Ahmadiyye that I
was called Mary. Then for a period of two years I grew in this
capacity. In the fourth part of that book which came out two years
later, the soul of Jesus was breathed into me metaphorically. And
then after several.months, not exceeding ten, the Word of God ad-
dressed me as Jesus instead of Mary. Although these revelations
are all contained in the Barakin-i-Ahmadiyya, yet God did nos
inform me of this deep secret at that time. I was neither informed
of their deep significance nor of the exquisite order in which they were
revealed to me, and, therefore, along with these revelations, I wrote
down the ordinary Muhammadan belief relating to the second advent
of Jesus. Thisis a standing witness to the truth and Divine origin
of my revelations, for had I contrived them J could not have made
a statement which really contradicted them. But it should be borne
in mind that this statement with respect to Jesus did not form any
part of my revelations but was noted down as & formal belief without
any comment thereupon. I know no secret of the future unless
Almighty God reveals it to me, and Divine wisdom ordained that
I should not be acquainted with the significance of some of my reve-
lations until the fulness of time eame.

In connection with this point, there are other revelations of God
in which the same method is disclosed. One of the verses revealed
after those in which I was addressed as Mary and told of the breathing
of a gpirit into that Mary, runs as follows: ¢ da JIsled)lbsla b
Qin L oai g ) 80 S5 we 3 b e B 8ad)), due., “ The throes
brought Mary to the trunk of & palm ;"  in other words, the ignorant
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masses and their foolish leaders who were destitute of the fruit of
faith, hurled abuses and condemnations at my head, and raised a
storm againsy me ; then did Mary cry out “would that I had died
ere this and been a thing quite forgotten.”” This revelation alludes
to the great agitation and commotion that followed the publication of
my claim, and in which no stone was left unturned to make me
extinct. Other revelationsin relation to this point are: Gl w.da oi
SR e by S ) e K Loy g s e Sy KLy 3
GV ) J P ke 1 po) 8y Ue Baa,yy w WG T dasd) 52 0
o 3 s3ed &35 (s &) ) “The people said : ‘O Mary, thou hast done a detest-
able and accursed deed, which deviates from the path. Not so were
thy father and mother.’ But God shall acquit His servant of these
false charges. And we will assuredly make him a sign to mankind
and a mercy from us, for it is a thing decreed from the very beginning.
This is Isa, son of Mary, concerning whom they doubt, and this is a
statement of truth.”

The words used in these revelations regarding me are the same
as those used in the Holy Quran regarding Mary and her son. Here
Almighty God plainly states that the Jesus whom people consider
illegitimate, is the very Jesus who was promised to them, and whose
advent they expect and it is he who shall be made a sign. This is
the truth as God has said and those only doubt who are deluded by
appearances and do not consider the reality.

It should be borne in mind that w.ei ) o Mb ) po r;ﬁ:imd ) b } po
rv:‘rl‘ is the highest aim of the prayer taught by the Holy Quran.
All that the Christian prayer asks for is bread than which it has na
higher aspiration. But the Holy Quran teaches & man to ask for all
the blessings which have been granted to the righteous servants of God
and to His prophets and messengers. Exactly as the Christians have
been amply provided with bread and the earthly means in acceptance
of the prayer of Jesus, the good and the righteous from among the
Muhammadans, especially the perfect individuals among them, have
been made heirs to the Israelite prophets in answer to the prayer
taught by the Holy Quran. The birth of the Messiah from among
the Muhammadans is the most marked result of the acceptance of
this prayer. Althoygh there bave arisen at times from among the
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Muhammadans good and righteous people who have borne resemblance
to the Israelite prophets, yet these resemblances are not so well
marked out as to be clear to a superficial observer. But the apparent
and striking resemblance which the Muhammadan Messiah bears
to the Israelite Messiah is quite unmistakable even upon a surface
glance, so that it may serve as a clear indication of the resemblance
between the great Mosaic and Muhammadan systems of faith. It
is for this reason that the present Messiah bears a resemblance to the
Messiah of two thousand years in all respects, so much 'so that the
two have undergone similar trials. As Jesus was created by being
breathed into Mary, this Messiah has also in accordance with the
promise given in Sura Tahrim (prohibition) been created out of Mary
by the breath of God. As there was a great public excitement ab
the birth of Jesus and the blind opponents said to Mary : “Thou hast
done a strange thing,” so there was a commotion in my case. The
same reply which was given to Mary’s opponents upon her giving
birth to son, was given to my opponents on my spiritual birth, vie., that
they shall not succeed in their plans against me and that I shall be
made a sign of mercy for all people. As the Jewish priests and
Rabbis most of whom were traditionists, condemned Jesus as an
heretic at the instance of the high priest, I was also declared an
heretic by the priestly class upon a movement led by an advocate
of the traditionists. In fact the two pictures present features of such
a remarkable similarity as if Jesus himself had after nineteen hundred
years come again into the world,

The foundation-stone of this resemblance has been laid by the
hand of God in sending me as the Messiah of Islam at the commence-
ment of the fourteenth century of Hegira and thus making the dis-
tance of time between me and the Holy Prophet similar to the distance
of time between Jesus and Moses, and in showing for me, His mighty
signs which no opponent of mine can show whether Jew, Christian,
Muhammadan or a follower of any other religion. This is the corner-
stone of my Messiahship which has been laid by the hand of God, No
one who tries to break this stone shall ever succeed, but upon whomso-
ever this stone shall fall, it shall crush him to pieces, for both the stone

‘and the hand are God’s. Upon this foundation-stone, another stone
has been laid by the hands of my opponents, for they did to me what
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the Jews had done to the first Messiah. They dragged me into a
Court of Law as those before them dragged the Israelite Messiah,
with the object of bringing destruction upon my head. But the
crime laid to my charge was of & far more serious nature than that
with which Jesus was charged. The charge against Jesus was that
of heresy and, therefore, founded simply on a religious difference.
But I was charged with the abetment of murder. As the Jewish
priests bore witness against Jesus, it was necessary for the resemblance
to be complete in all respects that the Maulvies should have appeared
in evidence against me. This was fulfiled by the appearance of
Maulvi Muhammad Husain of Batala as a witness against me. The
similarity of the proceedings was marked by one difference indeed,
viz., that while Jesus was treated like all other criminals in the
Roman Court of Law, and the priests who condemned him were
granted seats of honor, the order in my case was exactly the reverse,
and the English Magistrate who sat in judgment over me, treated me
with respect. The English Magistrate, Captain W. Douglas, more-
over, showed greater intelligence, moral courage and justice than the
Roman Magistrate who tried Jesus. He showed a praiseworthy
impartiality throughout the case and adhered to the strictest princi-
ples of justice not showing the smallest favor to my prosecutor who
‘was not only his co-religionist but also a respectable preacher of the
Gospel. His example deserves to be followed by all who have similar
responsibilities.

Pilate sadly lacked many of the noble qualities which Captain
W. Douglas displayed in this case. His weak-mindedness brought a
great deal of trouble upon Jesus' head. There is no doubt that at
heart he was a well-wisher of Jesus and his wife who is even recognised
as a Saint in the Church was one of Jesus' disciples, but he was so
fearful of the turbulent Jews, that in spite of all these considerations
he delivered Jesus into the hands of his enemies, notwithstanding that
the crime with which Jesus was charged was very trifling, being simply
based upon a religious difference. He sympathised with Jesus but
fearing lest the Jews should carry out their threat of making a com-
plaint against him to the emperor, he could not pluck up the courage
to deal justly with Jesus. But the Pilate before whom the second
Messiah was brought, showed & praiseworthy strength of mind and
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love of justice. He acted under more unfavorable circumstances than
the first Pilate. The prosecutor was a respectable missionary of his
own religion, and the party prosecuted not only professed a hostile
faith but was also represented to him as the bitterest foe of his
religion. The writings were shown to him which some Christians
foolishly regarded as scurrilous attacks upon Christianity. All means
were tried to excite his religious feelings but he did not swerve for a
‘moment from the path of justice. A little less strong-minded person
could have easily given way to religious prejudice, but the English
-Pilate was not to be moved. He discovered the truth with the light
of his conscience, and Almighty God showed him the reality of
‘the case because his heart was set on finding the truth. He wag
glad that the truth was at least brought to light and no other
considerations could induce him to throw it away like the Roman
Pilate,

The conduct of the two Pilates in the two cases in +which they
“tried the two Messiahs, is marked by anothor striking rescmblance,
When Jesus was brought before Pilate and the priests had ; iven their
evidence against him, Pilate said: “l find no fault in this man.”
Similarly when the Promised Messiah went before the second Pilate
and requested him to grant him time for answering the serivus charge
against him, the magistrate said : “I do not lay any thing to your
charge.” But notwithstanding that the two Pilates had the same
opinion of the two Messiahs, they dealt with them quite differently.
The Roman Magistrate, notwithstanding his consciousnuss of the
guiltlessness of Jesus, delivered him into the hands of his ferocious
enemies for crucifixion. Both he and his wife, being secret disciples
of Jesus, were much grieved at it but he was so weak of mind and
faith that he could not silence the clamour without doing the unjust
deed. Yet even Pilate, though from fear of the Jews, he was unable
to act openly in obedience to the dictates of his conscience and the
requirements of justice, was not quite inactive in procuring Jesus'
escape from the cross. He tried to save him by all secret- means and
his efforts were successful at the very last moment when from severe
pain, Jesus fell into a death-like swoon. It was then that Pilate was able
to assist Jesus without any suspicion on the part of the Jews, and his
guccor at the critical moment saved the life of the first Messiah, The
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(ospels are clear on this point. The prayer of Jesus to be saved from
the aocursed death on the cross had been listened to by God (Heb.
B: 7). Jesus himself had said that no sign but the sign of Jonas shall
be given to the Jews. In other words, as Jonas had entered alive
into the whale’s belly and then come out alive, Jesus was also to enter
alive into the grave, which was impossible without his being taken
down alive from the cross. And when Jesus says : * There shall no sign
be given but the sign of Jonas, the prophet,” he plainly falsifies the
innovation of his ascension. In short, having escaped with his life
from the cross, Jesus left the land of the stubborn Jews for the
Israclites of Cashmere, and in that happy valley he lies buried in the
street of Khan Yar at Srinagar. Pilate’s efforts were thus successful
but in justice we are bound to say that Pilate acted cowardly and
could not from fear of the people act openly according to the dictatea
of his conscience. But the second Pilate staunchly adhered to the
principles of justice and in obedience to the faithful voice of his con-
science, showed not the least favor to the missionaries of his religion.
Neither did he fear any complaint to the highest authority, for he
knew that the Emypress whom he served was a lover of justice. It is
also noteworthy that a thief belonging to the Salvation Army" was
tried on the day that I was acquitted, as there was a thief with the
first Messiah also. But the second thief did not meet the same hard
fate as the first one did. He was not crucified, nor were his bones
broken; he was sentenced only to three months’ imprisonment.

In short, the Fatiha is pregnant with meaning and contains grand
verities and excellent truths which require volumes to be written in
detail. The pithy sentence cadiuwel | b ) ya) ) U 02 ) discloses treasures
of wisdom and knowledge. It is the only key to the attainment of all
objects, temporal as well as spiritual. Unless we walk in the right path,
it is impossible for us to be profitted by a thing or to be acquainted
with its nature. No one can solve the intricate problems that are met
with in all spheres of human activity, in politics, warfare, science,
architecture, medicine, traffic, agriculture and numerous other depart-
ments unless he first sees the right pé.th for their solution. In fact,
nothing is so essential to the attainment of an object or the solution
of a diffienlty as the discovery of the true means and the right path.
Therefare, the true prayer for the attainment of au object or the
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golution of a difficulty is that which seeks the right path, and the dis-
covery thereof is certain to lead one to the desired object.

To seek the right path is thus the first condition of success
for every one who sets before himself any object. And asitisa
necessity in this world, so it is in the next. To love God and to
deserve His love and grace, it has ever been found necessary that the
tight path should be adopted. Itis for this reason that in the beginning
of the second Sura of the Holy Quran, which follows the Fatiha, the
seeker after truth is informed of that path in the words siield . 0o
9iz., that which God has described is the right path for obtaining
Divine blessings. This arrangement of verses suggests that the prayer
for guidance on the right path which was asked in the opening Sura
was accepted in the very next Sura, and the path of guidance pointed
out by God. R

From what has been said above, it is clear that the prayer taughi
by the Holy Quran, calls attention to the importance of seeking the
right path in all affairs, temporal as well as spiritual, and adopting the
nearest course to the attainment of an object. But the person who
begs..for bread in obedience to the prayer taught by the Gospels,
cannot seek the path which leads to Ged. His goal is bread, and that
being found he has no concern with God. This is the reason that the
Christians have wandered away from the right path and fallen into
the shameful error of worshipping a man as their God. We fail to see
the peculiarities of the son of Mary which entitle him to Divinity.
The prophets that went before him such as Moses, Elisha and Elijah,
were far superior to him in working miracles. By Him in whose
hands is my soul, if the son of Mary had been living now, he could
not have done the mighty deeds that I am doing and could not
have shown the signs which I have shown, and he would have
found Almighty God more bounteous to me than to himself. It
even I am so far superior to him, how great must be the excellence
of that noble Prophet whose servant I am. This is the goodness
of God, He bestoweth it upon whom He will. He who is jealous or
envious of the immense goodness bestowed. upon me by God, cannot
profit by his jealousy or envy. He who sets himself against the will of
God, is not only defeated in his purpose but will also have his place with
the wicked after death. Woe to them who set up a weak creature
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as God; and woe to them who accept not the messenger of God. Blessed
is he who recognises me, for I am the last of all God’s ways and the
last of all his lights. He is undone who comes not to me, for where
1 am not, there is all darkness.

THE I'JAZ-I-AHMADI.
(A MIRACLE FOR ALL PEOPLE AND ALL AGES)"
P

THE study of the miracles of different religions presents a vast
field of enquiry and the subject at present does not form any part
of our theme. The miracle to which we wish to draw the attention
of the reader occupies an admittedly unique and eminent place in
the history of miracles. Great as we hold the prophet Moses and
other Israelite prophets including Jesus, we cannot deny the transi-
tory character of their miracles. The turning ef a rod into a
serpent may have benefitted the Jews who witnessed the perform-
ance of the miracle, but to posterity and other people it is no more
than a tale and to doubting minds mnothing but an extravagant
fiction. The miracles related in the New Testament are simply
variations of the Old Testament miracles and in many cases much
inferior to them. The casting out of devils is now laughed at, and
the turning of water into wine deplored by all well-wishers of
humanity. The trick of the mango tree is a far superior perform-
ance to that of causing the fig tree to wither. Jesus’ walking on
the sea is outdone by the trick of floating in the air. His healing
the sick is eclipsed not only by the healing power of the pool at
Siloam and the performances of his opponents from among his
contemporaries, but also by the fact of the prevalence of this
practice among all people in all ages, Dr.Dowie, the pseudapostle
of America, does it as well to-day as Jesus did it two thousand

years ago, and where he fails, he cites the failures of Jesus as a
precedent
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In short, such miracles have various defects. In the first place
they are things of the moment. People who witness them may
wonder for a while but at other times or in the hearts of other
people, they cannot inspire any awe. The scene is transitory and
_ its effect not lasting. The performance over, the wonder vanishes
away or but subsists for a few moments. Secondly, they are mnot
direct evidence of the thing they uphold. There is no direct relation
between the Divine origin of certain words and the performance of
certain wonders equalled in most cases by a showman’s tricks. That
a man is able to change pure water into an intoxicating liquor is
no argument that his words are the Words of God, or that he is
true in some other claim. Such a performance may at the most
lead us to the conclusion that he knows the trick of corrupting
pure water into wine. Thirdly, the evidence supplied by such
miracles is not clear and unequivocal. Showmen’s tricks and per-
formances by sleight of hand have a miraculous appearance to
ordinary observers. There is no plain criterion to test a real miracle
of this kind and to distinguish it from a deceptive appearance.
There is not a single miracle on record which could not be
imitated by legerdemain or bodily training, and there exists a strong
resemblance between such miracles and things not real. Fourthly,
being a thing of the moment, even those who witness such a miracle,
cannot be certain of its reality. It may be simply a delusion or
an ocular or mechanical deception. There is no time fo judge of
its real worth, Before a man begins to reflect upon it, it is over.
Fifthly, such miracles have not the clearness, the lucidity and the
force of an argument at any time after their performance. To cite
them as svidence of the truth of a claim in later ages is to argue in
& cirole, and bring forward one assertion in support of another,
Their own truth must be established with strong evidence and sound
arguments before they are prodnced as evidence of another claim.
Sixthly, the requisite evidence to establish their truth and occurrence
is not generally available. They are witnessed by very few men, and
being momentary performances, their effect does not extend far into
the future. The su pernatural ocourrence of events may be believed
in by those who witness them but others are hardly able to dis-
tinguish them from legends and fictions. The evidence is very meagre;
the witnesses might have been deceived or might have told a lie or
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the narrative may be spurious. Beventhly, such & large mass of
fiction has grown about miracles that for an unbiased critio it is
almost impossible to - sift out facts and discard fiction. Every
religions community has to tell numerouns tales of wonders of its
own saints. But fiction is in every case so inextricably mixed with
fact that the one cannot be separated from the other. Moreover
even where there is fact beneath the surface, it is but an infinj-
tesimal part of the legendary mass.

The credit of introducing a grand miracle free from all these
defects belongs to the Holy Quran and in this it is unique. It
offers a miracle the truth of which every single individual living
at any time, can judge for himself. It is a miracle for all people
and for all time. It moreover bears a direct relatien to that which
it supports. This miracle is described thus in the beginning of the
Holy Quran: o3 )y 153 B Uoue (e W jilen oy, b 3 1y
;JJ,ainrJuts.ugourn{u)m)u)ovnr{,)%&))gobmp
(sj.o.d ))) LU])),&S G )JL’.su uJJ ¢ And if you be in doubt as to the
truth of the revelation which we have sent down to our servant,
then produce a Sura like unto it, and call to your aid all those
besides God upon whose assistance you can count if you are men of

truth. But if you do it not, and by no means shall you be able to do
it, then fear the fire of hell.”” And in another place : wsia] X 3
oy sflia LY )80 Lay) b ) e eid )y al )
(S I o ) &.53"-’ ) )ﬁ@B e rr‘b"‘? “ Say, assuredly if men and jinn
should act in concert to produce the like of the Quran, they would
not be able to produce its like, though they all helped each other.”
This miracle of the Holy Quran lives for ever and is the test of its
truth in all ages. The miracle which heals the sick or restores the
dead to life loses its interest and validity, and in fact dies, with the
death of the person healed or raised, but the Holy Quran lives for
ever and with it its glorious miracle. This noble assertion of its
uniqueness and supernatural origin by the Holy Quran has been
proclaimed for thirteen centuries, and shall tor ever be proclaimed,
from one end of the earth to the other without ever being disputed.
The whole world is and shall for ever be a witness to the truth of
this miracle. It challenges its opponents now to produce its like
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in the same manner as it challenged them in time past. The in-
ability of human faculties to produce its like is a oclear gnd con-
clusive proof of the truth of this miracle, and no other evidence
ig needed to uphold it. This miracle of the Holy Quran is moreover
a direct evidence of its Divine origin, for it is plain that the word
of man cannot be like the Word of God. If, therefore, the sum of
human power is unable to produce the like of the Holy Quran, it
emanates from some higher source. Thus, this miracle of the Holy
Quran establishes the truth of its Divine origin.

As 8 representative and an image of the Holy Prophet, and as his
faithful servant, the Promised Messiah, has been granted the same
undying miracle. It is now about ten years since directed by
Divine revelation he first announced that God had granted him a
miraculous power in the composition of elegent Arabic and that
no Arabic scholar shall ever succeed in producing the like of his
Arabic writings, though all the scholars may join in the undertak-
ing. This challenge has stood undisputed for the last ten years
though it has been repeated with every Arabic production of
the Proaiised Messiah, and though the Arabic scholars in all Muslim
countries have been repeatedly invited to accept it. The same
claim was repeated in the Ijaz-ul-Masih (The Miracle of the
Messiah), & miraculous Arabic commentary on the Fatiha, regarding
which the Promised Messiah wrote that the like of it shall never be
produced though all the scholars of Arabic should gather together
and that any one who attempted its reply shall meet with certain
disgrace and failure. With reluctant silence the opponents, Muham-
madans as well as Christians, have sealed the truth of these words.

Ijaz-i-Ahmadi (The Miracle of Ahmad) is the title of another
book published by the Promised Messiah on' the 16th November
last. This book which contains ninety pages has been written only
in five days. The events which gave rise to its publication rose out
of a public discussionat Mud in the Amritsar district between one
of the disciples of the Promised Messiah and a well-known opponent
The discussion took place on the 29th and 30th of October last and
the report was brought to the Promised Messiah two days after-
wards. The first forty pages of this book are devoted to an

introduction dealing with the arguments of the opponent at the
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above-mentioned discussion, and the rest contains an excellentArabic
poem qegqﬁbing the discussion and containing some prophecies.

The book was accompanied with an announcement of a prize of
Rs. 10,000 to the opponents, if they succeeded in producing its like.
The Promised Messiah, moreover, gave two advantages to his
opponents. In the first place, they were at liberty to act in concert
and to write the poem with the assistance of any Arabic scholar
they chose. Secondly, instead of five days in which the Promised
Mossiah alone wrote the book, he allowed to his adversaries a period
of twenty-five days, and this gave another great facility to hise
opponents. In spite of the facilities, the opponents among whom
are eminent Arabic scholars have conclusively shown by their
silence that the sum of human efforts is unable to produce the like
of the Ijaz-i-Ahkmadi, and, therefore, that its source is Divine and
not human. It is moreover clear that the grand prophecy revealed
in the poem as to the ultimate conversion of Maulvi Muhammad
Husain of Batala, the first and the bitterest opponent of the Ahmad-
iyya movement, and M. Ilahi Bakhsh, Accountant, P.W.D., Lahore,
great opponent, with two others, cannot be ascribed to any amount
another of human foresight, because these opponents have not only
written largely against the Promised Messiah but are even now the
most hostile foes of this heavenly dispensation. To prophesy their
conversion at a time when they are at the height of their enmity, is
the work of no other than Divine wisdom and fore-knowledge.

FRIDATY,
We reproduce below a memorial submitted by the Promised

Messiah to His Excellency the Viceroy in which it has been prayed
for that Friday should be made a whole or a half holiday :—

I, aloyal subject of His Most Gracious Majesty, the King
Emperor of India, beg most respectfully to approach Your Excellency
on the auspicious occasion of the Coronation of His Majesty with an

earnest request involving the interests of the vast Muhammadan
population of the whole of India,

The Muhammadans have no better opportunity for preferring
their humble request than the joyous occasion of the Coronation of
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their King Emperor in their own country. They moreover deeply
feel and are grateful for the honor which on this blessed occasion has
been given to the old Muhammadan capital of India, and see in it a
clear proof of Your Excellency’s special regard for this loyal portion
of His Majesty’s Indian subjects, and, therefore, take this oppor-
tunity of laying before Your Excellency this their humble petition.

Your Excellency’s humble memorialist is the founder of the
woll-known sect of Islam known as the Ahmadiyya Sect. I have
more than a hundred thousand disciples living in different parts of
India and belonging to all ranks of Society. This sect is specially
remarkable for its efforts in uprooting from among the Muham-
madans the notoricus evil custom known as Jehad. I have written
about sixty books and pamphlets with the object of remedying this
great evil.

I am further encouraged to prefer this request to Your
Excellency by the fact that Your Excellency has already shown
your sympathy with Muhammadan religious fecling on more occasions
than one, by restoring to religions use mosques which had been
desecrated and by otherwise showing Your Excellency’s regard tor
these sacred buildings. These tokens of respect for their mosques
have kindled a new hope in Muhammadan breasts and for its
fulfilment they look to Your Excellency alone. Since the advent
of the British rule they have ever locked forward to the occasion
for begging this favor from the Governinent but the absence of a
saitable opportunity alone has kept them back from preferring this
request. They are now fully conscious that if their expectations
are not realised under such a kind and sympathetic Viceroy, and
upon such an auspicious occasion, there is little hope of their being
evor realised afterwards.

The Muhammadans are a people in whose practical life religion
is the most important factor and nothing is calculated to more
attract their hearts or make them overflow with loyalty and
gratitude to the Government than a religions favor bestowed on
them. Therefore the most excellent practical step which the Govern-
ment can take to completely conquer their hearts is to give them a
benefit which affects their religion. And on this auspicious occasion
when every class of the subjects of the British Government expects
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some favor from the Government, the Muhammadans look forward
for a religious favor.

Of all the religions obligations of a Muhammadan, the most
important is prayer, and of all the prayers, none is so essential to be
recited in congregations as the Juma’ prayer. The Juma’ is in fact
the greatest Muhammadan festival. The Holy Quran regards it as
a holiday. A whole chapter of the holy book entitled the Juma’,
has been devoted to it. In that chapter Almighty God commands
the Muhammadans to quit all their worldly affairs when they are
summoned to prayer on Friday, to assemble in mosques and to say
the Juma' prayers with due observance of all the requirements of
she Law. The person whe does not act in obedience to these in-
junctions is regarded by the Holy Quran as guilty of a deadly sin
and slmost outside the circle of Islam. Far more stress has been
laid upon attendance at the Juma® Sermon and the Juma' prayers
than upon the’Id. Itis on account of this importance of the
Juma’ in the Muhammadan faith that Friday has universally been
observed as a holiday among the Muhammadans from the very
earliest time that Islam took its rise. In India, Friday has been
observed as a holiday for about eight hundred years, and on this
account, Patiala and some other Hindoo States observed Juma®
as & holiday until very recent times.

India is largely peopled by three great nations, wvis., Hindooss
Christians and Mohammadans, On account of the observance of
Sunday as a holiday, the first two of these fully enjoy the privilege
of performing their religious ceremonies on their appointed sacred
day, and the Muhammadans are the only considerable class of
people whom this liberty is not allowed ; and strangely enough, of
these three classes the Muhammadans are the only people who have
been expressly enjoined in their sacred scriptures to quit their
wordly affairs and assemble in mosques on a named day, %.., the
Juma’ or Friday.

Besides this importance attached to this day in Muhammadan
Scriptures and Muhammadan Law, Friday has a great importance
and sanctity according to the doctrines of the Christian faith, for
Jesus Christ was crucified on a Friday, and according to Christian
belief, orucifixion is the source from which all blessings spring.
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The Jowish Sabbath also before their exodus from Egypt was Friday
and the same day was observed as & holiday among the ancient,
Egyptians. Adam was also created on Friday, and it was on @ Fri-
day that Noah's Ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat. Besides
being the sacred day of Muhammadans, Friday preserves the
memory of 80 many memorable events that took place on that day.

On these grounds I humbly pray Your Excellency on behalf
of all Muhammudans that Your Excellency be pleased to recognise
Friday as a holiday in all publio offices in the British Indian do-
minions.

The sympathy which Your Excellency has shown with the religi-
ous feelings of the Muhammadans by restoring to them. the sacred
use of some of their mosques of which they had long been deprived,
inspires them with fervent hope that Your Excellency will grant
them the privilege of being at liberty to attend in those mosques
the Juma’ sermon nnd prayers which is the chief object of their
erection and conscoration. The mosques are but like the table on
which meals are scrved, whereas the Juma® prayers represent the
meals themselves. The Muhammadans are fully confident that
Your Excellency will not allow the defect to remain unremedied
that the table which Your Excellency has so generously spread
should not be supplied with bread.

1f Your Exceliency is pleased to grant this request, this one
act alons shall win the hearts of the whole Muhammadan India,
and overflowing with gratitude, the Muhammadans shall be drawn
with a mighty mognetism towards the love and obedience of the
British Government. Of all the favors which the British Govern-
ment has bestowed upon the Muhammadans, this one indeed shall
deserve to be placed at the top and written in letters of gold on
the pages of history. It shall canse a deep and profound impres-
Bion of the kindness and justice of Your Excellency's Government
apon their hearts, and the feeling shall really be ecstatic when this
great boon shall be conferred by Government on the joyous occasion
of the Coronation Durbar in the presence of assembled Chiefs and
Ruises a8 o favor to its loyal subjects in commemoration of the
suspicious Coronation of His Majesty. This act of kindness on the
Jpart of Yonr Excellency’s Government shall moreover bring the two
religions, Christianity and Islam, into closer relations. No eother
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act cun under the present circumstances give the same unbounded
joy to the whole Muhammadan population of India. And this
glorious deed shall ever shine as the most memorable event of Your
Excellency’s Government.

The Muhammadans are willing to have some of their unimpor-
tant holidays stopped if Your Excellency is pleased to grant them a
holiday on Friday. If it is not possible under any circumstances
that Friday should be made a whole holiday, a half-holiday may at
least be granted in that oase. The Muhammudans have every
reason to expect this favor from a kind and benevolent Government
which has equal regard for the religious feelings of all communities
and which has already given a whole day to the Chnstmns and
Hindoos for the performance of their religious duties.

Though the wise Government can best judge the manner in
which it can do any good to its subjects, yet from my personal
experience of, and a personal contact with, largo numbers of
Muhammadans, I am bound to say that under the present circum-
stances, the Government can place the Muhammadans under no
greater obligation than allow them a holiday on Friday, so that they
may not break the express injunctions of the Holy Quran requiring
them to assemble in mosques the moment they are summoned to
the Juma’' prayers.

I humbly request Your Excellency to give a careful considera-
tion to this petition which I beg to submit in accordance with the
desires of a large number of Muhammadans. Its acceptance shall
furnish me who am always exerting myself to my utmost to create
among the Muhammadans a spirit-of staunchand sincere loyalty and
faithfulness towards the Government, with new arguments,and enable
me to count fresh favors of the Government npon the Muhammadans
of this country. It is, therefore, my earnest requesthat Your Excel-

lency be pleased to give this petition & careful consideration.

I have thought it unnecessary $o burden the petition with other
signajures because being the founderand leader of a Muhammadaz
sect, I represent' more than a hundred thousand respectable -Mu:
hammadans who are comprised among my followers, and the reques:
whose acceptancee is prayed for, is the common cause of all Muham
madans.being based on clear and plain words of the Holy Quran.
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