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a month, in the beginning and in the
middle.
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tions will be thankfully accepted by him,
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The price being nominal, Dona~-

with a view to disseminating Islamic doc-
trines, and repudiating charges against
Islam, -
Correspondence cof literary nature:
may kindly be addressed to the editor. Short
articles, letters, and questions will all be
welcome.  Non-Muslims are also invited to

send in questions to be answered,

HINDOO-MUSLIM UNION.

It is a blessing that Hindoos and Mus-

lims ‘be united. But the foundation on

which this union is raised, will determine
whether it will be temporary, or of a
permzmen.t character. It 1is, therefore,
worthwhile to consider what is being done
¢ 'nfederarion of these

India. Up ull

now, the veciprocal mceasares adopted to

with regatd to the

two great nations of

knit together the. tics of the two peoples,
have been to vindicate ‘the cause of the
Rhilafat on the part of the Hindoos, and
to have nothing to do with the killing of
the cow on the part of the Muslims.
Undaer the circumstances that are obtalaing
in India, these steps taken by the two
communities have gone a great way to
Kach nation has

touched the tenderest part of the other by

weld them together.

showing profoundest respect to th crchglous

sentimuents in respect to the “ Sacred Insti-

Animal Cow.”

. of a more lasting nature.

tution of the Khilalat” and ¢ the Sacred
This has contributed, as
it was bound to do, to create mutual
sympathy and good-will of an unprecedent-
ed nature. As Muslims, who are required
to make peace with God and peace with
God's creaturcs, we are highly. satisfied
with what has been accomplished, and
are earnestly desirous of seeing the ties
knit closer. That could be done if we
were to avail ourselves of the principle,
That

in cherish-

that underlies the present alliance.

principle evidently consists
ing and displaying reverence for the reli-
Admit-

ting that all the institutions of the one

gious instibutions of cach other.

could not command respect of the other,
we venture to suggest what is, in our
opinion, better suited to bring about union
That principle
is this. Believing that God is' universal,
dispensation must like w ise
He who

maintains the heavens and the earth, He

His spiritual
be universal.  In other words,
who looks alter the Hindvos, the Jews, the
Sikhs, the Muaslims and
others, must be ministering to the spiritual

Christians, the

needs of all the nations. To deny reve-

lation to any one 'nation would be to
deny the universality or unity of God.
The Muslims, who are not without rea-
son proud ol the deiring of the unity or
universality of God, biiiteve as a principle
of their faith that God 1s the God of.all
the worlds and all the nations (vide the
I-~1).

to that, they are requirad by the Holy

Prophet of Islam to believe in all the pro-

Holy Quran chap. As a coroliary

phets, who were raiscd from time to time
amoug the various nations of the world.
To. confine our belicf to the Holy Proph(.t

alone is to disbelicve his mission. The
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Prophet, who was the lirst and foremost
Muslim, called upon us to believe as he
himself believed * in God, in the angels, in
all the revealed Books of God, and inall
the messengers sent by Him.” We are hike-
wise enjoinced to refrain from making any
fnvidious distinction between prophet and
propbet.  Our beliel, according to the Holy
Qurans is that * There is not a single
nation to wlich a warner was not sent”;
“and for every nation there lias been a
guide.”

that Moses was raised” amonyg the Jews,

Accordingly we, as Muslims, beleve

as Jesus was commissioned to correct them
when they had corrupted. Similarly we
believe that Baba Nauak Sahib was granted
as-a great religious guide to the Sikhs. In
a‘like manper we believe that Lord Krishna,
and Ram Chandraji Maharaj, whom we
hold in very high estecem and reverence,
were the most cwiinent religious guides
We be-

lieve accordingly that the Vedas are among

who‘honoured the land of India.

those books which are Divinely mnspired.
Without such a belief on our part, we can-
not rightly claim to be Muslims. This we
think should be proclaimed repeatedly in
order that our Mindu broethren may thoro-
ughly understand us, and, appreciating our
attitude towards their religions, may be
attracted towards us with a force of sin~
cerity likely to be more enduring  than
anything else, '

On the part of cur Hindu brothren
we are sure that there is no thoughtful
person among them who will disbelieve
ithe mission of such a prophet as has given
us the most tolerant and enlightened tenets,
It the Hindoos Dbe-
lieve in the Holy Prophet as we believe

as dercribed above.

i Lord Krishnar and Rama Chandraji
Maharaja, our union will be effected in
such a manner as does not fear any rup-
ture in the future. We have oflered that
suggestion in an earnest hope that our
countrymen will give their best atbention
to i, and -wiil not fail to crystallise the

alliance already achiewved,

SADK-UD-DIN,

_ CHEISTBIAS,

In the Chrislendom there are three most
important festivaly, bpiphany, Christmass,
these feasts and

and Bastor. "The origin of

fostivals not being keown to most of the
Cthristiang, mach legs to Non-Christians, ib
will he of infereal o explain what these
fonats and festivala ave.  Aswenare writing
in Christmas days, we shall confine our
remarks mostly to the origin of This festival
and reserve the trentment of others for other
suitable occasions.

"These festivals never existed in'the
timo of Jesus or his aposties ; nor is therd,
any indication of the observance of Faster,
or Epiphany or Chrigtmas in the new Testa-
ment or in the writings of the Apostolic
Jathors. The eccelesinstical historian - So-
crates states that neither the Lord nor his
Apostles enjoined the keeping of any festi-
val. “ 'The Apostles had no thought,” Says
days.” "The
early Christians of orthodox ideas held that
such feasts were not in accord with their

{ailh.

he, “of appointing festival

Christmas, er the Mass of Christ, is the
fostival in commemoration of the nativity of.
Jesus. As poiated oub above il was not
observed in the time of the Holy Prophet
Jesus or his Aposties, or early Fathers. In
fact, they abhor: d and condemned the idea
ol such feasts whiclh stemed bo them hardly
better than carthly enjoymonts.  As late as
245 Origen, in his eighih homily on Leviti-
cus, repadiabes aasinfe! the very idea of
keeping the hirthds~ * “.sus Christ “ As if
he were @ King -

. ‘

The festival oo Jristmas, which canmot
boast ibs origin in Ginigh oe in the New Tos-
tament, is'an invention of latter times. For
centuries there have hoen specalations even
about the dute of Ghrist’a birth ; and accord-
ing to fnerclopedin Britanicn “ belure the
56h contury there was no general concensus
of opinion as to when it shuuld come in the
calendar, whether on the 6th of January, or
the 20th of March, or the 25th of Tecember.

These three were selected out of several
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“dates, which had baen condemned as spurious
element of Alexandria, wWho himsell set the

birth on the 17th of November 3 . Q.

kKhight

ho nniut:lin(nl that ““ the

"One of the volavies seb it on the
of March. For
Worhl was created perfec
and trees in leaf, (.Iwrvlur(- in sprivg: also ab

, Llowers in Lloom,

the equinox, and when the nmoon fust created
‘Lhe Z8th of Maveh
considerations. Clirist,
Sun of Righteousness, was b on the 98 h
of March.”
led certain lwnum bo Lranstey
from the Gl
which wus according fo theivideas the bivlh-
While on the

‘was full, sttila ail these

therelore, being the
! bolical re;

Tlie same synibolical re: Woning
his birehday
e December,

anuary (o the 2

day of the unconquered Sun.
OChyer hand, those Syrians and Avmenins
who clang fast to the 6th of Javuary rightly
charged the Romans with sun-worship and
idolatry. The idolatrous concepiion of this
date of the 25th Decomber oviginatod in (he
West, regardless of veality and of

Lt is an iveny of fate that

general
belief in the idast.
a wrong and ridiculous day has been adopted
throughout the Christendon for the obsery-
ance of Christmas.

There being no religious directions as (o
the. keeping of Christmas, the West has
not only dictated the date, but also the mun-
ner in which the festival should be colebrat-
ed. The celebration is
origin than the idea underlying the fixing

no less heathen in
of its date. Lt isin fuct o survival ol the
old teutonic mythology The words yule-log
and yule-tide beaving it out.  Iathor S Sadibiy
Clause wh() fills the stockings hanging in (he
chimuneys ol Lnglish children on the Christ-
mas night with

gifts, the carrvol-singers,

and the indulgence of Kissing young ladies
) who happen 6o pass through door-ways cun-

nmgly hung by young rien with the lucky
mistle-toe, all point to the superatitious and
heathen origin of the lostival, ill-appro-

priated by Chrigtianity.

“ In Britain the 25th of Decomber was
a festival long before its conversion Lo ¢ hris-
tianity., In 1644 the Linglish Puritans for-
bade any merriment or religious services by

Can a fast.

act of parliament, on the around that it wa

@ heathen festival, and ordered i Lo be ]\('pb
the feast, but
lo the Puritan view,”

Charles T1 rovived
the Heols  adliored

(Hney. Brit.)

aclend Christung

tho festivities tha
to Chrsi-
the birthday

I word,
aro as foreign
blanity as the celebmtion of
ol Jesas iteell The oarly Beriplure-writerg
fike Mark, do not aliach auy importance to
the incident ol (he bireh of Jesus, and in
contequence huve nob talen any notice of
b I their opinion Josus yose (o ecclesios-
tical importance when he was saplized. 1
i thereforo with Epiphany i. e, the pre-
sentbabion of the babo Jesus Lo 1he Temple,
that their scriptures open. Wo gce then
that there was as Little room for Christmag
tn the original scriplures as is left for it
Jst now in the world, thal hag been dis-
tracted by Christian polentates in adoration
ol the goddess of Lust and Avarice,

SADR-UD-DIN.

SLAM RB FL&‘GE“FG C’iRIS-

TIANITY W +tHE wEsT, -

Inspite of the passionate enden vours of
the Clristian nations to annihilste Islam
and the Khilafat, inspite of the invidious
litevature which is dx.asknun.wod in the
West with the object of pl(\Judlung the
niasses against Tslam, Islam is mali lng head— .
way and enlisting the dissatisiod \thcrnors
ab the very centre of its oppokition, exactly
as Moses was once being brought up in the
very palice of the Pharonh. J]lb f‘uth is
indebtod for this wonderful RUCCOSS Lo the
creed, free

soundncess ol ilg teachings. .l_]m

ag it is from all traces of “dogn, is g0

reasonable, that it canuoi .. command

alleginnee. Tésprinciplos are cativersal ap-
phication not only in (he sense that Lhey are
in perfect harmony with the, hwmnan nature,
which is the same all the world over, bubalso
usily undor-
the learned,
round
which all inberest, and al] institulions must

in the senee thal they are as
tbood by the itliterate as by
God is one is the chief principle,
¢ means that all the lands

centbre. God is ono

and all the nations have the same sapre me.

Being tv Jook to ; the Tndians Lave (hoir wanés
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ministercd by the seif-same GQod as looks
after the i*lumpyomm, the Americans, and the
Alricans.  The whole univers: indeed falls
‘within the jurizdiction of oue and the same
Governing Being.  'the administration of
the universe with so wonderful an efliciency
as we are admiringly aware of, cunel be
attributed to more Chan One Mighty and
All-knowing Sovercign. 1L there were
more than one God in existence, the heavens
and the earth must long have collapsed.
¢ [f there were several Gods in them (@ e,
the heavens and the earth), they must have
gote wrony 7 (The Iloly Quran). What is
- said in the Holy Quran finds a (ragic and
gorrowful illastration of it in the late War,
The Christian Kings of larope, possessed as
they were with the passion of domination
and self-assertion, have destroyed the peace
- of the world.

“ihe unityof God implies nuity of pur-
pose throughoutl ;the administration of the
universe, ag is met with in its diverse

’ This unity ¢t purpose must also
be ‘exh'xblbcd in revealing God's will and

spheres.
wword to the varivus, nations. The teachers,
who have have been conimiskioned {rom time
to time for this sacred taxk, must strike the
chord of the Oucnees of God. All of them
having been sent by the soif-same God, ﬁuusb
be accorded profoundest respect, and 11§ dis-
tinction be made in the acceptance of then.
This has been urged in the various texts of
Holy “We do
distinction in  any of the prophets.”
CIslam, as propounded in the Holy,Quran,

the Qurau. not make

demands that we shonld believe in one God,
who'is the Cherisher and Evolver of all the
worlds, and thal we should believe, asa
rosull ol i, that spirviluad ‘digpensation s
been as upiversal as the hmman crenbion
itsoll,  Accordingly u Muslim believes iu
Mosges, Jesus, Lord Khrishna, Ram Chondraji
'+ Makaraj, Baba Nanak Sahib and others, in
the eamoe way as he belicves in the Loly
Prophet of Lslawm.

With vegard to praclices, we reproduce
what was ohgerved by the Loly Lrephet in

reply ton question. © Talvin,” said ho, © con-

gists in cherishing profoundest “respect. Lok
God, and tenderest love for His creatures,”
Our sympathy with God’s creatures is a
frait, which our lover ot God Ellould"‘Belztr.
Unless we exercise kindness without distin-
ction oi race and cveed, unless our charity be
shared equally by man, hirth and -beast, we
eannob elaim bo be good and rightful Mus-
lims )

Thege conceptions and practices, reason=
able and benclicial as they evidently are,
cannob fail Lo muke a successful appeal to the »
mind and heart ol man, in whichever clime:
he may be residing.  No wonder then that
the Westerners nve giving up their auntenable
and superstitious religion in 1)re_1’e‘i'en_ceA to

1slaan.
SADR-UD-DIN.
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