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UNIQUE AMONG THE RELIGIONS.

The uniqueness of Islam among the
religions of: the world is too" wide a subject
sto be dealt  with  in’ an atticle in:
a newspaper, but there are certain aspects
of that uniquenecss whig! ¢
the Wostern writers notwithstanding their
strong prejudice against - Islam. 1T would
briefly refer here to three main points,

1. The sproad of Islam. Tt is commonly
believed in the West that the political
ascendancy of TIslam was the real cause
of its vast and easy spread ” among. the
natious of the world. The hins on this
point is so deep-rooted {hat the strongests
of arguments fall. only on deaf ears and
the clearest lacts aro brushed easily aside.

strength was at the.

anity, and none whose inherent truth and
;spiritual force have stood in less need of
material force than Islam. The truth of
this is admitted by the latest Western
writer on Islam in the ‘clearest words.
“Thus opens Mr. Stoddard’s work ¢ The Neow
World of Islami—

-« The rise of Islam is perhaps the most -
‘amazing eyent in human history. Spring-
ing from a land and a-people alike previ-
ously negligible, Islam spread within a
century over half the carth, shattering
great ‘empires, overthrowing long - estab-
lished religions, remoulding the souls of
races, and building up a’whole new world

1 have struck even' ¢+ -

—the World, of Islam.

“The closer we examine this development
the more extraofdinary does it appear, .
The other great religions won their way"
slowly, by painful struggle, *and finally
triumphed ‘with  the  aid. of ‘powerful
monarchis' converted - to the new  faith,
Christianity had its Constangine, Buddhi-
s itg - Asoka, and Zoroastrianism its
Cyris, each lending to his chosen cult the
mighty force of secular authority. Not
8o Islam. Arviging  in a desert - land
sparsely inhabited by a nomad race previ-
ously -undistinguished in human annals,

What material and

back of Islam in Ching and the islands of
the Pacific where it van count to-dav no
less than 80 mijllions of followers ?. .W]\y
is it that with the single exception of
Arabia, there is nol e country- in the
world which notwi
subject to the-polilic
Muslims during the

al dominance of the
last thirteen contirieg

hsbanding il being [

Islam'sallied forth on its great adventure
with thié¢" slenderest human backing and.
against the heaviest material odds” |
2. The Qur'um. Th: Book of Tslams
the holy  Qur'an, wa: introduced in the
West whea Eurcpoan mind was simply
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piosoned

against i, Christian  LKurope
which had never been, and never could be
friendly 1o a rival creed which strove for
gupremaey in the world, had been hroughit
to the highest pitch of inimicality during
the crusades,.and it was alter that feeling
of hatred had been nursed [or centuries that
the Holy Book was translated into lawro-
pean languages by Kuropean writers, How
it could be received in such astate of wind
in a garh which had been put on it by no
friendly bands can be casily  guessed.
Yet even in that state it won over the
best minds of Kurope. The picture of the
hatred with which the Qur’an is handled
and its sure conquest is nowhere better
drawn thgn in that great German, Goethe:

« However often.we turn to it, ab fivst
disgusting us each time afresh, it soon
attracts, astounds, and in the end enforces
our reverence”,

Commenting on these words Dr. Stein-
ass writes :—

« A work, then, which calls forth so
powerful and seemingly incompatible are
emotions, even in the distant reader—dis-
tant as to time and still more so as to
mental development—a work which not
only conquers the repugnance with which
he may begin its perusal, but changes the
adverse feeling into astonishment and
admiration, such a work must be 2 won-
derful ‘production of the human mind
indood, and o problem of the highest in-
terest to every thoughtful observer of
the destinics of mankind...........c......We
may well say the Quran is onc of the
grandest books ever written because it
faithfully reflects the character and life of
one of the greatest men that ever
breathed”.

3, The Prophet. And lostly among the

“darkest pictures that have been drawn of

the founder of Islam in the West, the truth
shinesiout as supreme that he was the
“most successful of all prophets and reli-
gious personalities  (Encyclopedia Britan-
nica 11th ed. Art—Koran).

Will not such a Religion, such a Book
and such a Prophet win over the world
when that strong prejudice has vanished,
as vanish it must with the spread of true
knowledge ? Certainly, it will.

MUHAMMAD ALL

NEW ISLAMIC CONQUESTS,
Islam is losing everywhere politically
and the conquests of Isfum may" sound

strange to all cars. Yet the fact is that
Islam is gaining geound exactly where a
religion should zain ground.  Christianity
with all the wealih alits command and
with (he legion of missionaries working
in all the Mustitm countries has not been
able to win over io ils ranks men of the
lewrning and  ability of the English
converts which o single Muslim mission ab
‘Woking has won over to Islam. The latest
addition to the ranks of lIslam there are
Mr. Almad Ielix Valyi, the editor of a
leading Paris Jomnal, Lea Revue LPolitique
Internaiionale, who is recognised as one of
ghe famous literary men of Europe, Mr.
Bashir Pickard, a graduate of Cambrdge,
Mr. Bloodwerth, tresident  Spiritual
Socicty, and Mis  Tlameeda Williams,
President Theosc phical Circle. The con-
quests of Tslam shail continue until it is o
made triumphant over all the religions of ¥
the world in acecrdance with the Divine
promise,

ISLAM AND FATALISM.
A seeker after truth writes :—
the Mussalmans are catled  Fatalists by the Non-

swindly by the  Christinn writers. - Some of  {hem
s o sy thot the Religion of Islam is a Religion

: which  miakes  the  Mussalmans  depend
upon ﬂ}mr Iate and thereiy the followers of Islam are going
to be idie,.............. Lwsse explain the Islamic Doctrine

about it.

It is well-known tihat the Christien
writers are very glib in making unfounded
charges against Islam,  But the pity, is
they do not think seriously over the dog-
masg as of their own religion. Take for in-
stance the present quostion of Fatalism.
It will perhaps be readily - admitted that
the whole superstructure of Christianity
is raised upon the assumption that
man is bound to commit sin. He hag got
a sipful nature. e has inherited sin
from Adam and thercfore cannot possibly
avoid it. These sve the catch words
of every Christian. Is it not Fatalism ?
God has made human nature incapable
of obeying the law, and therefore the old
dispensation of Luw was done away wlth
by Jesus who came with a new dispensa-
tion of Atonement. This is the funda-
mental principle of .Christianity, and to
every thinking man it is fatalism pure
and simple. Nay the case of our Chris-
tian friends is rather worse. If the Mus-
salmans « are gradually going to be idle ™
beeause “they depend upon their fate; ”
If i is cruel on the part of merciful
God to -predestine the « fate " of
every man, and thus to make him “idle ;
it is still more howible to think hatt,
the all-knowing God, knowing perfecily




well that He has male man sinful and in
‘capable of ohservin g law, has been sending
his messengms with some sort of Liaw.
It is indeed fatalism plus mockery.

As rogards the Islamiec doctrine it may
be noted that Tslam has nothing to do wibh
fthe erroncous notion of « Fatalism > which
significs that the “fate™ of every man
is preseribed  and  therelore he shoyld
sit sbill and wait.  On the contrary there
is an explicit verse of the Moly Quran to
the effect that one cannot gel anything
unless one strives for ih, According to Ishian
«man is created in the best of make ”. 1o
has been gifted with enormous capacities
and capabilities and his progress both phy-
sical and spiritual depends upon the culti-
vation of thie various faculties with which
he is endowed.

The idea of predestination or more pro-
perly pre-measurement in the Istamic
literature is with regard to the forces or
elements of nature. Thesun and the moon
for instance are the most well known
luminaries of owr solar system and ac-
cording to the Quran their courses are pre-

measured Dby the Providence. = Simil-
arly there aro other laws of nature,
which are unchangeable. As a matter
of fact our scient'fic, discoveries,
our material progress and our worldly
prosperity entirely depend upon these

Divine laws, which are predetermined.

MUSTAFA KHAN.

DOES CHRISTIANITY ANSWER
THE REQUIREMENTS OF
MAN’S NATURE ?

It is one of the fundamental principles
of Islam to have faith in the Divine
mission of all the prophets, whenever
and wherever raised, whether in the per-
-son of Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Krishna,
Buddah, Zoroaster, Confuscious or Mu-
bhammad. We hold they came from the
same source, with the samne light for the
regeneration of a fallen humanity. Islam,
which means nothing more nor less than
- willing  submission to the laws of the
Creator, was the common religion each
one of the noble band followed and prea-
ched. Hence in denouncing the religion
of the Chruch as unsuited to hwuanity,
I must not be misunderstood to mean an
Insinuation at the religion of Jesus, which
according 1o us was no other than Islam.

3

So far as the pevsonalily of Jesua is con-
cerned, o Muslim is bound in Taith to
love and venerate him. The ‘tToly Quran
hag cleared him & great length, in the

‘most forcible terms, of all the Jewish

calumnies heaped on his noble gelf and
his virtuous mother.

To begin with, o religion for man,
must obviously be in keeping with the
nature of man. Ior, otherwise, it would
fail to do him any good. Iverything in
the wniverse, in order 1o achicve its
swmun onwn, hag Lo obey o parlicular
set of laws. 'I'he laws governing the
arowth and development of a plant, for
ingtance, must be in due accord with the
inherent potentialities of the plant, or it
will wither and perish in no time. Man .
too, whois a part and parcel of the
same universe, must have a code of laws
i strict consonance with ilie require-
menls of his nature.  Now, let us apply
the test to Chrisiisnity, to see il it comes
up to this criterion.

I. The conception of  Godhead.
Three equal to one and vice
versa is jarring to the plainest
arithmetical  sense of  man
with an unsophisticated mind.
It is moreover unseientifie, the
tendency of science being to-
wards Unily i. e., reducing the
diverse multiplicity of natural
pheenomena  to  one ultimate
cause.

II. The Crucifixion of Jesus for the
sing of others is irreconcilable
to human sense of justice. Is
it not like the old adage of Tob-
ing Peter and paying Paul?

I1I. The Dogma Of Atonement is a
death-blow to all wnworality. The
very idea that Jesus’ blood has
washed off the sius of all who
have faith in it, is'an impetus
to the lower cravings of hwnan
nature to run riot—a license
to self-indulgence. As a testi-
mony notice the distress of the
recent Church Congress at the
gex-immorality in  Christen-
dom.

1V. The doctrine of the Divinity of
Jegus takes away his utility to
man as a source of inspiration,
which hie can only derive from
hig fellow-man. The swiftness
of a deer, for instance will not



prompt him Lo cmulate the
animal, The mere  thought
Lol Jesus wan nob aoman like
me, hut Divine by nature, is
enouch o damp all the aspira-
tions of my heart to follow in
his Tootlsleps.

V. CGranting Jesus  was  human
even then.we eannot take him
for an excmplar ; for what we
know of hiw is too wmeagre and
absolutely unyeliuble. It s
throneh his deeds is met with
in his authenticated life-ucoxd
that a guide can be ¢f light and
inspiration . tous. Jut nnfor-
tunately, in the case of Jesus,
his very cxistence has been
called into question.

VI. The Gospels are not o faithiul
record of what Jesus thought.
Tt is believed only five 'Verses,

oub of the whole lot, are Jesus’

own, all the test heing unrelis |

.able. They, thercelore, fail' to
carry- any conviclion to man
and “hence lack the necessary
drivin" forcc.

'l‘he (JOBPCl code of life, taking
it for all 1t is worth, is l‘Lcklnﬁ
in the all-important element of
practicability-

I\[UHAM’\IAD YAKUB KHAN,
(London)

VII.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
Shadi La), Allahadad. 1. Can I attain
salvation without Dbeing a Muhal’iam-
madan ?

Answer.—oalvation is Jmlly attam(‘d in
this very life and -it means frecdom from
sins. - The man who-is blind here shall be
blind hereafter -and he who “achicves the
light here carries that light to the next life.
Such is ihe plain teaching of the Tloly
Quran and llns simple teaching appeals to
human reason.” Now every prophet of God
whether he appeard in Palostmo India or
elsewhere, taught certain doctrines, in olha
words, gave certain rules and regulations,
by which men could get out of the dark-
ness and come into light, but  these pure
teachings were in the course of time mixed
up with untruth.  Islam not only restor ed
the light in all its purity but also brought it
to pertection.  Hence the truth which s
now cnly partiailly met with in other
religions is taught by Islam in its p rlecticn,
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Becomiog o Mol only means accepting
e g b oand eseiogs ond of the
din Tighl ik pectect i

2. Who croced cit 21 God, why ?

Answer ~-This question is baed ‘on
misconception of  the word Sin,
attain perfeciion  man
dowed wilth cortiin powers and o

whole i I8

‘;;Iir.
3]
&
In order
has heen en-
nibies, 1

10

i the negleciing ol thase [acoliies and
the misuse of these powers habl is sin,
[For instance one man is placed i autho-

rity over other Ile can either wie that au-
thority Tor e bepefit of thaue olhers or
abuse it and do evil o theme L the latter
e it becotnes wonin, "
Md. Asgar All, Netrakaena, 1. Should
we, . the Mubammadans, not obey Jesu,
Christ s one oi the prophels sent by God,”

Answer—We heleive in Jesus Christ as
a prophol sent by God bub his teachings
have lost e purity. We therefore only
obey -the holy " prophet Muhammad  who
gav.(; us tlie truth in all its purity.

«Did Jesus say himself thut he was.
th(- son of God ? . . ' S
Y Answer.—rom 1110 Gospols 1L appears
that he used the words sonvof God about,
himself exactly inthe sense in which all
men are sons of God. “Blessed are the peage-
makers for they shall be called the children
of God ” (Matt 5: 9). e also said that he
called himself the son of God in a meta-
phorical sense, exactly in- the'same sense in
which the great Israelite prophets were
called gods.

3. Is Christianity a true 1011g10n ?

Answer.—As preached by Churist, it was
true. In its present form, its fundamental
principles are false and opposed to the truth
preached by all prophets of God.

4. What is the meaning of Ruhulla ?

Answer.~The word ruh means spirit, and
Jesus Christ is called a. spirit from God to
show * that Jewish calumnies against him
and his mother were {alse. The Jews said
that he came from the Devil ; the Qur’an

says that he came fronl God as do al}
righteous moen. : .
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