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NOTES.

The “ Epiphany” on the Holy Prophet.

.We are glad to note that in response toa
correspondent our esteemed contemporary, the
“ Epiphany ” has canfessed as [ollows :—

We miost certainly hold, with most educated
Christians that Mohammed (on whom be peace)
was truly called and inspired by God. But, to
avoid misconception, it will be well, perhaps, to
complete the' sentence quoted above from the
Epiphany of 15th April 1922—*“...... but we do not
accept all his teaching as inspired.—Iid,, E.

This is assuredly a very healthy sign of
religious toleration and indicates a true spirit of

a real secker-after truth. We only hope that the
day will not be far away’ when the learned Editor
of the kpiphany will rcalize the truth of every
Islamic tenet aud will thus become a Muslim,

The world Religion.

An enlightened correspondent of the “Epiphany,”
in a recent issuc of the paper, has expressed his
desire of uniting the different religions of the world
into one homogencous whole. In order to do this
he urges that “we would no longer remain
Christians, Hindus or Mussalmans but we would
simply be “men” and as such the sons of a
common father. ‘¢ Conscience " he says, * will be
our touch stone.”  Although he is aware of the
fact that conscience will differ in different cases
important

but he believes they will agree on
.vital matters such as avoidance of forcible conver-
sion to Islam and abolition of idolatry’. While
agreeing with the noble idial of unity; we maust
beg leave of bringing this fact to the notice of the
correspondent that Islam is areligion that has
practicaily laid the foundation of unity among
various creeds. One of its fundamental principles
is the belief in the unity of God or Allah as Lord
of all the worlds and all the creatures and in the
catholicity of the divine law, which was sent to
various peoples at various times through various
prophets. Thus the idea of common fatherhood
is very dominent in Islam although the English
or the Biblical word ' father ” is quite inadequate
to express the full significance of the Quranic
world Rabb. It may also be noted that the
forcible conversion to Islam is unlawful ; because
the Holy Quran says ‘‘ there should he no compul-
sion in religion,” and idolatory is throughout
condemned by Islam, As a matter of fact Islam
is mcant to bring about unity between the different
creeds of the world; and hence it acknowledges

the divine origin of cvery religion.

Atonement.
I11.
The death of Jesus on the cross is the basic
There can be no atone-

principle of atoncment.
ment if it be proved bhistorically that he did not
expire on the cross; because mere death does
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not amount to anything. It is death on the cross
or in other words the CURSED DEATH that
is‘ instrumental to wash away the sins of humanily
according to the Christian notion.

Therefore, the most important question in this
connection is whether Jesus died on the cross or
not. We have already said that the only reference
of the event is to be found in the four Gospels
which are very untrustworthy [rom a historical
point of view; as they do not contain any f{irst
hand information on the subject. But we are
obliged to refer to them as they arc the only
records of the incident.
what the Gospels say on the point.

The description of crucifixion given in the

Let us therefore examine

Gospels is pretty lengthy ; therefore for the sake
of brevity we will only bring the following impor-
tant points to the notice of our readers :—

(a) When Jesus was delivered to the tribunal
of Pilate by the elders and scribes ; the
_latter appears to be in sympathy with
former because ‘he said to the chiel
priests and 1o the people I find no faunit
in this man."

This is a sure testimony to the fact that in
heart of hearts Pilate did not wish that
Jesus should be crucified, as he 'Lhought
him innocent and also ¢ knew that for
envey they had delivered him. "

(6) “ When he (Pilate) was set down on the
Judgement seat, his wife sent unto him
saying '* Have thou nothing o do with
thar just man (Jcsus) Jor I have suf-
Jered many things this day in a dream

. because of lum . v

This point is very important and should be
noted perticularly; becausce it gives an
inkling of the divinc intentions through
the vision of Pilate’s wifc. It shows

that God intended to save Jesus from
this cursed death as he prayed that
“ this cup be avoided.”

(¢) “ When Pilate saw that he could prevail
nothing, but rather a tumult was made
he took water and washed his hands

before the multitude, saying “1 am inno-
This-

oent of blood of this just person.”
indicates that the vision of Pilate’s wife
had a tremendous influcnce on his mind
and he did not want to be responsible
for the blood, of Jesus.
v washing his hands" of Jesus’ blood

He therefore

delivered him to Jews, who eventually

hanged him, on their own responsibility.

The scene which follows is very touching and

we should like to reproduce the very words of the
‘Gospels i—

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over
Aod the sun
was darkened. And about the ninth hour Jesus
pried with a loud veice, saying, Eli, El, lama sa-
bachthani, that is to say, My God, my God, why
hast Thou forsaken me?

all the earth unto the ninth hour,

Some of them that stood there, wheun they
beard that, said, This man calleth for Etias. Let
us see whether Elias will come to save him,

Jesus, wheo be had cried again with a loud
Now when the cen-
turion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying,
Certainly this was a rightcous man.

voice, yielded up the ghost.

The Jews therefore, because it was the prepara-
tion, that the bodies should vot remain oo the cross
on the Sabbath day (for that Sabbath day was an
high day), besought Pilate that their legs might be
broken, and that they might be taken away.

Then came Joseph of Arimathaa, a councillor of
honourable éstate, who also himself was Jesus' dis-
ciple, but secretly for fear of the Jews, and besought
that he might take away the body of Jesus.

And Pilate marvelled if he were already dead,
and Pilate gave him leave.

Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of
the first and of the other, which was crucified,

And when they came to Jesus, and saw that he
was dead already, they brake not bis legs,

But ope of the soidiers with a spear pierced
bis side, and forth with came therc out blood aod
water.

Joseph came and took the body of Jesus, aand
wound it in a clean linen cloth with the spices. -~

Auod he laid it in his own new tomb, which he
had hewn out in the rock (now in the place where
he was crucified there was a_garden ; and io the
garden a new sepulchre wherein was oever man
yet laid), and rolled a great stooe to the door.

Now the next day the chief priests and Phari.
sees came together unto Pilate, saying, command
that the sepulchre be made sure, lest his disciples
come by night and steal him away, and say uato
the people, He is tisen from the dead : so that the
last error shall be worse than the first,

From this it is transparently clear that—

(a) Legs of Jesus were not broken.

(5) Death could not occur in such a brief
time on the cross.

(¢) Pilate opinion carries great
weight as he was experienced in such
matters was surprised that Jesus should
dic in a brief space of time.

(d) Blood and water came forth from his
side which.is a sure indication of life.

whose
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(¢) The body of Jesus was entrusted to one
of his desciples who was an inlluential
and rich man, and thus was in a position
to acquire best medical aid.

(/) Even the Jews werc doubtful as to the
death of Jesus on the cross and thought
that it was their * first mistake” that
the body of Jesus was taken down so
soon, and insisted (hat the “ sepulchere
be made sure.”  Rut there is nothing to

prove that the scpulchre was made

sure-”
the narrative goes to prove that the

‘sepulcherc ” was sort of cave, where

Jesus ,disciples came and nursed him.

To be continued.

Love Thy Enemy.

‘Love thy Encmy' is the lip word of every
«Christian missionary and it rcsounds from every
_pulpit, but when we turn over the pagesof the
¢hurch history, to our utter-disappointment, ‘we fail
to find it nacted in the very lines of these great
professors. Even Jesus himsell could not lecave a
practical example for his followers.  The history
'of Christendom abounds with the instances which
go to prove that the Christians  have in-
variably run mad to cut cach other’s throat for
.wordly interest. The late grcat war is a typical
illustration of it. The fact is that as all other laws
.of Mosses have failed to kecp pace with the grow-
ing needs of humanity at large, so has been the
fate of this very ecnactment. The Holy Quran,
which Professes to be the perfect code of laws for
the whole of humanity and for all ages, gives it in
a somewhat modified form. To put it in the
~words of the 14th century reformer, I give below
an extract from his writings.

« Ye (Christians) were told to love your enemies
but I teach you according to Islam) that you must
have no. persosal or sclfish cnemity. Let your
enemities be for the sake of God Iis prophet and
‘His Book, and although you pray for such an ecnemy
and seck guidance for him, you must not love his
doing nor tolerate. it but you must destroy it as
-Quickly as it is in you power and clean the
world of evil. Be you the well wisher of the
.evildoer, but be then the It is
neither wise nor salutary to forgive on all occasions.
“The rezompense of evil is cvil like into it, except

can

enemy of evil.

where you sec that by forgiveness you

‘effect more gooc than by punshing, in which case

forgive and puish not. ”

* + Muslim history is full of practical instances

which go to prove beyond doubt, that the Muslims

xeally loved their enemies, ‘
MUHAMMAD ABDULLA

On the contrary every word of

Correspondence.

To

Tur EDITOR.—¢ THE LIGHT "
“Can Jesus Christ be our Saviour.”
SIR,

When Diogenes was asked what kind of wine
he liked best, he replicd, that which is drunk
at the cost of others; and when a Christian s
asked what kind of Salvation he lfkes best, he
replies, that which is obtained at the cost of
Christ.

atonement.
tian theologians is that Adam sinned and as a

This is the ecssence of the doctrine of
This doctrine as explained by Chris-

result of it he was expelled from the garden of
Eden. The samec sin was inherited by pro-
geny; and therefore God became angry with man,
To appeasc the wrath of this blood thirsty and
merciless God, and to wash away the ‘“original
sin' which is implanted in every one of us as

“being a member of Adam’s family the sacrifice of

Christ’s life became an imperative necessity, This

reminds me of the following  story. A certain
lady, after admitting her boy in the parish school,
said to the tcacher, * Sir; Jack is very delicate
and sickly ; but il he does any mischief—and he
is sure to do some—punish the boy seated next
to him " because for the transgressions of Adam

Christ was chastiscd.

- I8

The doctrine of atoncment involves two very
important points— firstly * the original sin’ in con-
tradiction to actual sin secondly  what
calvin calls the “ Mediatorial office” of Christ.
Let us now sce what the Gospels bave to say on
these two points. ‘“ Sulfer thy little children and
forbid them not to come unto me, for of such is

and

9

the Kingdom of Heaven,” conclusively establishes
the fact that thercis no such thing as ‘original
sin’, :

~ “But, the Christian theologian says we are
all sinful, and cannot save ourselves; hence the
nccessity of a sinless person as our saviour”.
Even granting this, lct us scc from the Gospels
whether Jesus Christ is sinless aad is qualified for
the ‘mediatorial oflice’ claimed for him by his
followers. The Gospels show that Christ never
claimed to be sinless to be reproduced on the
other hand the fact thal Christ refused to be
called ¢ good ' saying, “ why callest thou me good”
and that he said.  ® There is none good but ove
and that is God,” proves that Christ was not
sinless.

I cannot better conclude these few lines than
by relating a little story which has a direct and
intimate bearing on the subject. When Kabirdass
happened to pass along the bank of the Ganges, he
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saw a Hindu crying and weeping.  On being
asked what the matter was this [indu replied that
his ged whom hc was washing in water, slipped
from his hands and got drowned. Kabir said
"My dear fcllow, don’t he sorry; for the god
who. could not save himself, connot save you. "
Similarly the question *can Clirist be our savi-
our"? elicits an emphatic *No.™”

$. M. FOSSIL,
2/38 Kasa Aunakasi

Madras,
} St Roypettah.

azth May 1922,

Questions and Answers

Mubammad Salman Q. 1. What is the Signifi-
cance of religion?

Auns—Religion is the collective name of the
divine laws revealed for the guidance of man,
When our soul is highly evolved we are in com-
mution with God, beace this Commuanion is a sort
of; testimony to our spiritual advancewent.

Q.—2, Was Adam misled by Satan.

Aons,—Not only Adam ; but his wife also “ But
the devil made them both fall from it Qurao 11 30.

Q.—3. What is Satan, Does it exist?
Ané.—-An evil propencity is a Satan,

Q —How do you account for that Islam was
got spread by sword,

Aps~The Holy Qurao and the Isltamic His-
tory show that the Prophet and his foilowers never
weilded sword for the spread of Islam. They used
it for the self defence only. The Holy Quraa says
- %there is nc ccmpulsion io religion,”

M, Mohir-ud-din Q.—1. What is life; aod wbat
{s death, Wby men die at different ages?

Auns,—Whea your physical organs are working
you are alive wheo they stop to work, you are dead)
Men die at different ages because they are different-
Iy, situated.

Q—2 What is soul? Is the soul of man
¢mmostel ?

Ans.—Soul is a spirit, there is a life after deatbh,
but soul may undergo changes. »

M. Nor‘man Q.—1, What is Fate in Islam.

Augs.—There is no trace in Islamic literature of
@ Fate , or “fatatism” as understood in the West,
The Islamic word * Tadit” only wmeans measure-
’me'n: which Signifies the divine laws or laws of

nature.

Q.—2. Can an iufidel hold Communion with
God, and receive insplration from on high? If so
why to accept Islam? '

Ans.—Communion with God implies frequent
revelation from God aud this is denied to a non-
Muslim. But an occaslonaltiot of that is sometimes
met with in non-Muslim as well because the instioct

of Communication with God is implanted in every

humau heart,

M. A Hague Q.—1. What is a religion, aod
which is the best and why?

Avs.—Religion is the collective name of the-
divine laws for the guidauce of man, Islam {s tbe
best reiigion because its (1) its teachings are puore
from -corruption ; (2) it is the final’ code for

humanity and (3) it is the matural religion of
wan. -

2, Istbe interest in bank deposits permlssi-
ble ? '

Aps [tmay be spent in the propogation
of Islam ; it is not pemissible otherwise,

Q.—3 s the keeping of photoes or pictures
permissible’

Aus—So long as they do not interfere with
the duties of mao towards God they are pers
missible.

Q —4. Will the prayer be accepted if a photo
is haoging before the worshipper ?

Ans.— As far as possible a photo should:
pot be before the worshipper but in uonavoidable:
circumstsoces long the

there is no bharm so

worshipper does not worship it.

Q.—s5. Is a prayer without abulation i, e, wazu

of Tayammum permissible?

Aps.—No,
Mobammad Abdul Jabbor Q—1, Is traps-

supported by Islam; If oot
how is the theory of action to be explained ?

miqration of soul

Ans—No; the theory of actions is simple,
enough some of our actions are compensated in,
this world othres in the next. Islam belives,
in the contiouity of life.

Q.—2 What Causes the differentiation of

action. circumstanes environments aod othes

distinction ?

Aus —It is very difficult to trace such causes,
The simple solution of this problem is that God s
the master and not a mere Judge. - He does as He
thioks fit,

To be continued.
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