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questions to be answered.

Non-Muslims are alsu invited to send

Are the Commandments of the Gospels

Practicable ?

In answer to one of the correspondents, who
writes, “I have noticed on many an occasion that
the Christians do not actually act up to what the
holy scripture says and they do not in any way
differ from the Non-Christians......”, the ‘Epiphany’
of September 16, observes. ** Reason would tell
me that if there were thousands of men who tonk
Christ's name upon them and called themselves
Christians and yet in their lives denied; Him, stil]
1 mustanswer to God for my own allegiance though
f stood alone in the world in my loyalty.......When
there are failures, it is not the physician who is in

fault, but the paticnt who will not surrender himself
to be cured”  We quite agree with all this.  In-
deed  we should judge every religion by this
principle. If the followers of a religion do not
observe its Injunctions, we arc not justified to
throw the blame: on ils teoets. We ask our
Christian brothers to put the same glasses over

their eves when viewing Islam,

The cruse of the problem is whether it is
possible for the world al large to come up to the
standard laid down by Christianity : *“ But [ say
unto you, That ye resist not cvil : but whosoever
shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him
the other” also.  And il-ady man will sue thee at
law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy
cloak also.  And whosoever shall compel thee to go
a mi'e, go with him twain.” (St. Math: 5; 38—41)
We are right if we say that it is mere idealistic,
Even
if this rule were followed, there would be no
It will

Robbery,

for we do not find any practical example,

law, and chaos will prevail in the world.
be a hayday for all mischicf makers.
theft, and all other evils will be in the full swing,
for they would fiad no check. It means tha
Christianity 1s no supporter of law, but of disordert
Again, those who preached the crusades, and those
who Llook part therein were all violating  the
teachings of their Master. For if the Muslins
had taken DPalestine, they should have offered
Kurope also.  Aundif Christiandom were to adopt
it in their politics, the glory of Europe would wane

in the twinkling of an eye.

“Therefore |say unlo you, Take no thought
for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall
drink ; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put
on” (st. Math: 6; 25), If the Christians are
going to obey the commandment of their Lord
they would do better to cut off all communication
with the doctors and physicians, for these people
tell us what we shall cat and what we shall drink,
and insist on taking care of our health and life.
Further they should destroy all  the machinaryg
that is working day aud night to give us what we
shall put on. Dut the case is quite the reverse.
Even the Missionarics sent (o preach the Gospels
are mostly doctors.
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W For it is casier for a camel to go through a
needle’s eye than for a rich man to enter into the
kingdom of God. 7 And elsewhere Christ teaches
his disciples not to care for the tomorrow’s bread.
This nceds no comment, I the world at the
_present stage were fo obscrve this rule, the
result is quite obvious
v From what has gone above, it is clear that the
of the Gospels are in no way benelicial

In fact thev strike at the root

teachings
to mankind now.
of all civilization and order. But it should not be
understood that the Muslims disbelieve  Christ and
hfs teachings. They hold that he was a messenger
from On High as other prophets had been. But
the fact i§ that his teachings were not for all times
and for all the world.  He himself said that he had
come to reclaim the lost sheep of Is racl. He
ﬁrophesied that another prophet will come after
him. * And he shall givc you another Comforter,
‘that he may abide with you for ever.” (St John:
14; 16) We belive that the comforter came in
the "person of Mubhammad (may peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him), and Quran is the
book that will abide with the world for ever 1n 1ts
purest state as it has doue for thirtcen centuties

1slam : the relegion of peace.

It may, however, be said that if Jehad does

ot enjoin fighting ; if it only means steering for
-the cause of truth and reghteousness; why did
‘the 'Holy Prophet take sword in hand against
unbelievers ?  The answer to this question entails
4 g;eat deal of the Islamic history which cannot

be fully dealt with in an acticle.  But it may
briefly be mentioned that it was not in compli-

ance with the “ doctrine of Jehad '’ that fighting

The command of Jehad * was

was resumed.
‘first revealed at Mceca, where the prophet led "a
most peaceful life. It was at Medina,
13 years later that the Muslims were obliged to
and the verse sanctioning the

about

resort to sword;
use of sword is this:—

Permission (to fight) is given to those upon
whom war is made, because they are oppresscd
XXI1: 39.

’ Now these words clearly show that the Mus.
Jims did not take
‘but they only defended  themselves.  The Holy
Prophet‘ and his companions had left their homes

the initiative for fighting ;

at Mecca ; and took refuge in Medina. But the

enemv would not let them stay here.  The Qurash
had determined the wholesale slaughter of the

Muslims and thus to exterpate Islam. Huge
preparations for an attack on Muslims in
Medina were going on in Mecca; and the

Qurash were resolved to leave no stone unturned
to annihilate the Holy Prophet and his followers.

It was in these circumstances that the Muslims
The Quraish did:
Muslims

were  allowed to wield sword

attack Medina and the there were
compelled to defend themselvesin order to save their
They did not
go to attack Mccca; but the enemy fell upon

took up arms to

lives.  They never took offensive.
Medina and the Musluns only
attack.
absurdity to say that Islam

repel the It is therefore the height of

weilded sword for

relegion 1 wrote a Sertes of articles, “The Prophet

)

in war time ” 1n the " Islamic Review,” and proved

from historical facts that there is not a single

. occasion in which the Holy Prophet weilded sword

for conversion.

The fact is on the other hand, that the un-
believers persecuted and killed the Muslims for the
sake of religion and yet the latter remained firm ;
because thelr conversion was based upon -convic.
tion and not on physical force. The peoplé‘ of
Medina readily agreed to help the Prophet and
defend the cause of Islam They actually shed
their blood for their faith Was it due to  forcible
conversion ?

The fact 1s that before the advent of the Holy
Prophet, there was no liberty, of thought in Arabia.
The new faith preached by the Holy Prophet
could not but fill the Arabs with indignation.
They did not toterate it But Islam had come to
¢stablish the religious lib(:x;t,y, and it did so. The
Islamic History goes to prove that all the battles
that were fought and won in the Prophet’s life-
time, were defensive and the only object in view
of the [reedom of

thought. The Quran itscll says :—And had there

Muslims  was o cstablish
not been Allal's repelling some people by others

certainly  there  would  have been pulled down

churches  and  Synagogues and
Mosques in which Allah’s name is much remem

cloisters, and

bered XXII: 40. It is transparently clear from this
verse that the Muslims fought for religious liberty
]

¢

for the preservation of the ¢ cloisters,” *¢ churches”

and “ synagogucs.” This gives only an inkling
of the large heartedness of the Prophet Muhammad,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon hin;
e does not only think of the mosques, but the
church of every crecd is a holy place to him and he
is anxlous for its prescrvation.  The Muslims, as a
nation are therefore the custodians of every church
on the world.  To them the differenc e of relegion is
not compatible with sympathy for the followers
of other religions.  Islam recognises the whole of
humanity as onc family of God; and inculcates

respect for cvery religion.

The Incarnation.

The incarnation of God into the person of
Jesus is the hinge on which the whole framework of
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Christianity turns.  The Church holds that in order
to redeem. humanity from the curse of sin and to
show the path ol salvation, the spiriv of  God
descended into the wowmb of Mary, and appeared
in the form of Jesus. Christians say that the
mercy of God compelled him to send Ilis Son
‘upon the carth among s suflering creatures,
so that they might walk with himand talk with
[slam,

him face to face. they argue, puts a

barrier between the Creator and the created ;
- the Sublime Deity ever remains a great Hidden
connection with ITis poor

Power having no

creatures : Christianity discards all such veils
bringing God into the same level with the uman
beings so that they might know [is Will from
His.own mo th. _

Let us go alittle deeper into this fallacy.

The object of religion is to delincate a perfect
Deity 'worthy of adoration.  Further it is its duty
to prescribe measures against all kinds of cvil,
to turn a brute into a man, to turn a man intoa
; godly one .

Christianity does the ;reverse of it It brings
the Lord of lleavens to lhe terrestial level to
share with human foibles, It represents the
Embodyment of all Purily as turning pure watcr
into an intoxicating and pernicious liquor (St.
John, 1I: g :

up from infancy and whose bosom swells at his

To his mother who brought him

sight with maternal affection and tenderness,
the All-Loving turns in a contewplable manner,
“ Woman | what

(St. John 11 : 4).

ing to its conception a simpleton who in pangs

have I to do with  thee,”

The all knowing One is accord.

of hunger runs to a fig tree and curses it for
not bearing untimely fruit (5t Mathew, XXI : 19).
The Almighty Potentate controlling the incom.
prehensible motions of countless conglomerations
in thelimitless space, it says, came down upon
earth to be spitted upon and mocked at by his
enemies (St. Mathew, NXVI .

utter

67-08) ; and ulti-

mately in helplessness  to undergo the

tortures of the cross !

Yet alter all this grealt Jlercy of God, what
Will does He leave behind Him? how does He
redeem mankind from the curse of sin? The
will He left behind was that it is in the nature
of man to sin; he can not avoid doing 1it.
The way, which He openced for redemption brings
still more credit to him.

washed away your sins.

My blood, He says, has
Could any better solu-
tion be possible ?

Islam, on the other hand, gives a vived and
attractive picture of the Great Unsecn. The Holy
Quran begins with ¢ e) t © ) slf seadV? ‘Al prajse
be to the ‘rab’ of all the worlds.” It must

be  understoud  that  the comprehensive  word

‘rab " brings in Wl the conception  of a crea-
cvolver, It
Lo 301 e )J [ * The
Merciful ¢ It

Clanl 1y L Dy s 7 A (e good names are His''—

tor, a sustwncer, and an runs on

most  Beneficent,

the most docs uot end  here.

that have come and will

What a Perfect and

all the good names
come into human conception.
Loving picture !

The other duty, that has fallen to the lot of

never  been  so fully discharged

religion, has

as by man by saying

Islam. It encourages
CpaE ual B e 30 BHA W8 ¢ We have created
man 1in the best make every man possesses
in his nature all the -potentialities of limitless

progress.  Having  soothed  and propped the

himsel{
born sinful, Islam further lays down all measures

drooping spirit  of man  who thought

The brute is turned
The man, 1 raises up to God. It

against brutish propensities
mto  man
purges him of carthly grossness by inculcating
strict ordinances against  all  social evils, by
prohibiling wine and swine, by enjoining daily
prayers, by giving rciterated injunctions to pay
the poor-rate A Muslim, further,
soars into the spiritual regions of peace and love.

That 1s not all,

He is brought into communion with his Lord, and
exalted to a position above the angels

where
“ the plumes of Gibrael are scorched’

Christianity imbues God with the attributes of
man, while Islam says ‘lmbue yourself with the
attributcs of God .

RAHIM BAKHSH,

Questions and Answers.

Md. Yakub AL Q. 1.
Mazhab,
without ** Mazhab " ?

What do you mean by

“and La Mazhab,” ? Can we g0 on

A.  Rougbly speaking © Mazhab " is the col-
lective name of the revealed laws for the guidance
Atheists do not belicve in revealed
and are called La Mazhab.

of man. laws
[slam is the relegion
(Mazhab) which one voluntarily or involantarily

follows, In some form or the other.

Q. 2. Should we dine with non-Muslims o
the same table. ‘

A. Yes Wearc allowed to have the food of
the Followers of the Book ; and can dine with them.
(). 3. What is the difference between religion,
and morality ? Can we go on .with the latter
without professing the former ?

A.  Religion is essentially associated with and
based upon revealed books ; morality upon society
and intellectual advancement. An atheist may be

morally very good ; but he cannot be a religious
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man. It should, howcever, be borne in mind that
the relegion is the safest coursce.

Q. 4 Almost all the

prohibit us from reading the Light; because you, as

Maulanas of  Bengal

"they say, arc leading us—the UEnglish knowing
boys—astray. Now what should we do 2

A. The best counsel which | can offer you
such

in the matler is not to takce prohibition

seriously, The “ Maulanas' must be preveating

you from learaing Euoglish as well. Do you abide
by this advice ?

Q. 5. Allah has no form, how can we imagine
him in prayer?

A. We must think of Ilis attributes, works
and power and not His personality, as it is beyond
imagination. He is not like anything.

Q. 6. Will time come when the whole world
will be converted to Islam ?

A. Not the whole world; but a great part
ofit.
Islam in the later days.

Q. 7. s there any rclegious obstacle in the
Hindu—Muslim fraternization ?

A. Not from the Islamic

it recognises the divine origin of every relegi

There is a prophecy about the Superiority of

point of veiw; as
1ons
But the tenets of Hinduism arc a great barrier
of course

S. A 0.1 Why usury is not
permissible for the Muslims in India when other

KarIM

races of this land exact interest {rom us,

A, The Qur-an has probhibited it. We
should not borrow money on interest

Sachendra Kumar Q. 1. Do you admit re-

birthin, if not why ?
A. No; because there is no conviucing proof

" for it.
’ Q. 2.

spirit 7. e. dead soul and ghosts ?

Do you believe in the existence of

A. Islam believes in the continuity of life,
and recognises life-after death. But the appearance
of ghosts is not supported by any auihority,

Q. 3

you request only Muslim brethven and not Ilindy

In the Light of 1st Sepetmber why did

brethren for your recovery 7 1 also pray that you
may recover very soon by the grace of God,

A. T am exceedingly thankful to you. [ dig

. not know that my Hindu brethren are also subscrily.

ers of the * Light.”

Fazal-ul-Karim Kban. Q. 1. What is the
neccsslty of * Wazu, " if [ wash my body properly.
A. DPurilication and cleantiness.  You cannot

have bath tive times a day.
Q. 2.

A, Divine functionaries arc called angels,

Q. 3 What do you mean by

a dream ; if so, prove it, if not, bow 1s it possible?

What do you think of Farishta (angely?

“ Meraj; " was it

souls are highly evolvad  are

7y
A, Tt was a =ort of " Kashf ™ and those whose
experienced in such
matters, Towas a soc of spivitual [light 5 or physical

Hipht from Mecea to Medino,

Q. 4. Whatas “Buag ™’ ?
A, There docs not appear any authority for it.
0. 5. Is Non-Violenee in the form in which it

15 in non cooperation movement jpreached by Islam?

Ao Islam always staods for peace and non-

violence.  Of course it sanctions sclf defence. In
the Prophet’s time when war was going on between

Muslims and cnemies of law,

non-cooperation was
ordered against the dead enemies of Islam, The
present movement is political and not religious.

Q. A Abdul Ghani Q 1:—Who : re the Imams?

A. Literally Imam means a leader, hence the
theoligions and lcarved are Imams. Some time:s the
word 1s uscd forthe i inspired porsunahtxes ralqed
by God for the rclormation of mankmd‘

Q. 2. Was Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Sahib a
Ilanfee or a Shafce ?

A. He was himselfan Tmam and the Mujaddid
of this century. e followed the Quran, then
Hadis, and then Abu Hanifa.

Q. 3.

follow any of the Imams ?

s it necessary thal  Muslims should

A, Muslims should follow the Holy Quran,
Hadis, and then Mujaddids (re formers) that are
raised after a century.

Q. 4. Who arc“Kalirs ” mentioned in the
Quran ?
A. Those who do not. believe in Islam are

“ Kafirs 7 (unbelievers ).

Q. 5. Can Muslims have any Connectlon with
such ' Kafirs ”

A. Yes.

n w ordly alfairs.

Inam Ullah Khan Q 1 :— What reasons have
you for belicving Kama Chandra and Krichna as

prophets ? -

A. The Quran has laid down the universal
principle that * every nation has seen its warner.”

India also must have her own

and as
believed to be

prophets ;
those personages are generally
divine ; the only couciusion is that they might
be prophets.

0. 2. If Ram Chaundra was' not a prophet is
it asin to believe tn him as a prophet,

A. It is not the question of belesving in Rama,
it is the question of prineiple of the ca.tholicit:f
of the divine revelation.  Potentially Rama my be

a prophet.

Q. 3. What are Aryas, Jacnis, Sikhs ? Are
they followers of the Dook ?

A Those who believe in a revealed Book like
vedas are followers of the Book.
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