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All Dbusiness correspondence and applications
should be addressed to THIE MANAGER of The
Light, Ahmudia Buildings, Laliore.  The subserip-
tion is strictly payable in advance, would-be sub-
seribers are requested to send their subseriplion with
their applications.  The paper is not sent per V...
Subscription may kindly be remisted by M. O. or
postage stamps.

The object of The Light is to disseminate
Islamic doctrives and to repudiate charges against
Islam but the expenses ineurred in getling out the
paper being very heavy and the subscription  being
only o nominal one, we respectfully appeal to our
Muslim brethren to send  donations to help the
Anjuman in making a free wide circulation.

Students who cannot. aflord (o pay the subscrip-

tion, may send their applications for free copics Lo
the Manager.

A number is assigned to ench recipient., In all

communications please ;note that number.

Receipts of the sulscriptions are nob sent to
senders hut they are acknowledged in the columus of
the Light. Subscribers are requested to see that
list and if the remittance of any subscriber is not
acknowledged therein he may  kindly communicate
with the Manager.

Correspondence of literary  nature may be
addressed to the Editor. Short articles, letters and
questions will also be welcome. Non-Muslims are also
invited to send questions to be unswered.

NOTES.
Proposed Railway to Mecca.

The Indian Muslims will be glad to
learn that, a number of the wenlthy Arabs
in Meccn have formed n syndicate in order
to finance a scheme of building a railway
between Mecen and Medina., This is good
news for Muslims in India, as large
numbers of them now pertorm the pilgrim-
age to these sacred places of Islam and
owing to Inck of ensy means of communi-
‘cation, have to undergo great hard-hips
When cravelling in carnvans.

There is, nlrendy, a direct railway
connection between Medina and Damascus
and Aleppo. From Aleppo the railway
runs to Scutari, on the Bosphorus opposite

Constuntinople. With the railway from

Medina to Meces completed there is a
likelihood of the route for pilgrims from
India, Java, and China being changed.
Rather than undergo the bard:bips of the
marches from Jeddah to Mecen, these
pilgrims, or at least many of them, are
likely to go to Damascus and then go by
truin to the sacred city. The railway will
also enable Muslim pilgrims to visit the
Holy Land. Now only the wenlthy
among them proceed on such an extended
itinersry as to include Jerusalem, Damas-
cus, or Constantinople in their pilgrimage,

The construction of the proposed
Railway while providing easy means of
¢ Inmunication with the holy places of
Islam will also like the Hijnz Railway
contribute to the fulfilment of the mighty
Prophecy of the Prophet who is reported
to have snid that « travelling by camles
will be nbandoned.” This was foretold as
the sign for the appearance of the Messiah.
Let the Muelims uow ponder if the
Messiah bas appeared.

Islam in Nyassaland.

We rend the
“ Moelem World”:—

following in the

“ More than twenty years ago,” writes a mission-
ry from Zanzibar, ¢ it was discovered by the British
authorities that Mohammedanism was penctrating
Nyassaland, and that it was the work of Arubs from
Zanzibar.  Although they were thoroughly anti-
Europeuu, nothing was done to interfere with them,
for fear of tronble clscwhere, with the result that
‘ten years later alinost every village in southern
Nyassaland had its Moslem teacher and its mosque
hut. In certain parts of . the diocese of Zanzibar
Mohammedanism is especially strong:  Thus, in
Zigualand, as could be secn from the account given
last antumn in “ Central Africa” by the Bishop of
Zanzibar of his tour through, that country, it counts
a large number of adherents, and is a great obst: cle
to Christian advance It is clear, however, from
what the Bishop said, that it is a very low and
unintelligent type of religion, with small effect on
conduct, and is very different from much of the
Mohammelanism in o town like Zanzibar.  The
increase of Islam will mean the decrease of Christ-
innity. Nothing hardens the mind more against the
Catholic faith. One particular need of the Church
in Africa to-day is trained missionaries against
Islam; men familiar with the whole coutroversy,
equipped with the necessary learning, and conversant
with the languages,
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The above is, in [act, a testimony
from the.pen of nn enemy to the inherent
beauties of Islam  which penctrate the
humsn bheart. [t also shows enthusiasan
with which the Christinn  missionarics
are determined to work against Islaim and
check it8 progress,

The Spiritual Khalifa of the Day.

One of our correspondents,  after
reading the Maulvi Muhammad Ali's
-article the “ Controversy on  Khilafat”
published in our irsue for lat Jumenry,
has asked a very pertinent question: “Who
ig the spiritual Kbalifa of the duy”?

It way be noted that ng was pointed
out in the avticle referred to above,
the Muslims should ook to the “divine
tenchers ” for tho spiritunl Nhilafat, nnd
not to the temporal King. - The Muslim
pation bas geen manyv divines who have
rendered valuable service to lslum, aud
bave guided the Muslims to the right
course. The great theologians of our
religion, whose names are still revered
“for' their piety and lenrning have been
invariably performing  the funetions of
spiritunl leaders since the death: of the
Holy Prophet.  Besides, there is a series
of Mujaddids {divine reformera) wio have
appeured at  the beginning of every
century and the Muojaddid of this century
is Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadinn.
He is the spiritual Khalifa of the day.

THE LIGHT..
Dated the 160 Jebruary 165205,

What to do?

(Communicated).
1L

Life is & gnme-—a gnine at once com-
plex and interesting. Iu fact, it is its ups
and downs, its snares and pitfally, its wazes
and labyrinths that go to muke this life
what it is. In its complexity les its chann,
in its mystery, it8 remance. Dut ala-l, how
few of us take it a8 such-ut its true worth!

How to play this game of life—it is
no pretension of mine to say. It is perhaps
for those to anawer the question, if for
~any at all, who have plaved the game
themselves. All I mnust sny—and any as-
eertion is based on what T have been anble
to glean from the Ffoorprinte of such as
scored success in- their dny--is: PLAY

THE GAME YOURSELF.

Be not a  dumb driven eattle”. De
the -hero of this drama of your life. Fnter
the lists with this self:conscious dignity

“them' down.

and take it from me the battle is already
half won.  Stumble yvou may, Iall you may,
fail yow mny, faint you mayv-—enme  what-
ever it may, figcht it cut you must--and by
yourself.

To my mind, it is this Inck of true
et lock on hie more than anythivg  elve
that has ncted as n mildew to blast the
muslim’s  virility,  He viewa this  Jife
from all sorts of wngles except one, the
onlv true one—viz, that life i a strife, =
struceley nognme and HE TS TTERO. 16
is ju~t this change of perspective, the ad-
justment of true attitude towards life  that
1s needed.

We gend our children to achools, stuft
their bhraing with all sores of things. They
eram book after book, puss examination
after examinaticn,  What we do not give
them and what they do not arquire »iH jusr.
the thing they wunt mosi—tne sense of
personal 7ole that awaits cach one on the

stage of life. The perscnal clement which

should be the aim of all true culture to
foster— that sacred rprrk of self-conscious-
neas—is crushed under the weight  of
examinations made henvier hy the school
mwaster’s  bireh.  That voblest of arts— -
Eduestion—which could bhest igunite this
spark of life in the voung soul at that
tender nge has been degenerated into a
s ul-killing machine. The school-inaster—
and | have been one mysell—is himself in
ninety nine out of » hundred cases, incapa-
ble of a loftier snd truer view of life.  He
ie & product of the self-snne system—a
chip of the same block, What could he
impnrt to the youths entrusted to his
enre?

Come up to the University stage end
you find the same tale retold only in diffe-
rent terms.  There vou meet “professors”
but in the majority of cases they are the
snme pedagogues magnitied.  The “echool
expands into the College hun that s all
The same old old routine ir there—caleulat-
ed,” one might say, with purpose to choke
and suppress the Inst spark . of life.  The
“professor” vomits cerinin ' things,—and
ho enlls it knowledge - the  pupil gulps
So goes the -grinding-mill
of our edueation und as round and round
it goes, it equieezes whatever juies of man-
liness it finds, out of our youths.  Of real
educntion, of real cultnra- which means
tirst and last, self-nwakening—there is none.

Our Bduentionn) system, however, is
vot the sole agency - for soul crushing.
Take anv phase of our life—social, econo-
mwi¢, political— and you find there some
nightmare or other weighing npon the
soul of the people.  Nay, even that Hea-.
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venloy  institution—religion—whoge —one
aim is to rejuvenate and revivify has for
all practical purposes heeome n dead-weirht
on the free uvrestricted play of the soul.
To this T propose sddressing mysell in my
next.

The root-enuse of all our ailments,
let meo sy, is our elave-mentality.  Let,
therefore, this be the slognn of our battle of

freedom:—EMANICIPATE THE SOUL!

(To be continued)

Correspondence.

CHRISTIANITY OR [SLAM.
To The Bditor the Ligbt,”

Dear Sir,

In the following lines, L intend to
poinh out some of the most important, but
simplest and  straightforward differences

_between Christianity and Islam, As for
the conclusion [ leave it to the just and
unbinsed minds of the readers themselves

: L

islam presents the unity of God in the
simplest and the purest of sl the forms.
Lt associates nought with Him.  Unity is
the kevnote to the conception of the
Divine Being in Tslam. The lnwa of nature
and the very nature of man itself, declare
His Unity, which is a cordinal doctrine of
the faith of Islum.  Agnin the God of
Islam is not the God of any particular.
caste, creed, or country. He administers
to the need of every individual or nation
alike. He is described in the IH-ly
Quran (1: 1) as the Lord of the worlds;”
and thus while widening the conception o
the Divine Being, it aiso enlarges the
circle of the brotherhood of man so ns to
include each and every nation of the
earth, and so brondeus the outlook of
human sympathy.  He is Benificient and

CoNcEpPTION oF Gob.

Merciful. His mercy encompansses sall
things. He is mot a mere judge, but

the supreme master of the whole of the
creation. He is self suflicient.  He needs
no helper. He begsts not nor is He
begotten. Heis perfect in the fullest
gence. He is ever living and ever present.
He is Omniscient and Omnipotent.

There is no limitation to His powers.
He tires pot.  He needs no rest.  He 1is
‘the Light of the world; and it s through

Him that the darkness is removed.. lle
is the only forgiver of sins.

Onb the other hand the Christian God
is 1ot & Lord (Kabb) but simply a “father”

(Abb)., He is not n sole master but a mere
jndge. Heis not self-suflicient, becnuse
Ile needs n son. Jle is not perfect,
beeause Le cannot forgive. e is tired,
beenuse he needs rest. e is not one but
three.

11 ProvuxTs.

The second crucial dilference between

_the two religins is sbout the belief in

prophets.

[slam snys that all the religious
personalities, such as Moses, Jesus, Budhs,
Krishon or Confusins, who appeared in
different nges and in dilferent countries,

- were they—in India, China, Xurope or

Persia, for the spiritual guidance and
advancement of humanity, were all true
messengers of God.  Iinch one of the
was sent for the reformation of his own
people. « A warner or a spiritual guide
has been sent to every nation” is the
verdict of the Holy Quran. Thbus #
Muslim while believing in nll the prophets
of God widens the circle of human love
and sympathy. e believes thut all the
religions of the world were true a8
revealed by God.

On the other hand Christinnity says
that, with the exception of Jesus Christ,
she onlv son of God, all the other religious
personalities were sinful and were not
noble and snme is the attitude of every
other religion. '

If a Christisn or a Hindoo comes
under the folds of Islam, he loses
nothing, because he continues to love or
hounour Jesus Christ or Krishoa, as he
did before, but on the other hand he gains
something, and that is he begins to
respect and honour ull the other good
nnd righteous personulities of the world.
But if n Muslim becomes a non-Muslim,
he crentes hatred and -ill-well for all the
good and noble persons of all the other -
religions and confines his love and honour
to one single personality.

" 1n short Islam presents Godhood as
a perfect unity wnd prophethood as &
belief in all the propbets of the world
and hence its cosmopolitan nature.

(To be continued.)

Questions and Answers,

Mr. Abdul Aziz :—

Q. 1. (a) Are we allowed o use slave maids
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‘without marrying them? {») If so, how mauy, could
they exceed the nwmber 47

A. (a) No; marriage i.r, the declaration of tnking
a monid s wifo is essential; (0) no, we cannol exceed
the limit of 4.

Syed Inamullnh Shal :—

Q. 1. Distinguish fully between a « Kafir” and
« Ahl-i-Kitab.” Can one be both ab the same Lime.

A. A “Kafir” is one who does not helieve in
Islam, he may or may not be AblH-Kitab ¢.s. follower
of the Book. :

'

Q. 2. Are there Mushriks in the Muslims?
A. Yes., Some muslims commit a sort of Shirk.

Q. 8. Is it lawful for an Ahmadi 60 say prayers
behind a non-Ahmadi Imam,

' A.  An Ahmadi can say his prayers with  non-
Ahmadi Iwam, provided the latter makes a publie
declaration that he considers the lute Mazrat Mirza
Sahib and his foilowers as Muslims.

Q. 4. Who is the secomd Successor of the
Promised Messiali?

. A" All nis followera are his suecesgors provided
they do the work nssigned by hiwm.

Q. 5. Oan we call a man righteons who is not
the recepient of diviue revelalions (see note 5HYs
Muhammad Ali’s ‘Translation of the Quran).

A Yes, every man who leads a holy life is
righteons, We cannob always koow whether o wman
is recepient of divine revelation or not.  "The Holy
Quran, of course has plainly said that the « righbeous
shall have good news in thus life,”

Q. 6. Who is greater as recards the nnmber of
revelations, M. Mahmud Ahmad or Maulvi Muhmimad
Aliz

A Trdo not know; you' may put this guestion
to them. "It is not the revelation sloune that makes
men great.

. Q. 7. Quote revelations of non-prophets cou-
taining the word * Nabi ” (prophet) '

A, T afraid the answer 4o this question s

soo lengthy for these columus,  Uur Soriely is woing

" to publish shortly a hook, the Aulya-i-Unimat:” in

whieh this is fully dealt with. 1 shouwld like o
recommend the perusal of this beok.

Q. 9. What punishment, did Dr. abdul Hakeem
and Sapauilah of Amritsar got for their belviour
against the Promised Messiah.

A. Dr. Abdal Hakeem died in the prime of
age without attaining any snceess. M. Sanaullsh
was asked to do “ Mubahila;” buat e declined.
For farther parsiculars please see a pamphlet.
“the Ayatullsh.”

- Mr. Sachindu Kumar Chakarwarky -—

Q. 1. Do you admib the fmmortality of soul?
If 8o where does it go after death?

A. Yes; soul does not require suy space.

Q. 2. (@) What is the necessity of following a
prophet? (b} can we got ralvation without following
u prophet.

A. () A prophel is the medimn of the  divine
word, hence the nceessity of following him is
apparenl.

() Salvation is the consequence of the evalution
of soul, and our soul cunnos be evelved to ifs highest
piteh unless we obey the divine word which we get
ouly through a prophet.

Q. 3. (@) What are angels; () have yon ever
seen them, (¢) if not what makes you helieve in their
existencee,

A.  («) Divine functionaries are called  angels,
() no; (¢) it is not vecessary that we should believe
only in those things which we have seen. Did you
ever see & sowl I hope mef, and shifl 1 think you
believe in ibs existence a~ your Hrst question shows.

Q. 4. («) Does your relicion allow you to dine
with a Hindu 1o his house. (b, If it does why, if not
why?

A. Yes, the food of the Peaple of Pook is per-
missible, T am sorry L connot understand  your obher
“ whies.”

Q. 5. What is Id-ul-azha? cxplain ic fully.

A. Azha means sacrifice, [d-ul-wzha the festival
ol dacrifice. It is a famous feskival of the Muslime
on which they offer animal sacrifice, which iy of
conrse a symbolical aet {or sacrificing every thing
for Allah.  Vor further particalars please read my
book the “ Haji,” which e¢an be had from the
Alimadiyya Avjuman Ishanst-i-Islam Lahore,

Q. 6. Snppose I am 2 Muslim, and optionally
become a Hindn or a Christian.  Now will you in
stieh a case apply force bo make me give up my new
fuith.

A, No: the Ilolv Quran says :—< There should
be no corapulsion in religion.”

Q. 7, What is your opinion ahout our Sri
Krishoa and Hinduism?

A, 1think Sri Krishna was 8 | holy man; and
Hindism originally a divine religion hut hy the
lapse of Lime it has become corrupt and obsolete.

Q. 8. What is * Khilafat”? Connot  Islam live
withoat it? Cannet the Amir of Afghanistan be
a Khilafa. .

A ¢ Khilafat ™ means succession,  'The Ioly
Prophet was the divine teacher and also the head of
the Muslim Kingdom of Arahin which was established
aceording to the divine promise in the Qursn. He
and his successors (Khalifas) protected the integrity
of the saered places  of Islam  sibuated in Arbis.
There must be o Musliin - power to probect these
places; aud as Turks ave decidedly o strong nation,
they are {ib for it and not the Auir of Afghanistan.

Important Notice.

The subscribers arc esrnestly requested to send
theiv subacription for Lhe next yoar as soon as the
dute of the previons subseription expires. In case of
defauls the manager shall have to perform his
painful duty of with-holding the  paper, till the
receipt of the new subscription.
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