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The Light is published twice a month, an the
Ist and 16th, )

All business correspondence and applications
should be addreszed to THIE MANAGER of The
Light, Ahmadia Buildings, Lahore.  The subscrip-
vion is strictly payable in advance, would-be sub-
seribers are requested o send their subscription wish
their applications.  ‘The paper is not seng per V.P.I.
Subscription ay kindly be remisted by M. O, or
postage stamps.

The object of The Light is to disscminate
Islamic doctrines and to repndiate charges aguinst
Islam hut vhe expenses meurred in wetling out the
paper being very heavy and the subscription  being
ouly a nominal one, we yespeetfully appeal to our
Muslim brevhren to send donations to help the
Anjuman in.making a free wide circulation.

Students who cannot afford to pay the subserip-
tion, may send their applications for free copies to
the Manager.

A pumber i assigned to cach recipient.  In all

communications please yuote that number.

Receipts of the subseriptions are not sent to
senders hut they ave acknowledged in the columns of
the Light.  Subscribers are requested to see  that
list and if the remitiance of any subscriber is not
acknowledged thercin he muy kindly communicate
with the Manager.

Uorrespondence of literary  nature  may be

addressed to the Bditor. Short articles, letters and

* «questions will also be weleome. Non-Muslims are also
invited to send questions to be unswered, -

NOTES.

Human Sacrifice.

The Times Bulawayo (South Africa)
crrrespondent gives the following thrilling
sccount of n recent human sacrifice by =
native tribo of Sonth Khodesin to propitiate
the “ rain spirit " :

The elders ol the Muawara tribe, alarmed at the
drought and the poor crops, consulted the rain
docvor, and decidgd on what they elaim to be the
never-failing expedient of human sacrifice by
hurning. "The lot fell on a native who, it is alleged,
had becu intimate with another native’s wife. It
was discovered that the iutended victim was the son
of the rain doctor, who, however, proceeded with
the sacrifice. The struggling man was bhound and
burut alive.  Directly life was extinet, heavy rains
began.

‘The celebrations of the success of the sucrifice
were interrupted by the arrival of the police. The
clated tribe, not aware of having done wroung, showed

the police Lhe charred remains of the vietim and
told them of previous oceasions ou which similar

© sacrifiess had been enqually suceessful, the last one

menbioned heing in 1917, They assert that the
*rain spirit,” whose nane is Mwari, lives in their
districh, which they therefore wished to be ineluded
in the Rhodesian Native Reserves, The local

* paramount chief s suid to remember seventy-two

nabives who had heen burnt as rain sacrifices.

A barburity of the most ghastly t;pe
nt which the conscience of our civilized age
must shudder !

Home-made Christianity.

We understand the committee formed
for the revision of the Prayer Book, in
order to bring it up to modern require-
ments, have proposed the introduction of
some new prayers—one for industrial
peace, one for election time, one for
troubled conscience, one for good weather.
Besides, six of the Ten Commandments
bhave been shortened. And what is the
process. by which these revisions and
additions are to become part nnd parcel of
Christianity? They have to pass through
the House of Bishops, the House of
Clergy, the House of Laity, and finally
to receive parliamentary sanctions, when
they will attain full-fledged " religious
sanctity. This is how Chbristianity is
coined ! Manufactured in the human mint,
it is stamped with Divine authority. Such
has been its history all along. A thing
of human origin, it has failed to stand
the test of time and 'experience, and has,
of necessity, bad to change form from
time to time, to readjust itselfto changed
conditions.  Is it fair—nay, honest—to
thrust such man-spun stuff on humanity
s » revealed systein?

Bible for the Blind.

The Bible Society, we understand,
has taken steps to issue the Bible in
embossed characters in about thirty-eight
different languages, for the use of the
blind. The attempt, in so far as it implies
consideration of the blind, is, beyond
question, deserving of commendation. Will
it not induce the Muslims to issue the
Quran in different langunges?
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Was Jesus Divine?
(Communicated.)

Man-made creeds and theologies never
stand the test of time. Ilines and councila
abrogate old laws and make new ones,
which again in their tucn nre repealed to
make room for still newer ones, and so the
process goes on. Similar is the cnse with
maun-wmade religions. Iiver new formularies
and new forms of worship are created,
which prove inadequate to the next
generation, and are thrown into the
nmelting pot. They lnck Divine nuthorship

" and Divine guidance, and are, at best, but
experiments.  The most notnble example
‘of these man-made religions.is what goes
under the name of Christinnity.

Those who bhave nny acquaintance
. with the history of this religion, from
the time Jesus disappenred from the scene
of Pulestine upto the present, will appre-
ciate better the truth of the above remarks.
Jesus brought no new religion and left
none behind him, except the saume old
Jewish faith, while the resul nuthors of
Christinnity were the Greeks of Alexnn-
derin, who had never seen or heard .Jesus
Christ. Difterences were bound to occur,
because nobody knew what Jesus, the

‘prophet of God, had taught. During
the  first three centuries  Chris.
tinnity was divided into several sects.

- [ have often attempted to study this sub-
_ jéc‘t, to draw up a list of the various sects
which contended for mastery in the firss
three centuries, nnd to note down their
points of difference, to know, just what

were the principles which distinguished one .

from the other. T must fraukly admit
that so far [ have been unable to undo
the tangle. There seems to be an  urtter
confusion prevailing, with not « stngle
Jiwed principle of faith being accepied by
all Christians. There is, however, one
matter of controversy -that stands above
all others—the nnture of Christ.

quarters divine? How much of Jesus was
divine and how wuch human? Freedom of
thought and speech under non-Christian
rule would have sooner or later settled
the question. But unfortunately Christia-
nity became a political power in the fourth
century, and the voice of controversy
was hushed in fire and blood. From
that time right on to the close of the 1Sth
~century ‘ fire und sword ’ bave determinad
‘all questions of faith in Christian lands,

Was he .
one quarter divine, one half divine, three.

“still exists.

"he denied the resurrection

offers no nbstract arguments,

But modern age has brought freedom.
Churches have lost their power.  Modern
sciences have not only shaken but demo-
lished the citadel of Christianity.  [ts
most cherished doctrines have been blown
into pieces. That was done in the Inst
century, mostly by those who were outside
the Church.  But the twentieth century
hes put tongues in the mouths of those
as well, who are inside the Church, the
aflicial guardians and mouthpieces of
Christinnity, and pastors, priests and
ministers are crying at the top of their
voices that the basic dognas of Christianity
are not true,

It was in August 1991, at Cambridge,
England, thut the Rev. Dr. Rashdnll, Deun
of Carlisle, and the Rev. H. D. A. Major,
Principal of Ripon Hall, at theological
College at Oxford, made those famous
utterances which created such » storm in
the Koglish Press.  The duily newspupers
characterised their utternnces ag n ¢ bomb-
shell to Christinnity.” They said, in
effect, that Jesus was not God, that some
of hig prophecies did not come ou: true.
They denied his wirnculous birth and his
miraculous powers, and characterised bim
af ignorant of the authorsbip of biblical
books, and as superstitious as others of his
age. 1t is a fundamental article of Chris-
tian faith that Christ rose from the dend.
Indeed, if he did not nrise from the dead,
the doctrine of atonement is naturally
fulse, and Christianity goes to the wall,
Rev. Major denies the physical resurrec-
tion of Christ.

It wili be of interest to my readers to
know that in Christinnity nobody has any
right of freedom of thought nnd speech
in matters of religion.  When Christinuity
was in power, non-Christisns were not
allowed to exist in  Christian Innds.
Those who refused to become Christians
were put to the aword straight away,
while those Christinns who differed from
the Cburch in wny  matters of faith,
howsoeover unimporiant, were toriured
and killed or burnt alive. The day of
these penalties bas pnssed, but the Fform
A Christinn  winister dure
not think for himself. If he does, he
stands the charge of heresy, and the
accused is punished, disgraced and thrown
out of the ‘ministry.  An accusation of
heresy was laid ugninst Lev. Major, because

of Jesus in
defence, e
He simply
shows ‘from former records how the
belief -originated, and how Christians
have aiways differed in it.  For instance,
the Rusealites, # modern American sect,

body. I have read bis
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who cull themselves International Bible
Students Associntion, do not  believe that
Christ rose from the dead, and this mny
safely be taken as the current belief
among all ndvanced Christinng.  In fhis
connection I wrote to Rev. Major and
invited him to a friendly discussion on
the question of resurrection.  He acknow-
ledged my letter, promised to write ngain
at length, but did not; psrhaps, he forgot.
But the revolt sawgainst the dogmuas of
-Christinnity is not limited to the Kuropean
Countries. It is widespread in the Uniced
States of America too, although not to the
snme extent, due to many cnuses, the
‘main cause being that not tess than 90%
people havs never read the Bible or any
part of it. The average American is ignorant
of its contents. It 1s only occagionlly that
n really intellicent and capable man of
strong moral character with an indepen-
dence of spirit finds himself in the Church,
and more often than not, such persons are
-dangerous for the peace of the Church to
‘which they belong.

Such u one is the Rev. Dr. Percy
‘Stickney Grant, Rector of ihe Ctiurch of
Arcensivn in - New York City. Sunday
‘before the lust, he j gged bis congregation
out of the slumberous ntmosphere which
is charact ristic of every Church by
decluring that Christ was not God and
did not have the power of God! . Such
~ an awful utterance could not fail to drew
the wrath of nuthorities upon the speaker.
His bishop (Dr. William T. Manning)
-directed bim eitber to recant or resign or
-gtand trinl on a charge of heresy. The
Rector has refused to recant or to resign.
He hns elected to be tried for heresy,
“in order that a <question of doctrine
might be determined.” lu other words, it
‘will be a test case, in which the cuestion
of the divinity of Christ will be determined.
It is too early to sy at this stnge whether
and when the trial will tnke pluce. The
Rector-is backed up by a strong body of
clerey who all deny the Godhood of
Jesus.

The Rector’s reply to
-deserves notice :—

the  bishop

“I-cannot love God with my mind
-and at the same time believe that the laws
of nature were ever violated; for the
:simple renson that God himself has taught
me, ns be is tenching ' all our sons and
‘duughters in every modern university of
the western world today, that these laws
-ure immutable throughout eternity.

“ Tt ig not in the remotest degree that
I question His power. It is simply a

matter of evidence. If you reply that io
the gospel miracles Inws of which we have
no knowledge were set in operation .1
wust angwer that in such cases the ullégéd
events ceased to be miracles,

“ Not an Iota of Evidence.” .

« Should vour hypothetical conten-

“tion turn out to be true in fact, With all

the lovers of the truth T would rejoice in
uch fresh reveiation. But of this there
is ag yet not geintilla of evidence.

« In the ¢ miracles’ of healing wany of
the laws employed by Christ have to-day
been made known to us, but we thereby
realize clearly that such works are mnot
contrary to but in accordnnce with law.”"

As to Christ walking cn .the‘ surfuce
of the water, Dr. Grant said:

« All books of the New Testament
tell us that he had a true human body and
lived a renl humian life.  That human
body weighed let us say, 150 pounds. Am
1 helped either in my own inner life or in
my preaching to others by affirming that
such n body, in utrer defiance of .the Jaw
of gravitation, walked upon water ss upon
n solid floor? Were I to state that this is &
literal facr, might 1 not justly be cbarged
with denying the true humunity. of our
Lord? And | am very sure that Jesus 'of
Nnzareth did nothing in bis life for the’
purpose of creating wonder. Indeed, he
definitely refused the request for » sign
of this character.” ’ '

The wain point, however, was the,
diviniry of Jesus, which the RKev. Dr.
Grant denies. There is one argument in
bus reply which is so true that 1 muss
state it here. The gospels say that Chrisc
prayed to God. Dr. Graut asks, ‘“1f he
possessed the power of God, could he have
prayed to God? Is it not untbinkable that
God 'can pray to Ged' 7 Yer this “is.the
most unthinkable thing which the ‘best of
Christians believe and ask others 1o believel,
The dawn, however, is coming, and people
are beginning to realise the absurdicy - of
Cbristian dogmus,

Questions and Answers.
Mr. Mubammad Ali Effandi :—

Q. 7. (¢) Was our Holy Prophet a smoker; and
(b) is smoking permissible? :

A (a) No; (b) although smoking does. not

.come under the calagory of prohibited things; yet

it should be, as far as possible, avoided.
Q. 8. Is drinking permissible?

A. No; do you, living in 90th century can fancy
that such abominable thing can be permissible, while
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the civilized countrics of Furope and Americu are

- thinkiug to logalise its prohibision. Lt is e triumph
of Islam that the world after a loug expericuce hag
yielded to the verdict of the Quran.

Q. 9. Is it brue that in the lust days of the
world a kind of human being (Yajuj and Majuj)
will appear?

A. Yes; they are two differeus peoples, Gog
and Hagog.

Q. 10. What is the difference Lebween a  Wahabi
and & Sunni? :

A. Please sec auswer to the question No. 6;
in the last issue “ Whabi™ is only another name
rather nickname of Ahl-i-Hadis. .

Q. 11. What is your opinion about the Holy
Prophet; was he the lust prophet? Prove it? )

A. Yes; he is the last of the prophets; because
the law he gave ue is final.

Mr. Ishaq Ali :—

Q. 1. What kind of ground is most suitable and
pleasing to God according to Islam for burrying the
dead?

A, Ibis not always o mavier of choice; but
genorally speaking graves should le jn o strong solid
soil to ensure the safe custody of the dead body.

X N

Q. 2. There is 4 Hindu friend who recites
Darood sharif daily; can he be called o Musli.

‘A. This shows that he believes in the IToly
Prophet. e may be o Muslim at heart.  Bug why
does he nob declare it?

© Q. 3. If a Muslim has not said his prayers for a
number of years what should he do to atone for them?

A. fle sbhould make = solemn pledge uot to
ueglect the prayer in future and  should give some
alms.

Q. 4. Please explain your statement to the
effect that when a dead body is  burnt its particles
fly in the air and make it impure; as every one
knows that organic substances are burnt, to carbonic
¢as and water and thus rendered barmless because
they are used by plants as their food.

"A.  Yes, organic substances when totally burnt
affect the purity of air to some extent and if they are
pattially burntthe effect is worse., 1t is quite an-
other thing that trees usc the carbonic gas. It ig
not a wise plan to produce & certain effect and bhen
to adopt or rely on measures which may unde it.

Mr. Mahboob Ali Khan :—

Q. L In time of plague epidomic is it allowed
for a Muslim cither to get himself inoculated or
quit the affected area? Plesse snpport your answer
with authority and reasons.

A, Yes; rather it is the duty of a Muslim to adop
all preventive measures.  Tlazrat Umar, in the days
of the pestilénce ordered hisg troops to leave the
affected ares; and the Ioly Qur-an Bays :—*“ Do not
put your hauds into death.”

Mr. Ke. Ke. P. Mahta :—

Q. 1. How can you say that the Qurau is the

best religioun book 1n the world>

A. It is a fact that vo other heavenly book has
wroiight such » wonderfnl reformation in the world-
as the Holy Quran,

Q. 2. It is said the Zoraster wrote many
religious works which were destroyed by Alexander
the Great. Had these been not destroyed they would
have surpassed the Qurau.

A. It is only supposition or allegation wanting
proof. The Quran on the other hand is g living
miracle. T dwelt on this point in my article, the
miracles of the Holy Prophet, to which you refer.
Kindly read that article carefully and you will, .1
hope realise, the anique features of the Qur-an.

Mr. Abdul Majid :—

Q. 1. Is God hotli Just and Forgiving at oune
atid the same time> .

A. God is Master and not g mere  Judye,
"Therefore, He-is nog guilty of injustice if IIe forgives
His servants or creatures.” May, canuot claim justice
from God; because Jjustice demands equality while
the relation of God to a man is that of master to
his servant.  The divine law of reguittal s of
course, characterised by merey and forgiveness.
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Au ambitious youngman? Then don’t fail to-
read the New Urdu Book Kamyahi ” telling « How
to CHOOSE :nd how to START on » career to-
ENSURE success in the batile of life” It will.
pay you.  Price I/- postage extra.

Apply to-day to :—
H. GIIULAM RASUJ,, ‘
Merchant Kamyabi Depot,
WAZIRABAD, (P»).

THE “AUSLIM OUTLOOK,”

LAHORE.

The Only Musiim Euglish Daily in Todia. The
best Mediwm’ for Advertisement.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES,

Lu advance.

Yearly 20 o

Half Yearls 4 0 o0

Quarterly B 8 0 0

Monthly 3 0 o
Ningle Copy 2 Aunas,

Voreign Countries 32 0 o

NOTICE,

The Almadiyya Anjuman Ishaal-i-Islam hag -
sauctioned 300 copies of the Light to be sent free
of cost to such seckers after trugh “who canuot
aflord to pay the subscription, Naturally non-
Muslims will be preferred. Apply to the

MANAGER.
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