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The Light is published twice a month, on the
st and 166h.

All business correrpondence and applications
chould be addressed to P11 MANAGER of The
Light, Ahmadia Buildings, Lahore. The subserip-
tion is strictly payable in advance, would-be sub-
seribers are requested to xend theiv sulseription with
their applications.  'The paper is nob seut per v.pp.
Subscription way kindly be remicted by M. O.or
postage stamps.

The object. of The lLight is to disseminale
Islamic docbrines and to repudiate charges against
Ielan but the expenses ineurred in getiing  out the
paper being very heavy and the subgeription being
only a nominal one, we rexpectinlly appeal Lo our
Muslim brethren to send donations to Lelp the
Apjuman in making a free wide circulation.

Stadents who cannol aliord to pay the subserip-
tion. may send their applications for free copies to
the Manager.

A nunmber is assigned to ench recipient.  In all

communications please guote that number.

Receipts of the subscriptions are not scub to
senders but they are acknowledged in the columns of
the Light. Subscriliers are requested to see  that
list and if the remibtance of any suhscriber is not

ncknowledged therein he may kindly communicate
with the Manager.

Correspondence of likerary  nature  may  be
addressed vo the Bditor. Short articles, letters aud
questions will also be welcome, Non-Muslims ure also
iuvited to send guestions to be auswered.

NOTES.

Islam in Borneo.

We read the following in * the Moslem
World”:— -

“The total population of West Borneo is more
than 820,000 inlanders and 12,000 forcigners (Buro-
peans, Chinese, Arabi, ete.).  OFf the total inlanders
about one-third are Mohammedans and the others
heathens. "The Dyaks are Ghe original inhubitauts
of Borneo, and have been driven back to the moun-
tains and inland sections of the island by the Malays,
Arabs and Chinese.  On the west coast there nre Lwo
Malny Sultans with the princes and chiefs.  In early
days the Chiuese gold miners were divided into two
or more kongsis or companies, who strove Lo control
the coast, and refused to obey the Malay Snltans,

who asked the help of the Netherlands Indies Govern- .

ment from Java. Asthe result of subduing the Chinese,
several trading posts were granted to the Netherlands
Indies Governwent, who slowly introduced reforms
and new laws, until vow the Sultans have little
power, and the Cliinese have tnrned to rice, cocoanub
and pepper planting, and the old sceret societies have
almost disappeared.

«The Malays are an casy-going people, satigficd
to have enough for the dny or hour, leiving most of
the trade to the Chinese and living in contenbment
undewthe rule of the Iolland Government. - The
Molbammedans are not fanatics, being willing to
dizcuss (uestions of religion, and allowing their
children to attend the Government schools and the
private or mission schiools,  Many Malays go to
Mecea, and veturn as hajis some of whom couduct
prayers at the mosques, although there are a number
of Arabs who serve as prieste.  The mosques are
small, wooden huildings, often in disrepair.

“ At present Lhere are two religious societies ab )
work among the Chinese and Dyaks, the Capuchin
pricsts and nuns, and the Methodist Mission. Little
or no work is done nmong the Malays or Mobam-
medans, though the fricudship of these people is
cultivated. Dlost of the religious work is doue
among the Chinese, as so many Christians come
from China or Singapore, and from a nucleus for new
work. A uumher of rchools for the Dyak children
have been opened by the missions, while the
Government turns its attention to the Malays, thus
avoiding any religious frictionm. A few of the
Mohammedans from DBritish  India ~or Malay
Peninsula could be reached through Knglish schools,
but this is not favoured by the Government or the
wissions, as the school work in Malay aud Chinese
will reach the greater number.

~ “The Dynks have not hecome Mohammedans
in any large numbers, ab least along the coast, though
somo of the np-river Dyaks are said to be Mobam-
medans  The coast Dyaks have been so cheated
and driven hack by the Chinese and Malays that
they have no liking for auny religion presented by
these folks. Wherever the Protestant and Catholic
missionaries op n schools for the Dyak children in
the Malay or eofficial langunage, the children are
eager to learn o little, hut have no idea of higlier
education, us the Government aims only at four or
five vears study for the native children, -though
there are higher schools for the brighter boys and
girls.”

This is enough to give an inkling of
the nctivitier of the Christian missionaries.
The question ia how should we the Muslims
combat this vast propagands, and where
are funds and men?

> x Railways in Afghanistan.

It would appear that the notion of
establishing a railway system in Afghanis-
tan ig being received with favour by thbe
press in that country, and therefore it

"y be nssumed, snys The Pioneer Mail,

thut the Amir bimself bas given it” his
eupport. The indications are that the
first railway which will be opened will
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run besween Kabul snd Dar-ul-Awman six
miles away. Ingines and rolling stock
have been collected at Iabul for the
project under the directions of Ttalian
engineers, and it is believed that these
engineers will shortly begin the work of
constructing the line.  The suggestion is
wooted by one paper that it would be
better to make the line n  kind of electric
tramway and that Kabul might, by such
a means of communication, be linked up
with other suburbs in due course.

THE LLIGEHT.

Darep iy 16m May 1923,

“Anjuman Ishast-i-Tslam Lahore.

Apostasy ! and how te combat it ?
{Communicated
(This article was orvicinally writken in Urdu by

Maulvi Mahammed Ali M. A President Alimadiyya
Ve have rendered it

into Buglish for the readers of the Light.  d. 1.)
It is anid that about 275 missionaries
are working at presert in the aflected

area. If these men work unitedly and
with & common object in view, the resulta
wre expected to be splendid.  Nor only
the Muslims can be saved from the attacks
of the idolators but a large number of
Hindus too can be attracted towards
Islam through the sprend of true Ielamic
teachings in that territory.  If one mis-
sionary works, say ic two thousand, even
then the present number of workers is
enough to manage 500,000 people. But
the whole thing deveuds upon the right
way of working and a strong organization.

I deem it advienble to stnte here for
the information of my Muslim brethren
the method of work which the Ahmadiyya
Anjuman Ishaat-i-Islam Lahore has adopted
after full consultation and experience.

Firstly: —We bave to define and deter-
mine our object. Any one who has
thought over the subject for n while must
have seen that our country-men have
turned to Malkanas and Gujars for win-
uing them over from Islum simply becnuse

: they found them ignorant of the religion.

Our country-men together with the whole
world are congcious of the fnet that the
principles of Islam have got such a wonder-
ful attraction, that no one who hns once
fully grasped them will ever think of
going back to disbelief As a matier of
fact these people nre told “you are in
reality Hindus; and therefore you should
come back to your own caste ”

In these circumstances the workers
there must bave only ono object wiz, to

preach only the fuudamentsl principles
of Islain. [ understaud that the majority
of Muslims concur on the point that all
sects in [slam nre one on  principles and
the differences nare only minor.  Thus,
those who are ignorant of the very princi-
ples of Islam, should be first of all taught
only the broad principles of the religion.
There is no occasion for the preaching of
minor differences in that part of the
couniry and nor are the people educated
enough to realize them. One who goes to
the affected aren, presents the so called 73
seces of [:lam and cluiims salvation only
for his own, is in reslity doing a great
harm to the cause of lslam; though by
mistake be may think that he is doing a
service. There are so wany millions of
other Muslims to take part in the sectarian
controversy ag to which sect will go to
Heaven and which to Hell If we want

“to tuke the advantage of the ignorance

of these people who iu the opinion of our
enemies are at the gate way of the
spostasy we should paturslly adopt the
snme methuds as are resorted to by the
Aryn Samajists or their co-workers to
attnin their political aspirntions. Lt was
for this resson that we instructed our
izsionaries on the very first day we
deputed them to enlighien the people
only on the basic principles of Islam.

Secondly :—1It should be borne in
mind that & temporary work for a
short time will be of littlg use. No doubt
we want some work for a short time as
well, but that is for defence only. Our
real objece, however, must be to make

these people such staunch Muslims that
Hindus ghould never. again  think  of
winning them over from Islam.  Nay

rather, they should begin to absorb ir
themeselves those of their tribes whe bave
not yet embraced Islam.  Therefore, I
think we st.ould work in
for ten years; and even after that period
they should nct be left entirely to
thew:elves. '

The method of work which we have
chalked out for our missionaries ig this t=—
Lvery missionary has got a circle of 6 or 7
villages, with s head quarter where we
have opened n school.  Thus he is in
position not to reformn only the present
generation but also the future generation,
which will be brought up in the Islamic
atmosphere. At present our Society is
spending about 300 rupees on the snlaries
of the teachers of such gchools and the
scope of work will be extended in future
according to the funds which the Society
may get for this purpose. DBesides the
salaries of the teachers we have to-pay for

them at least -
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books and the miscellaneous expenres
as well.

Thirdly :—These  schools  will  be
ordioarily up to the 5th primary nnd
their only ndvantage is thnt the future
generation will be unbued with the pure
Isinmic spirit. But » nation eannot live
unless it has got a clags of  Ulema, theolo-
ginhs, who should make progress in
religious research, especiully in the
present time when wo lhave to prench
Islum on the lines of comparative study
of religion. To achieve this end, we
jmpart religious educntion to the promis-
ing and intellivent students from the
aflfected aven; so that nfter receiving
education ihey may be able not only to
deferd Tslnn against its hostile critics
but should also do the propaganda work.
At present wWo have got three students
and ns the funds incresse we have to
extoud this work as well The Holy
Quran also lays down that every tribe of
Mulims should hnve some people who may
. acquire religious education in order to
* guide other Muslims. It snys :— And it
does not beseem the believers thut they
should go forth sltogether, why should
‘not then & company from every party
from among them go forth that they
may apply themselves to obtain under-
standing in religions and that they may
warn their people when they come back
to them that they may be cautious.

Fourthly :—1In  the prosent circum-
stances it is essentinl that some missionaries
_may be reserved-for combating the activi-
ties . of the Smajic propagaadist. We
have therefore reserved for the work,
two of our best wen, who have successtully
earried on the propagands agninst Arya
Smaj: oue is posted jun the territory of
Gujnrs, while the other in  that of
Malkunas, .

Fifthly :—1It is aiso incumbent to
meet the present siturtion to preduce
religious literature in Hindi to be disse-
minated in this territory for the propaga-
tion of Islam. The Socicty therefore has
undertaken the issuing nnd free distribu-
tion of small tracts on various doctrines.

The representatives of other societies
nve requested to intimate to us the number
of the tracts they require for distribution
so that the snme may be printed according
to requirements.

Sixthly :~—The Society bas  aleo
opened a dispensary which is of course
for the benefit of the public.

Correspondence,
Dear Eptrox dans,

" The quostion of transmigration Wwas |
discussed in your issue of the 16th~
Junuary but in my humble opinion. the
argument was ndvanced on n wrong basis,
so I take the liberty cf requesting you to
publish the following few lines.

The principle referred to in your
reply does not apply to the doctrine of
transmigration in as much us no judge
has any hand in that question. ~ The soul
iteelf finds out & cell meet for its position,
which is congeninl and eonvenient to
it. Just ar a drunkard rerorts to and
finds himself at his best in the winecellar
aund a devotee in the mosque, similarly the
soul of s warrior prefers the body of an
eagle and that of a meek person the body
of n dove, while the soul of a person who
is voracious and dirty does not find itself
out of elements in the body of a donkey
or a pig. The soul continues to migrate
from one body to another till it is 8o
elevated as it does not find any place
suitable for it in this world. How do
the disseminators of true knowledge
regard this explanstion in their own way?

(We must ndmire your ingenuity. But
the point still remnins there. Why does not
the soul know the consequences of its
nctions? There can be no hope of
reformation unless it knows them. Suppose
the soul of a wnan goes to the body of a don-
key for its previous actions, do you hope
that the donkey will improve and its  soul
will be ever so “elevated as to find any
place suitable in the world”?  Id. L.)

Questions and Answers.
Mr. S. M. Abdul Hawid :—

Q. 1. Does Islam allow  Parda  system?
are ibs advantages and disadvanvages?

What,

A, The Islumic Parda is described in the
Quran thus :—Say to the helieving men  that they

Ccusb down their looks and guard their private

pures thab is purer for them, surely Allah is aware
of what they do.

Aund say to the helieving women that they casb
down their looks and guard their private parts and
nob isplay their ornaments except what appears
thereof aud let them wear their head coverings
over their bosoms.

Puriby of e¢haracter is the great advantage of Parda.
Q. 2. Is it lawful to marry a woman who has
gob illicit pregnancy?
A. No.
Q. 8. Mas ({od predetermined a certain man to

Tie married with o certain woman, or we make our
own choice?
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) A. No; we make our own choice, of course it
does not preclude the Divine knowledye.

Q. 8. In prayer permissiblo with silk clothea?

A. No; men are not cxpected to wear silk
clothes.

Q. 4. Is it lawful to take financial help from
Hindus or-other non-dluslims for religious purposes,

. A. Yos; thereis no harm in it.  Bubt the
question is “Will the Hiudus choose to do so ”

Mr. 8. M. Saheed :—

Q. 1. What is the diflerence between Ahmadis
and non-Abmadis?

A. Ahmadis are those who belicve that the
prophiecy with regard to the sccoud advent of Jesus
Christ is fulfilled in the person of the Iute Iazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian; and that Jesus, son
of Mary, died a natural death.  Non-Almadis do
not believe in it.

Q. 2. Why should oue be an Abmadi?

A. Because the Quran and the Ioly Prophet
expect us to follow the religious reformers,
Mujaddids. .

Q. 3. Is there any merit in recibing  the Quran
without knowing the meaning of it?

A. Yes; you cannot know the uicaning unkil
you recite it.

- Q. 4. (a) Can the dead suints help the living
men? (b) Is therc any use in visiting graves and
keeping relics of saints?

A. (a) No; (b) Graves ate visited o pray  lor
the dead; and for nothing else. We caunot geb any
thing from the dead.

Q. 5. Is there any use in giving feasts in the
names of saiuts or Prophets,

A. No; we should give charity in the name of
Allah only.

Q. 6. Please explain Parda.

A. Please see answer to question 1 from NMr.
Abdul Hamid.

Q. 7. Is marriage obligatory for one who is in
poor circuinstances.

A. Marriage 13 obligatory  hut one ecan  waib
till things turn out for hetter,

Mr. Abdul Majid :—

Q. 1. Will you please mention the prophecies
which were fulfilled by the advent of the late Hazat
Mirza Ghuolain Ahmad of Qadian?

A. Tam afraid the answer to this question
i8 boo long for these columns. I shouwld like to
recommend the perusal of Masinh-i-Maud  and
Assl-i-Musaffa which can be had from the Book
department of our Society.

. Q. 2. Was Jesas Christ born without the male
ageucy?

A. There are Lwo schools of thought on this
guestion : one says Jesus had a father while the
other holds that he was lorn without a father.

- Such things should not be given importance.

Mr. Ibrahim :—

Q. 1. Is it permissible to ablend dramatic
performances?

A. Yes, if one intends to learn sowme moral
lessons from them; much depends upon motives.

Mr. T. M. Muni Sawami :—
Q. 1. 1s music prohibited by Islam? If so why?

A. Musgic with musical organs is prohibited
hecause it leads to indolence and love of pleasure,

Q. 2. Is the parda system beneficial for women?

A. Please see above where I have touched on the
Islamic Parda. The J’arda in vogue in India is botit
beuneficial and harmful. The dificulty is that our

" society is not ripe for any change in it.

(). 3. Wheu soul leaves body; where does it go and
settle?

A. It does not require any space.

Q. 4. May we use intoxicants as medicinc.
A, Yes.

Q. 5. May we read uovels or love-stories?

A, Yes, if you want to gain somethivg from
their perusal.

Q. 6. What is the simplest, method by which a
student can learn how to speak Kngligh?

A. He
society.

should move 'in Euglish-s| eaking
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An ambitious youngman? Then don’t fail to
read the New Urdu Book “ Kamyshi” telling “How
to CHOOSE and livw to START ou & career to
ENSURE success in the batile of life.” 1 will
pay you. Price 1/- postage cxtra.
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