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NOTES,

Lhristians who are Moslims at heart.

Lord Headley, the Moslem Peer,
iuterviewed in Cairo on his way to Mecca,
-explained wbat he meant by his recent
statement that in  Euogland alone there
were tens of thoueands of Moslems.
Lord Headley said that the people he
referred to professed  Christinnity  but
‘were not orthodox Christinus.  They . had
-qverthrown the ridiculous dogmas with
which the .Christian religion had been
smfrand:d and were ut henri nnconscious
Moslems. An audiance of several hundred
Egyptisus, including the highess religious
-dignitaries, loudly cheered this declaration
made at a reception in Lord Headley’s
honour,

_ Lord H_eadley who has adopted the
/fuith made a speech at Said-na-Hussain,

Foreign Countries, 2s.

one of the most venernted Cuiro  mosques.
The throng wns g0 great thut special police
were summoned to control the congrega-
tion.

The’Blasphemy Law.

Tt is an interosting mensure which is
receiving the attention of Parlinment these

days. It is known as the Bill for the
abolition of the Dlasphemy Laws.  Under
this Act it is a crime to utter a word

against Christinnity.  You cannot with
impunity expose the abgurdity of any of
the Church dogmas, nor can you dispute
the truth of the Church creed. It is a
Stnte protection for the State religion.
Otber religions besides Christianity do
not share this protection. You may throw
any nmouut of mud , on  other religions
without any violntion of this law. - Nay,
even within the four walls of the Church
the protection is limited  to the, Stute
Churcb, the listahlished Churgh of - KEng-
land. Roman Catholics, Nonconformists
and other various denovmivations mwuat
take care of themselves.. Though obsolete
now-—which is but anether proof how
faulty man-mnde Inws must be in practical
life—it is almost incredible  that in this
Innd where the boast of freedom of
coneacience i8 so loud, there should stand
to this day on the 'Statute Book a
lnw guch as this, ‘When in operation,
bhowever, there were many ~who could
not reconcile their “conscience to their
profession that fell a "victim to tbis law.
Many an honest person that stood up:for
the liberty of conscience was shut up
within prison walls under this law.
Thomas Cunrlyle, of whom any great people
might well feel proud, was in his duy one
such unfortuunte pergson.  Though the

law that convicted him is dead, and even

its dead corpse is now being wiped off,
the memory of Carlyle and his battle for
freedom of opinion still lives in undying
honour sud glory. :

Islamic Attitude.

It may be & surprise to those accus-
toroed to look upon Islam ns synonymous
with the sword that even in the matter
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of freedom of conscience Islam hns a
candle to show to this twentieth-century
enlightenment of the West. Says the
Holy Qur-an :—

There is no compulsion in religion.  The right
path is clearly distinct from the wrong one (ii. 256).

Nay, it goes still farther in its respect
for individual freedom in the matter of
religion :—

Do not abuse those whom they worship beside
Allah, . .. We have made fair-seeming to every
peoplo their own deods.  To their Lord shall be
their retnrn.  He will inforim them of what they
did (vi. 100),

The Holy Quran in Tam’il.

Our readers will be glad to know that
M. Daud Sbab, who lately came back from
,Woking (England) bins now mude up his
anind to trapslate the Holy Quran in
Tamil, which is the other tongue of
about of 25 lncs of Muslims in Southern
(Indin, These people deplorably Inck the
religious education nnd are only nominal
:Muslims. Qur society is considering the
question of setting up n mission in Madras
for the religious guidance of these people
sud for the propagation of lslaw in
. geversl. M. Dsud Shah isalrendy editing
.8 religious paper in Tamil, and we hope
.that his services in the cause of lslam will
be crowned with success.

THE LIGHT.

DATED THE 1610 Auvuste 1923,

Usury or Interest.

(a). DIsTINCTION BETWEEN INTEnLST
anD Usuky.

Usury origiually meant “ any pre-
‘mium paid or stipulated to be paid for.
the use of money ” ; but its wmodern
significance 'is ¢ the practico of taking
‘eXorbiiant or excessive interest or the
“taking of extortionnve iutere<t from the
peedy or exwurnvagant '’ while  ordi-
nury or legal premium is termed ¢ tuter-
€ést”  This distinetion between usury
and interest is not of wncient origin but
is the inveition of later Curistinnity.
The Christian fathers of old times urterly
‘condemued usury in its ancient meaning ;
‘bat the pisy "is  that this theorerical
-¢ondewnation Wwas uot carried out into
-practice.  This resulted in waking the
sjews vation of wmouney lenders. :

(6) Tae Lrgavizatios or Usuny.

Tt baa been customary with eurly
~Christinnity to legalize an’ evil by draw-
ADE A& vain - distinction betweon its ‘severer
* #0d milder forms. For instauce moderate

drinking and ‘little’  gambling  have
nll been legnlized, in spite of admitting
the evil of excessiveness,

The moderu Christendom even con-
demns “ usury " as immornl for the con-
sequent cruelty, hardship and evil ; and
champions the cause of “jintereat”
thinking it altogether a different practice
and commercial necesrity for modern time.
But the difficulty is that we cannot
aiwnys ascertain whether the mouey is
borrowed for business or for dowmestic
purposes. Secondly, the rates of interesg
are not determined, and borrower is

“practically again in the clutches of the

money lender. Thus 80 far the prac-
tical side of the quertion is concerned
there can be no distinction between usury
and interest.  The fact is that Christianicy
is #fter mammon-worship.  Some of  the
Christians argue that rehigion has pothing
to do with holding riches. But it is defying
religion ;  because  r-ligion s always
mennt to rectify all sorts of evils, social
and others.

() Reasons ror Promsrrion or Usury
1N [snam.

[slam is invariebly the advocate of
the golden menn. It aims at the gene-
rul betterment of mankind, and does not
ellow the rich to become richer still at
the experse of the poor: It wants a
poor man to live an houest and ‘respect-
able life, and thersfore encournges the
loan without interest, so that the well-
to-do wmny lend a helping hand to the
poor. It may be quesiioned why the pro-
hibition assumed a religious form ; this
Inw of the country should have been left
free-handed to operate on the merit of
individual cases instend of estire probi-
bition In this c¢onnection it may be
noted that the universsl probibition . is
based on the universal harm of the usury.
For instance a business man who borrows
movey cannot guarantee that the "buginess
will feteh profit ; yet the money lender will
tnke .iuterest in sll circumstances. The
other side of commercial interest is the
bargnin when ready payment is not made
by the buyer of goods. It is nlso ‘equnlly
rather more barwmful for the interests
of Society. The buyer of gouds who “is
more properly the borrower of mouey,
muet sell the goods at an iucrensingly high
rate to weet the swelling sum of interest
as sllowed in the transaction. The bur-
den of increased rates would, therefore,
fall upon the public. ’

It is admitted in Christian _Society

“that true hnppiness” results from 'aécumau-

lating wealth sud boarding riches and
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hence the legulization of wusury under
the name of interest. But the iden takes
one far from the realn of righteousness.
Moreover, question of growing riches and
inerensing  poverty has grossly occupied
the brain of sublime thinkers of Christen-
dom and bhence a widesprend feeling of an
equal distribution of wenlth bas become
an important question in the Iuropean
countries and the world at lbirge.  But
the only solution for the equnl distribu-
tion of wealth is found in the threefold
remedy afforded by Islam, which consists
in the principles with regard to charity,
the prohibition of usury aud the law of
“inheritance. The principle of cbarity
and the injunction relating 1o the probi-
bition of usury are closely related to one
another and hence in the Quran they are
taken together, the subject «f charity and
giving  alms  preceding that of usury.
The arrangement of the theme is quite

“ befitting.  The believers are enjoined to
give alins and be charitable to the poor.
The good practice would make them

broundminded and more sympatheticaily
disposed towards their fellow-beings.
And immediately after this is prohibited
the evil practice of wusury diametrically
opposed to almg and charity ivnsmuch the
it narrows the mind and generntes the
feeling of self-love, selfishne-8 and worldli-
ness which are the root cause of s lot of
demoralising evils.

(to be continued)

. Correspondence.

| WORTH COPYING.
To the Kditor, the Light, Lahore.
Dear Sir,

Christinnity with all its short-comings
is spreading fast. This marvellous success is
due to the organized nnd methodical work
of the Christinn missionaries amongst the
non-Christian people.  1n the last issue of
“ the Muslim World,” well-known Chris-
tian orgnn, & writer has recounted the
missionary experience in Persin for the
last fifty yenrs and has given n keynote to
_-the success of missions in a foreigu people
recommending :—

1. The establishing of the medical
nissions. By this through the labour and
ekill of painstaking doctors and physicians
people come to know that "Chirst still
has power to heel the body.

2. The setting up of mission schools,
Through the efforts of educators who have
a reputation for turning out able and en-
lightened youngmen and wowen, the edu-
cated weuld enick fast to Christinnity.

3. The direct evangelism,  The
evangelists, clericnl, medical, native and
foreign have gone from city to city proclaim-
ing the “ Good news” and people have
fust been embracing Christinnity.

Islam with all ita unparalleled merits
is suffering nt the hands of its. followers,
who have so far neglected the propagnada
work. But the sudden attack of Shuddbi
haa quite taken them aback and they have
become au little nlive to the sncred task of
Spreading Islnm. This awakening is indeed
timely but the efforts will be crowned
with success if mnde organized and me-
thodical. The Christian example is worth
following. Qur goul will be half achieved
if we begin with schools, medical missions,
the circulation of Islamic literature, and
direct evangelism, . ‘

Yours truly,
Faiz Ahmad, M. A,

Questions and Answers.
Mr, Malik Gulzar :—

Q. L. («) Can o KNhalifa cancel the orders
of God 7 " (by If not why HHazrat Umar prohibited
Muta e which was sancbioned by the Quran aund

the Holy Prophet?

A. (1) No; () we do uot think that Muta
i sanctioned by the Quran. . It was, of course,
the practice of the Arabs which wus disallowed by
Istarn. The Holy Prophet sawctioned it in  the tirhe
of war before the divine'revelation’ prohibiting it
came to him. S

Mubamwad Ali Affandi o ‘

Q. 1. Ttis generally said that the world is
going to be drowned soon. What do you thmk
of it ? ‘ v

A. We canuot say tﬁx:tcbly what is going to

- happen  to-morrow, What is the basis of this

proptiecy ? ‘
Q.. 2. Was Babar a Shia 7.
A. No. I do not think so.

Q. (3). 1s there any. prophecy of the Ioly
Prophet about the late Mitza Sahib ?

A. 'There are prophecies with regard to the
coming of a reformer at the beginning of every
centiry and the second advent of Jesus ; and the
Mirza Sahib claimed to have appeared in accordauce
with these prophincies.  Of course we do not have
actual name of a person in prophecies.

Q. 4 Whab is ¢ Lshg-i-Insani” and fshq-i-
Jalazi 7 Explaio fully.

A. 'The former menus love for man 3 and the
latter love for God,  Where is the difficulty ?

Q. i, Isib pormissible bo pray bolind & Shiy
or Qudiani (Ahmadi) ? e

A. Asa general prineiple it should be noted thab
according to a report of the Iloly Prophet prayer is
permissible  bhehind every Muslim, But. " according
to another report, if n Muslim calls aunother Aafir,
the Kufr'reverts to the fermer,  therefore po smak
relation can practiviiiy oxviss betasez s} twy

Wt .-

Maalims, ene of e the  othee  dafe
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Q. 6. What do _you know ahout a-*
““Explain fully ?

muragha”

“to Al b isa sort of maditabion, and spiribual
Hlight.

Q. 7. You say that the late Mivzn Sahib  was
Jesus. Ilow do you prove it.

A. We do not say that he was exactly Jesus,
son of Mary ; but we only say that he was in his
spirit z.2. he resembled him (Jesna) in character and
the nature of work entrusted to him by God.

Q. 8. How many Musalmang are there in the
world ?

< A. About 400,000,000,
" Q. What is the Muslim population of Arabia ?
A.  Sorry, exach figures are not available,

Q. 10. - Ave there some © Qadianix ™ (Alunadis)
‘among the Arabs ?

A, Yes, some of them.

Syed Ghulam Hussain :—

Q. 1. What do you aay of a man who does
nob believe in Ilazrat Mirza Salub.  Is hea Kufir
or sinuer ? and why ?

A. Ileis a sinner 5 beeause he han not recog-
niged the reformer or mam of his age.

Q. 2. What is the verdict of the Qadian people
about such a man ?

A, They call him o Aafir.

Q. 8. Whatare the new Cospels that Mirza
" Sahib bud to teac h, and  wiich were  unkuown
. before. :

o A.  As amabter of fact nothing i1 absolutely
new. Of course generally the Maslims holieve that
Jesus Son of Mary weut np to heaven, is still alive
and will come to the world again.  Mirza Salith
proved thab Jesus had died uwatueal death and that
tthe prophiecy aboub his second advent is {ulilled in
his own person.

Q. 4. What is the difTercuce of Mujuddid and

the Messiah ?

A, The mujaddid of 14 century was also
sbyled the Messiah because he had to deal with
the Christiang; of course this mujaddid hag o special
distinction for his scope of work.

Q. 5. Can you give e o list of all the muja-
dids who came in every Century.

A. Sorry, the list is too long for these colunns,
You will fiud it in the Asl-i-musaffa, which can be
‘had from our Book department.

Q. 6. Will you kindly let me know that the
previous mujaddids used o claim  their mujaddid-
ghip ?°
. A, Yes; Mujaddid  Alf-i-sani - of Sarhand
&nd Shahwali Ullah of Delhi have openly claimed
shin oflice.

Q. 7. Was the late Siv Syed
wujaddid ?

Ahmad  also a

A, No, he did uot claim to be so.

Q. 7. What is Mejza. Ilad Mirza Sahib auy?

A, Mojzu (sign) means any thing which may
hattle the ordinary hwman capacities of the oppo-
nentks of a divine teacher.  Yes Mirza Sahib made
8o many prophecies which came oub true. - Secondly
he challenged his opponents for literary conteab ;
hat wo hody gabhered conrage Lo aceept the challenge.

. I should like o request  you to read some books on

it say the ¢ propheey ” hy Mavlvi Muhammad Ali—
which can be had from our Rook department.
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