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Light, Aloadia Buildings, Lehore. The subgserip-
biow is strictly payable in advance, would-he sub-
seribers are requested to send their subscriptiou with
their applications.  The paper s nos sent per V.1
Subseription may kindly be remitted by M. O or
postage stamps.

The object of The Lighb is Lo disseminate
Islamic doctrines aud to rvepudiate charges against
Islam but the oxpeuses incuried 1n geibing ont ule

paper being vory beavy and the subscription beivg
only a nominal one, we respectfully appeal to our
Maslim brethren to send  donations to help the

Anjuman in making a free wide eircnlation.

Students who canuot afford to pay the subserip-
tion, may send their applications for free copies to
the Manages.

A number ig assigned to cach recipient. Tno all
cowminunications please quote that number.

Receipts of the subscriptious are not sent Lo
scuders but they ate acknowledged in the columus of

“the Light. Subscribers are requested to see that
list and if the remittance of any subscriber is net
acknowledged therein he may kindly communicate
with tue Maunager.
may  be

Short articles, letbers, and

; Correspondeuce of Jliberary nature
addressed Lo the Bditor.
questions will also he welcome. Nou-Muslims are also
invited to send questions to be answered.,

damaged and  teaflic endod,

NOTES.

Rnecho of despair by the Christian
' Missionaries.

We read the following in the Moslem
World :— :
Nearly half of oar foreign missionary force has
. boen lost to the work since the beginning of the
world war by death, retirement, or transfer. Of the
native leaders probably two-third have met a
" violent death, while the other ene-third, together
with the scattered remnant of Christian peoples of
Tnrkey, are vainly knocking ab the closed doors of an
inhospitable world secking fora place where they

may werely cxist, Nearly ‘wvery Christian church
in  Anatolia s The great village-school
sysbem which was enrefully spread by the mission-
aries over the country hus heen completely wiped
out. O the American colleges which were training
picked leaders for Christian work, eight have practic-
Three in coasb cities cou-

closed.

ally ceused to funetion.
tinne their work, but with misgivings as to the
future. Of the higher schools, some forty-five in
number, less than ten per cont. conbiuue to fuuction.
The hospitals, which of all the institutions have
sullered the Juash, are only hall of them permibted

te minister bo the needs of 1he poople.

The Hejaz Railway.

Daring the war, the raflway  between Damascus
and Medion was Dlown np ih several places, - bridges
The rucstion’ of the
thix pilerim route came up at
Laaganne.  We learn from the Rgyptian préss that
an agreement lias been made forjoiut control and
restoration of the line, as follows == - . o

resborabion  of

“Ina declaration daed 27, the Goverument
of Great Britain and France, acting in the name of
Hyria, Palestine and 'l‘x':msjorduuiu,;apldv in order to
give effect to the desivgto recognize the religious
character of the Iledjaz Railway, declare- their
willingness to agree i the formation of a. Moslem
Council to advise upon the upkeep and ‘maintenance

This Council will comprise four Moslern
nominated Palestine, - Trans-
jordania and the Iledjoz respectively, and two
additional members chosen from the = Moslem
inhabitants of other countries interested in the
pilgrimage. Tts seab will be at Medina,  All profits
from ableast, the scctions in Syria, Palestine and
Trausjordania will he applied to the meintehance
and general betberment of the whole line, any sums
that then remain being applied to the assistance of
pilgrims. It is stipulated that the-recommendations
of the Moslem Council shall not be in opposition
to the requiremcents of the International * Sauitary
Conventions. o '

of the line.

members, by, Syria,

* No mention of Turkey is. made in’ this
Declaration, althongh the dispute really les bebween
that country and the Iing of the Hedjaz. We may
recall that the line was built by Sultan Abdul
Hamid with funds which Le collected from all over
the Moslem wotld, for the sole purpose of facilitating
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the annual pilgrimage to  Mecea. To what extent
the arrangement now come to will be affected by any
decision taken by Angorn with regurd to the signing

of the Peace Treaty is problematival ™

THE LIGHT.

Darep tur I1st SpprrMprr 1928,

Usury or Inferest
(Communicated.)
1L
(dy THE QURAN ON USURY.

The Holy Quuan, alter enjoining ollzn"ity
on Muslims, forbids the usury in  fthese
words ;— .

I'JH?' [FES ] u),ojiig_ﬂ ;J? )H ;J)U ¢} vj:s‘g'ﬂ !
* lJ"““! P o thyad) abasisy s 30 )

« They who swallow down wsury shall
not stand except as one whom the devil
has prostrated by his touch does stand.”
In this verse there ave iwo points to be
noted :—(a) ~ The desive to colleci riches
toungh of
down on

by usury is compared to  the
Satan
ground, Z. ¢, makes cue unfit to aspire after
higher ideals ; and (h) the usurer having
become devoid of all sense of sympathy,
moeal

which makes one lie

love and kindnewn is given up to
degeneration, which s clearly tuplied in
his ¢ prostrasion.”  The condemnation and
prohibition of wusury is plain. enough in
this verse, yet there is a clearer and stronger
verse on fhe subject -
e 1508, DT e STl T
SO Hhead J U abe ye LS 1) S e
e 1]«] RPN el 0D Sy 5 sl oy
)s)hu 3],..“:)5 UK \‘Ji) £ U)éiﬁﬁyju)‘,ﬂcﬁ)}
* g gelad (B 1 L0 s 5 dar 1y B e )
« O believer act righieously before
God and relinquish what remains due
from usury if you are believers, But if
you do (it) not, then be apprised of war
from Allah and His Aposile and if you
. repent then for you is your eapital neither
you shall make (the debtor) suffer loss
nor you shall suffer (it). And if (the
débtor) is in straitened circumstances then
(there should be) postponement to (his)
ease; and thab you remit (the principal
sum) as almg is bebler {or you, if you
know.” We glean the following
this verse :—(a) The ocustom of levying
"uxisury as prevalent amongst the Arabs

from

is put an end to so much so that the
creditors are ovderved to remit even the
balance of it. (/) The high standard of
morality eannot be aitained unless one-
complolely  relwaing  from  usary. ()
Usury is a great cumse and is described
as a war against  Allab and his  Apostle.
(d) How mighty is the power with which
the Holy Prophet wanted to extirpate an evil
from among those in whom it was deeply
rooted !, (¢) The strict exhortion to
extirpate the custom is unparalleled in its
expression  which usury at the
head of all evils on account of its extra-
ordinary attractions (f) The Quran is the

places

loudest to strengthen the cause of the
poor ; and  the Prophet is fearlessly
regardless ol any  opposition  from

the Arabs in whose blood ran the evil of

usury, for procuring an honourable living

for the poor.

(¢ MUSLIM ATTEMDPTS AT TIE LEGALI-
‘ ZATION OF USURY. '

The human weaknesses are so yielding _
to the love of accumulaling wealth that
in spite of the plain prohibition pronounced
by the Quran some of the Muslims have
made futile attempis to legalize usury.
We propose here o deal with  these
attempts one by one and to examine their
abhswrdity —

1. The significance of riba (1, )) as
occuring in the above verses of the Quran
is asserted to be ohscure on the ground of
twofold conception of the word. The
Muslim lawyers mention two kinds of
riba viz: (u) Sawid 14 ) and () Jaal il ;. The
first implies inberest charged in  case of
delay of payment while the second signi-
fies interest levied in o ready transaction .
in a barter of two things of the same kind,
lnwyers are unanimous
money at fixed

ITowever, the
on the point that lending
rates of interest falls under riba and is
technically termed the w1ty The point
is not, therefore, that there is scope for the

legalization of usary  Dbuk it s whether

- the second kind of intevest 4, e. Jal by ) 18

included in the Queanic prohibition or not.
This prohibition, however, is -not af all
included in the Quran but finds its source

in tradition.
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2, The saying attributed to Caliph
Jmar forms another point of discussion.

d”’d‘“)u‘) )J)Hens,_,J \va)z,‘u
‘)JJ)JU:‘.”N by (y ah Ja)au: MJ)\J

B3 &5\.))))

“The last what wus vevealed

‘was the verse relating to ribe and the

Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings -
“of God be upon him; died and he did not .

explain to us, so give up ribe and doub-
ling.” The upholders of usury errone-
> ously infer from thiy saying that the
Prophet had no time to explain what

riba . meant and so they conclude that

the word is dubious in significance. But’

mistaken as the
following grounds would show i
(a)' The practice of usury was 0o well-
known to require an explanation (0) Al-
though the verso is doubtlessly attributed
tothe closing period of Prophet s life yel he
had ample time to give the version of it
‘since it was after the revelation of the verse
that he went on his last pilgrimage to
Mecca and there remarked in the cowse
of a sermon, * Beware, all 7iba taken in
the days of ignorance 1s forbidden to you;
for you .are the principal sums of your
Wrong not and be not wrong-
Then he said, thrice * Have
»and the audience

they are altogether

money.
ed....”
I declared the message,’
correspondingly gave a reply in the affir-
mative, after which he said « O Lord !
t)ear Thou witness,”” (¢) The inquisitive
audionce, including Umar himself, would
at once have questioned the Prophet, had
the word been dubious for them. (d) The
traditional mention of principal sum clears
all doubts as to the meaning of riba.
It certainly means usury charged on the
principal sum. (¢) The Muslim lawyers
and the pioneers of Islam are unanimous
on this significance of ribe that it implies
fixed rates of interest. (f). There are
various other reports which leave no doubt
as to the significance of the term ¢ disput-
ed’.and in the light of them the so-called
obscurity becothes an idle thought (g).
The prohibition of usury in the Quran
had long been pronounced before these
interdictions were given and not the

slightest.doubt rose as to ils meaning in
the mind of those  whaose pmc,tlce of
usury was ’che basis of, so to speak “the
Quranic plohxbltlon, or those who' Were
the life-long compunions of ‘the Prophet.

Thus it is clear that the mtemletdtlon
put upon the words of Caliph Umal is
absolutely wrong., The 1efe1en(,e m hB
saying is to the verse )) S UJLI b u’ AY)
as already quoted. The meaning is that
this verse was not abrogated nor was
it of a doubtful significance, and therefore
there was no need for the Holy Prophet
to explain it, so give up all attempts to
legalize usury. This is what reebat
(doubting) means.””  Cf. Majma’-i-Bihar-
ul-Anwar, " the dictionary  of
traditions.

3. The well-known Sir
also given some arguments” in support of

famous
Syed: ‘has
the legalization of usury, which. will be

examined in our next.
(T'o be Continued)

Correspondence.

MUTA.
Dear Brother, -
Referring to your answer to my ques-

tion about Muta, in the Light, dated August
16 1923, 1 should like to bring the follow-

mg to your notice :—
You admit that a Khalifa cannot

cancel the orders of God, but ’ybu"say
that Muta is not sanctioned by the Quran.
Secondly, you say that the Holy "Plrophe’c
received orders of its prohibition, :-and
hence it was disallowed by Islam. But
you are wrong.
The Quran says :—
aaa;) w? ity B e r.\m-\uib:
This sanctions Muta; accordmgly in

the Tafsir-i-Gharib-ul-Tanzil, Vol. I. Page
421, line 7, Nizam-i-Naishapuri says :—

« I'mran bin Haseen said that Ayat
fcl lag phwiaie ] lod Was revealed in the Qur&yn,l
and no Ayat to cancel the former ong was
revealed. The Prophet allowed us to practise
Muta, and we did it in his (the )Prophe't’s)
time, and the Prophet for ever gave, ne
orders for its prohibition. After <his
death a person (UMAR) did ‘whatever he .
liked according to his own opinion.”.
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From tho above it is clear that God
as well as the Iloly Prophet allowed
Muta. A person Umar by name cancelled
according to his own opinion. Let the
person, if you like bo eulled the Khalifa,
but, sir, you admit that a Khalifa cannot
cancel tho orders of God and of the
Prophet. What would you do now? I hope
you know well the punishment  in; store
for ono who altor the death of the Prophet
made Halal (J ¥») Haram (),~) and wice

" versa. . :
C Brotherly Yours,
MALIK GULZAR KAYANI,
(Student Islamia College, Peshawar),
Khyber Manzel,
PESHAWAR CITY, N.-W.F.P.
{The verse you quote does not sanction
Muta. It means that you should give the
dowries to women whom you profit by
marrying, Whereis the permission for
Muta. The words of the Quran s tus 12
i. e. “ not commiting fornication,” stiike at
the very root of the wrong notion lurking

in your mind.

*

The authority of the « Tafsir
quote 18 questionable because it seems to

you

be the oplmon of a writer who thinks Muta
lawful You aleo admit Umar as khahid,
and it is plain enough that he could not
go against the orders of Allah and the
Holy. Prophet. hardly
any, difference between {fornication and

Muta.

DBesides, there is

Ed. Light.)

" Questions and Answers.
Mr. Iu amullah Shah (—
. Q.‘ I
resemble Jo.,sus ?

A. Tn mpre r,lmu one

OF gp,ﬂe(lh aund style of wribing, m his tunpommenb

way i e. i his tode

mxd c!ucf!g, u the work \\lm,h was entrusted to
htm "He was raised to rec tify the followers of
Jests, and that gave hit the title of Mossiah as he
himself says 1=

ROERT TR RIS _v__ Iy e s
"i'&'rsot‘)g"_.,« pU e 1)) emlae
%0'Q. 2.+ Kindly quote the report or reportsin

wh¥adh the Holy  Prophel ‘has ordered Muslims to.

In s\]mt, \\Ay did the I‘wmlsed Messiah

research.  As a matter of facb the Ambm word

.

help the Promised Messiah.
A. I am afraid sll the
quoted here. .
(el 1 (gho 1 ils 01y 2| dsre pShe J}a‘uf‘
Anyone who finds the Jesus son of Mary

reports cannot be
However I yuote one 1=

i e
gay my salaam to him

Q. 3.

that Promised
Qadian.

Kindly quote the roport which says
Messiah will appear in village

A. The report uunder reference has got the
word 435 which wuch resembles Qadian.
Mr. Mohd. Said :—

Q. 1. Do you beliecve that earth is an oblate
spheroid ?
A. "Yes ; Islam is not the encmy of scientific:

!
means a round thing.

Q 2.
sUN ;

It is true thab earth revolves rousd the:
that the suu is millions of times, larger . than,
the earth and do yon lelieve in solar system.?

A. Yes; Islam, is not against these facts aud’
those of your “ religions dignatories ™ who object to-
these bhings, are mistaken.

Q. 3. (a) Who was Solomon, s Inug, . aud &
prophet ? (5) Is it true that in his times birds and
auimals could talk ? 4

A (a) Yes, a
Quran says he talked with

() The
Jod which is the name
of a tribe and not auts as is generally understood.
Q 4 (a) Which of the
greatest nwuber of followers ? '
(&) - Which of them was knowu first,
A. (2) Imam Abu Hasuifa I believe.
(0) Imam Abu Hanifa and Imam Malak.

were contemporaries 5 and appeared prior  to : the:
remaining two Imams.

Q. 5

A. The term cousin is very loose in Eughsh
and is applied to various relations. Tt will be well
to quote -here the Quranic verse. on the' subject ;-
Torbidden to you are mothers, and your. daughiers,

¢ your sisters, and your paterual aunts aud brothers*

danghters and sisters’ danghters and your mother
that have sucked you and your foster sisters and
mothers of your wives and your step-daughters
who are in your guacdianship bora of your wives
to whom you have gone in but if you have not goue

_ king-prophet.

four Imams has

Is it permissibic to marry a cousin ?

into them there is no blame on you (iu warrying

thew) aud the wives of your sous, who are of ' your

- owu loins and that you have two sisters together-

4: 23

Q. 6. What was the religion of the Egyptiaus.
before the birth of our Proyheb ; and what'is it

now ?

A. Thcy were (!liristians ; and now there are

. Muslims and Christians in Egypt. The orlg.,m&l
- Christians of- I}uvpb are called Copts.

»l:l’r‘int,ed by Sh. Walayan Ali at the Army Press, and Published by Master Faqir Ullah from Alimadia Buildings Tahore.
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