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NOTES.
The Alarm-Signal.

The recent carthquake in Japan is
said to be historically unexampled and
unique in its kind. Through this un-
paralledjperil one, of the most advanced and
civilized countries of the world has irre-
parably fallen from the summits of its
glory to the depths of misery. Such an
occurence is, indeed, nothing but a striking
lesson for those who doubt. the fate of past
generations to have met desolation, plague
pestilence or destruction, as declared by
the Quran! .

The present age is given up to moral
and spiritual degradation and is quite alien
to the blessings of religion. It forms,.
therefore, the fittest field for the display
of God’s wrath manifested in the dreadful
shocks like the Japanese ¢ upheaval.” But,
still, how many are there to forsake

¢ their death-like sleep * and revive their
faith in the almighty powers of God, at
the alarm from heaven!

The mujaddid (the reformer) of the,
present century, the late Mirza Ghulam

. Ahmad of Qadian, was deputed by heaven,

to free the world from the yoke of evil
He predicted the occurence of mighty and
crushing earthquakes to harmonise with
the immoral and uon-Islamic state of
universe. Though many belied and ignored
him, yet to-day history stands magna-
nimous to verify the truth of his preach-
ings and -to certify the glory of his
heavenly predictions. And though the
majority heard him without response, yet
his universal success is echoing through the
whole creation.

Let, then, the whole world know. that
Japanese destruction is an alarm for the
corrupt and a signal for the beliers of the
latest reformer, who call him an imposter.
God, by His signs, not only makes us alive
to the cause of piety and righteousness
hut, also, admonishes them who do not
stand by the faithful and the virtuous.

God help the world to the right

“cowrse ! Amen!

What Islamm made a Power-

H. G. Wells, while abusing every
thing Moslem in his short ¢ History of .the
World,” could not help saying the follow-
ing words :

« ., . , there remains in Islam,
this faith he, (Muhammad) imposed upon
the Arabs much power and - inspiration.
One is its uncompromising monotheism,
its simple enthusiastic faith in the rule
and fatherhood of God and its freedom
from theological complications. Another
is its complete detachment from the sacri-
ficial priest and the temple. It'is an en-
tirely prophetic religion, proof against'any
possibility of relapse toward blood sacri-
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Jfices.  In the Koran the limited and cere-
monial nature of the pilgrimage  to Mecca
is stated beyond the possibility of dispute,
and every precaution was taken by Mubam-
mad to prevent the deification of himself
after death. And a third element of
strength lay in the ifnsistence of Islam
upon the perfect brotherhood and equality
before God of all believers  whatever their
color, origin or status. These are the things
that made Islam & power in human
affair.” :

The Muslim mode of worship.
We read the following in the Islamic
‘Review :—

Some free-thinkers ohjech to our wode of wer-
ship and our adoring God. They do not see the
necessity of deoing so, il such they say, is the
Muslim convepbion of God.  T'he Muslim conception
of worship is, however, quite diflerent from oshers,
Islam literally means sibunssion bo the Lauw.  With
8 the forces of Nature ave phe laws of God, and iu

" this sense of the word every free-phinker is admit-
tedly o Musiim.

The Arabic word for worship is  Zbadat, which
hag various wmennings, the first being obedicnce, sub-
ordination to aunother’s will. Secondly, it means
some prescribed way or pabh, which, when pursved,
brings a person to his destination.  Lastly, it
mesns the form which a person order to
express his willinguess to (ollow that way-—a form
of worship.

nses in

Inour prayer we make various gestures and
wmovements, Do unob  physical  movementy  in-
" bensify our feelings ¥ Sometimes, indeed, the Tecl-

lngs themselves actually create physical movements .
while on other oceasions physical movemeats give
birth and mould to special kinds of idean : and il
idens and feelings are the mainspring ol action, the
object of our moverments in prayer is obvious.
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The Crucifixion of Jesus.

The crucifixion and Jesus is  the ven-
tral doctrine of Christianity, The doctrine
of « atonement,’’ the doctrine of « Divine
Sonship, "’ the doctrine of « Jesus’ being
Saviour of the World,”” are all interwoven
round crucifixion. That v why the
Ghristian writers attach Immensely great
importance to it., Dr. Denny in the intro-
ducfion of his  book, the « Death of
Ghyist,”” says—It is hardly necessary to
prove ‘that in the New Testament the
death of Christ is the real subject. It
is.distinetly presont to the mind of the
New Testament writers, and they huve
auch to say upon i, It is treated by

them as o subject of central and permax
nent importance to the Christian faith,
and it is incredible that it should have
filled the place 1t does fill in the New
Testament had it ever been regarded as
of trifling for understand.
ing the acceptance or the preaching of
the Gospel.””  The reader will easily'see
the attitnde of the Christian mind from
these lives. Insteud of proving something,
a Christian propagandist is ready to take
things for grauted. 1le is apt to build
up his faith simply on the vague, indefi-
nite, attitude of the
mind of the New Testament writers. As
they seem to attach a great importahce
to the death of Jesus it is established that
the subject s of permuauent importance'to
the Christian fuith, We should not enquire
iuto the circumstances that led to make
the event important; we should not . pause
to think and compare the whole bulk of
the bogk in which the event is narrated
with  the place it occupied ; but
we should simply rush to the counclusion
that as it has happened to fill a consider-
able place, it must have n profound signi-
ficance capable of  being a foundation
stone of our quecr dogmas. Such is_’tbe
fogical reasoning of the Christian in’opa-
gandist. It s true’ that the eveut of

consequence,

aund the supposed

has

ki ]

“death of Jesus w6 crueifixion ” is
narrated with (ull details in the Gospels
and it filled o " considerable space.
But what is the veason?  In this cons

has

"nexion we must have two considerations in

mind.  Fiwst, the Gospel "is a small book ;
and s wrtters had no miderial to enlarg'c:
the bulkk of it,  The life  of Jesus as nare
rated by the Gospel writers, s short and
eventless 3 and naturally they weref-in»,
clined to make the hest use of the oxﬂy
one iuteresting event—< the crucifixion,”’
Second, the  very nature of the -event
demanded that it should he given a para-
mount tnportance.  The Jewish animosity
his - nailing to
the Gross and this event {urnished - them.
with an argnment against the claims of
Jesus,  There is o verse in the old serip-
fures that one who dies on the Cross, will
suffer & cursed  death, The Jews. were,
therefore, te crucify Jesus to,
fulsify his clatims on the authority ‘of old
scriptures,  Therelore the « death. on-the
cross M in the cuse of  Jesus is not. simply

with Jesus culminaied in

anxious
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a passing event in his life 3 but o sthumb-
Jing block to the Christian faith, Lt gives
an  argument in the  hands of the Jews
against  Jesus,
writers and the commentators
were natwrally bound o give full details
of it to afford foond for maeditation to their
readers, Cross
is described with  [ull detatls i the
Gospels, it 18 not hecause  the chronieloms
weore anxious (o nuke it the basis of o
new dispensation, but all they
wanted was 1o bring  the event in tull
light to give every possible focility  to the
readers for clearing their mastor’s position
which was made dubinus by this event,
The far-fetchied theory, that Jesus suffered
a-cursed death Lor the sako of humanily ;
that he redecmed us of our inhertied sin
by his blood, affords o typical illustration
of the poar attempts that are made to
explain away the ovent of the aross,

Theretore,  the Gospel

thereof

Thus if the evenl of the

what

One more attempt ol this sort is made
in a recent  bwsuc of  the Joslene World
by Mr. K. 15, Blder.  His  oxplanation of
the cross is both
He has tried to explain it from a Muslim,
point of view; and wanis to seek  support
of the lioly
He has quoted at lenglh the

inferesting and  novel,

Quran  for his  conclusion,
views and
the explanation of the Muslim commen-
tators, who hold that Jesus was not cruci-
fied 3 and that it was somebody clse in
his resomblance who was crucified. Yet
he frankly admits that the point of dis-
pute among  them is the identity of the
person crucified. It is stated in a number
of accounts that ¢« ho wus a disciple,”
Tabri quoting from Ibn Ishaq ¢ gives his
name as Sargus. Baidawi says  that
* he was aJew namoed 'Tanus,”  Ath-
Th’alabi says « that the name of the Jew,
who was made to look like Jesus and was
killed, was Iallayanus.”  Another tradi-
tion from Walib states that « the likeness
was cast upon Judas ; 7 and ;
authority gives his name as
rabbi of the Jews,

another
Ashyu, a

There ave two general opinions about
the person who was crucilied ; ono  that
he was a disciple, and the other that  he
was a Jew. 'I'abli, however, commenting
on the mass of traditions which deal with
the question of the cross says  that « like-
ness was cast upon all of those
with Jesus.”’

who were

-and listened to it

Irom these contlicting opinions My,
10, 1. Blder derives the conclusion that
they are all incorreet, cspecially when the
nawme of the person upon whom ¢ the like-
ness was cast 7 is nob given in the Quran.
Tt will be well to quote hore a few lines
of his article to the line of his
argument —

denoloe

Now the words Shubdihie Luaiion (f‘%} M»';) which
are translated by Rodwall, They had only his like-

ness 3o and which Pabiner renders * But a similicude

wag made for them ™ are very ambiguous. On
Lhis vagae phrase is hnilt the mass of  Moslew tra-
dition dealing with a person who looked like Jesus
and who was erucified to his stead  The Shubbich
Laahim ((-45@}@) is rare indeed. "Phe literal meaning
is Ile (or it) was made s resewmblance Lo them ”
The Moslems often say the subject of the verb is
the person who was  erucified in Jesus’ stead. But
bhere is no mention of him here or elsewhere in the
Quran, It seems ohvions it cunnot refer to Jesus,
It certainly must vefer to something  that has been
mentioned. Now the phrase conld be translated.
“It was mere a resenmblanee to  them, or more fully
it was made  a misnnderstanding—a perplexity to
them.”

Kvidently the correspondent of the
o Moslem World " has taken into con-
sideration interpretation of the
Quranic  expression, which suited him
most ; and which in his opinion made the
socrucifixion ' an established fact, But
there is another correct interpretation ot
these words which strikes 4t the root of the
Christian Faith, (7o be Contéinued).

the one

Gorrespondénce.
BID QURBAN IN BERLIN,
.

The assemibly of the faithful entered
the Mosque to say their prayers. The
prayers were led by Imam Shukri . LEffendi.
The worship was preceded by a - soul-
stirring sermon deliverd” by A, Idris, a
Sukharan gentloman of  high standing.
The congregation appreciated it very much
with rapt attention.
The prayers and service heing over, the
faithiful arose to greet one aunother and
wish one another facilily, happiness and
poace. The ceremony exorcises a very far
reaching influence on the hearts, Qurs.is a
brotherhood which is indeed real, sincere
and practical. Islam can hring together
and hold together the various nations of
thg world.  The Iuropean nations in the
West are deadly opposed to each other.
They are doing their uimost to wipe one
another out of existeonce. They have
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driven Germuny into o very bad corner.
Germanya case  ix o very  pathotic, Iis
pangs are unbearable.  Bul Guglind and
France are too callows to be moved
Christianity has proved an uller fallure
m the West. It has shown that it has
no such thing as cven a semblance of
brotherhwod., To thase forlorn nations of
the West the Muslim demonstration of «a
real, practical and universal brotherhood,
ig an object lesson. 6 i & wonder of
wonders how Islam can weld together
nations of different coloms and  climes.
Thi,é universal Brotherhood of man owes
its organisation to the magical power of
the. Holy Prophet Mubammad, May
Allah shower His choivest blessings on the
goul of this bencfacior of humanity who
gave us such an ipstitubion  which s
indeed & wonder for the Woestern mind,
In this institubion liex the veal strength
of the Muslim world.  The onenmy knows i5
and the encmy feus i tramendously. This
18 the nightimare which haunts the enemy
in his  dreams. This s why he cou-
demns it ts ¢ pan-Islamiso o This s
the creation of to-day,” < Thix has been
Brought about by the modern Muslim
agitato'i““” "These expressions reveal the
workings of his mind.  The enemy betrays
himself. e tells us that he s afraid
of this institution of wnivemal Dbrother-
bood in Islam. The Muslins should be
thankful to God and Iis Holy Apostle
for this wonderful and most useful orga-
fisation which came into exwstence over
fhirteen hundred years ago and which
ghreatens the enemy most and which is
andoubtedly  the secrot and
gource of the strength of Islvn,  Kurope
gelt dts- force when Richard waged cru-
gades against Islum, ond  Juweope  felt
ggain its inherent force when Lloyd
Greorge threatened the existence ol Turkey.

it the Muslime of the world  avail
themselves of the blessings of ihis orga.
hisation and once nwre  robrieve the
eSQem‘}éncy of Islam, our {aith, most
exgollent !

The brotherhood then made for v res-
taarant where the Turks had nvited the
whole assemubly to dinner. A very cupa-
wrous- hall and its side rooms noconumodated
$heigathiering., The hall was very taste.

greatest

Fally decorated for the festive board,  The .

Muostafa Kamal Pasha,
Aman-Ullah Khan,

Plbtos of Gbaai
His Majesty Amir

and Zaghlul Pashia forming the mostcond
spicuaous part of the decorations,  Beforethe
dinner was sorved, several speakers ads
dressed  the. assembly  in turnwon €8
pressing needs of the Muslim world,  Thé
specches aroused o zood deal of enthusiadn
and were punctuaied by heurty acclama
tions, ’
The feast being over, the brotheriivod
refurned to town o joln an vntcrtéiinment
given by Iis xecllency  Ghalam - Siddig
Khanon behall of s Majesty the Amiz
ol Afghanistan, This brought the functions
of w day of excitenient to o close, . when
everybody retired wiih his spirits srevived.
with  his  convictions stmngthénéd,“ian&
with vivid improssions of the achievements.
Tslam, the most Niting  religion for

suffering humanity. ‘

Yours fraternally,
SADR.UD-DIN.
26th July 1925,

Giteschrechtste, O Dorlin

Questions and Answers
Malik Gulzar Kayani -— '

Q. t Whoare the ten most popular men in
tudia ab preseut in your opinion ?

AL "This yuestion bns nothing to do- with'reli<
giony what is the criterion of your * popularity?”
Mr. Muhammad Ali Arab i — i

Q. 1. ks it permissible 1o go us 4 pilgrim to:the

- Holy 1 Ml\] aud Karbaly and N'x;df

There is no harn in it rather Muslimgvare
cxpccbcd to travel in the world - The pilgrimage™
that is enjoined by Islam is of i\abn, the sacrad
house at, Meeca.

Q. 2. Are there Uhiristinns among tha Arabs ?

A, Not at present | helieve.

Q. 3. How many sects arervhere in Inlam 2 ?

A. There are many sects sn Islum ; bubas’ s
matter of fuct they are simply different schoolsof:
(,honf_fm, ;a8 they conenr on fundementals

Q. 4. I Lamn /)«u!x/mu' (Ahmadi) can [ say” my’

- prayers in the mosque of Shing or Sunnis ? ?

A. Yes, the mosques shoudd be open, for:-the
worship of Alluh.

Q. 5. Which ol the various soots of Isiam 1870tk
the nr*hL course ?

A Ahwadiyyn Scction of fahore.

(. 6 Isicwrilken in the Quean that Muham=
mad is bhe best ol the prophets,

A, Yeou, \hlh.unmml hius been desmbcd s
AT A e the st and the most porfeb ok
afl the prophcts.

Q. 7. What is the jueaning of UH’. ded C..\i'b:

A, Lk means the intereessor {or sinners. The
word jutercession, however, should not be. misunder-
stood  In Tslam intercession is through practice,
ie. oue combines himsell with the Hely Prophet in
holy Life, the prophet hecomnes hix tntercessor 1.0, his
sing are forgiven.

Q 8 Bhould we weep mwl wry  for
Hasain 7 :

A, It is but patural to Teel for hwmsu swffars
ings; but to mourn an event of 13 hundred years
with ‘srn{mml genrs is simply repugnant bo vefrued
tagte

Imam
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