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“The Light is published twice a month, on the
1st ‘and 16th. .

All business correspondence and applications
should be addressed to THE MANAGER of The
Light, Ahmadia Buildings, Lahore. The sub-
scription is strictly pavable in advance, would-be
subscribers are requested to send their subscrip-
tion with their applications. ‘The paper is not
sent per V.P.D. Subscription may kindly be remit-
ted'by M. O. or postage stamps.

" The object of The Light is to disseminate
Islamic doctrines and to repudiatecharges against
Jslam but.the expenses incurred in getting out the
paper being very heavy and the subscription being
only a nominal one, we respectfully appeal to our
Muslim brethren to send donations to help the
Anjuman in making a {ree wide circulation.

Students who cannot afford to pay the subscrip-
tion, may send their applications for free copies
to the Manager.

A number is assigned to each recipient. Inall
communications please quote that number.

Receipts of the subscriptions are not sent to
senders but they are acknowledged in thecolumns
of TheLight. Subscribersare requested to see that
list and if the remittance of any subscriber is not
acknowledged therein he may kindly communicate
with the Manager.

.- . Correspondence of literary nature may be
addressed to the Editor. Short  articles, letters
and questions will also be welcome. Non-Muslims
are also invited to send questions to be answered.

NOTES.

Christian Missions in Mesopotamia.
A Christian Journal says :—

“ «Rev, 8. M, Zwener, D. D., sees in Meso-
potamia to-day “the key-stone of the arch”
of Moslem missions. In  that region,
where not only did Abraham hear God’s
«call but in which lslam arose, plans for
‘future work are now being made in co-
‘operation by the Southern Presbyterian
‘Church, the Northern Presbyterian Church,
the Reformed Church in the United
States, and the United Presbytorian Ghurch,
In%this connection, Dr. Zwemer calls
‘attention to the resolution passed at the

Pun-Presbyterian Council, Western Sec-
tion, held at Toconto: ¢ Resolved, That
tiie Western Soction of the Alliance in
session at Toronto has boen gratified to
learn of a proposal for the establishment
of a Mission in Mesopotamia, under the
joint auspices of some of the “Churches of
the Alliance. The dolegates to the
supreme judicatories of all our Churchgs
appointed at this meeting are requesled
to bring this onterprise %o their- atten-
tion, with our cordial commendation of
it as a fitting expression of our common
life and of the spivit of Christian unity
that binds us together, and as designed
to meet one of the most urgent needs now
existing in any part of = the. mnons
Christian world.”

This gives us an inkling of the. united
offorts of the Christian Missionaries for the
spread of their faith in the Muslim lands.
The question is, Should the Muslims
sit still and watch? The propagation
of Islam is a sacred duty of every Muslim,
and therefore all the Muslims of the
world, while retaining the special features
of their respective schools of ithought to
which they may belong should joinhands
for this common cause.

How Christians penetrated into
Nigeria.

Nineteen years ago a young . Irish
doctor who went to Southern Nigeria. to
take up Government service, while travel-
ling in the Owerri District, was set upon
by the natives, stripped of his clothing
and made to march, naked as he :was,
in the hot tropical sun to a large market-
place some milés away. THere he was
put to death. Barly in the present year
Bishop Lasbrey visited . the .stations of
the Church Missionary Society ..in .this
neighbourhood and found eloquent proof
of the change which a few. short years of
gospel influence had brought about. The
Bishop visited a place which s less than
o mile from the market where the doctor
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met his tragic fate. No threatening mob
of infuriated enemies cscortod the white
‘man on this occasion, but a band of car-
‘nest Christians, rejoicing that they were
workers together * with him for the
Kingdom of God.” There are now moro
than 13,000 adherents of the Church
in this district.

.. This shows the wonderful tenacity of
purpose and the oxtraordinary porsover-
‘ence which the Christians have got. If
the Muslims cherish the great hopo of
spreading tho light of Islam in the world
far and  wide, they should also exhibit
such qualitics.. As a mutter of fact the
Muslims of the good old times were
-the.embodiments of these heroic virtues,
and the Christians have only birowed

‘these from them. Tho pity, however, is l

that now the Muslims are almost devoid
of this chivalrous sp'rit.

THE LIGHT.

DATED THE 1ST DECEMBER 1923,

S—

~Islam—The Religion of Toleration.
(COMMUNICATED).

Of all the religions of the world, Islam
s preminently the religion  which
assumes a most tolerant attitude towards
other religions and o most respectful
one towards the founders of thowe religi-
ons and the teachers of wmankind, It
Bccepts the truth of the prophets of all
mationalities.  “ And overy nation had
an apostle ” says the Holy Quran (10 :
47), According to the Christians, pro-
phets were raised by God only in single
branch of human family, /e, the Icraeli-
#es. < “They, therefore, reject all non-
Israclite Prophets as cimposters,” Why
should. God forsake the. non-Israeli’es in
Ahis way after creating them is a riddle.
Jesus is reported 1o have said “All that
:ever came before me were thieves and
robbers.” (John 10:8). The Iloly 1ro-
phet Mubammad always talked of the
rbrophets that went before him with foe-
Tings of respect and love, He would
.oft,en speak of Jesus and Moses as his
two brothers. According to the Hindu
teligion, no proplict was over raised by
God outside the limits of Indin, This is
glearly a very narrow view of religion.
iﬂam is the only religion which gives a
t\’rli’e cosmopolitan soul to its true adhe-
rents.” "The Holy Quran condeiwns idol-
f\’?c‘(dljsllip in the strongest terms, bub it
forbids the Muslims to abuso evon thoe .
idols of other people. ” « And do not abuse
those whom they call upon besides Allah,
lest exceeding the limits they should abuse
Allah out of ignorance,” (Holy Quran 6:
109), No other religion, within owr
knowledge comes up to Islam in its
folerance of other teligions to this ex- °

.cording to Islam salvation is

tent, According to the Holy Quran,
no religion is devoid of good. It blames
the Jews and the Christians for denying
all good in each other, notwithstand-
ing that they arve both followers of the-
Old Testamont. 1t says “ Tho Jews say-
The Christians do not follow any thing
(good) and the Christians say The Jews do
not follow anything {(zood), while they
rosite tho (same) book.”  (2: 113). - Islam
dhes not a bitrarily narrow the sphere of
8 lvation by makinz it attainable only by
believers in a particular dogma. Salva-
tion according 1o the holy roligion of
Islam can be atlained by res‘gnation to
the Divine will and by doing: good to
God’s creatures. The I ly Quran is very
clecr on this priut, ¢« And they say None
shall enter the garden (of paradise) vxcept:
he who is a Jew or the Christians, . These
are their vain desires. Sy, bring your
proof if you are trnthful. Yea! whoso-
ever siubmits himsell entirely to Allah and
he is the doer of good to others, he has his
reward from his Lord and there is no. fear
for him, nor shall he grieve,” (2:111,
112). It may be added here that state of
salvation is generally expressed in the
Holy Quran by the words,  They shall
have no fear, nor shall they grieve,”. Ac-
not the
monopoly of one nation. There are vari-
ous verses in the TInly Quran which strike
at the root of the idea of a favoured nation
whose members alone may be ontitled to
salvation. Tt says, « Surely those who be-
lieve and those who arc Jews or the Chris-
tians and the Sabians, whoever believes in
Allah snd the last day and does god, they
shall have their reward from their "Lord
and there is no fear for them, nor shall
they grieve.”  (2: 62). Again it says, «To .
every nation we appointed acts of devotion
which they observe ” (22: 67), ~ « For
every one of you did we appoint a law
and a way ' (5: 48).  Those verses give"
us another proof of the principle of tolera-
tion and equal religious froedom incul-
cated by the Holy Quran. In another
bassage wo have the following very re-
markable injunction. ¢ [et there’ be no
compulsion in religion.” In the face of
this wholesome ¢ mmandment it. requires
a special degree of impndence to urge that
Islam  spread at the point of the
sword. The above verse from the. -Holy
Quran gives the complete lie to the delibe-
rate misrepresentation coucocted by. some
Christian Missionaries to vilify the -faith
of Islam —that Islam was spread at the
point of the swoid., Compare this injunc-
tion with - the following Biblical orders
“ Slay ye every one of them, take not one
of them alive.,” The view, therefore, that
Islam is intolerant, hias grown partly out
of ignorance and partly out of interested

-motives, The Holy Prophet Muhammad.
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ad a catholic vision. Abraham, ho said,
Swas a Muslim. ¢ Abraham was nota Jew
’;«‘gnor a Christian, but he was an upright
man, a Muslim” (Holy Quran 3: 66).
* Thus Muslims lived even bofore the advent
“ofthe Holy P’ropbet Mubammad. The
“Jews and the Christians have been called
cupon: by thoe 1Ioly Quran to accopt the
“broad prinuiplc,s of religion, It says ¢ O
followers of the Book ! come to an equib-
‘able proposition between us and you that
we shall not serve any bus Allab and that
we shall not associate aught with Him
‘and that some of us shall not take others
‘for lords, besides Allah " (3: 63). The
:Holy Prophet described himself as ‘mercy
“to mankind.’ Jesus, on the other hand,
;;.isw‘_;;eported to have said « Think not I am
' come to send peace on carth. I am not to
“gend peace but a sword—I come to send
_fire on the earth.” Islam wants its fol-
“lowers to preach its doctrines by peaceful
means. The Holy Quwan says, * And
from among you thore should be a party
“who-inviterto good and enjoin. what is
right and forbid the wrong and these it is
‘that shall be successful ”  (3: 103). This
verse directs the Musalmans to have al-
“ways among them a missionary party
whose only object 1is the propagrtion of
Islam. As regards the methods of preach-
ing it says ¢ Summon men to the way of
“thy Lord with wisdom and kindly warn-
“ing.” «Dispute with them in the kindliest

“manner.” Thess passages speak for them-
solves. The Holy Quran says ““ Those

who have been expelled froni their homes
without a just cause except that they say !
Our Lord is Allah, and had there not been
Allah’s repelling somo people by others
certainly there would have been pulled
down cloisters and churches and synago-
gues and mosques in which Allal’s name
is much remembered and surely Allah will
help him who helps His cause; most
gurely Allah is-Strong, Might.” Thus in
“the Holy Quran the object of Jihad (reli-
gious wa1) is declared to be the protection
‘of cloisters, churches, synagogues and mos-
ques. Could toleration go further. Tho
lives of the Muslims are to be sacrificed
not only to stop their own persecution by
‘their enemics and save their own mosques
but to save cloisters, churches and synago-
gues as well. :
 CORRESPONDENCE.

, The Value of Time.

DEAR SIR,

1. Thero are various kinds of wealth
with which you may be blessed by God,
Vi —

. (i) wealth of money ;
« « (ti) wealth of health ;

that you can to make them happy. '

(¢1) wealth of knowledge;
(7v) wealth of power;
(v) wealth of time; cte., etc.
9. Of these, time is the most valuable.
Nothing can come up to it in usefulness.
Kvery monent ol it is precious: . S0y

- you have to be very carelul as to how you

use it, .
3. If you happen to lose momney, you

*can not only make 0d the loss but earn”

a good deal more by your industry, and’
keep the wealth in your possession as long
as you like by oxercising a little prudence
and economy. ‘ i

4. TIf your health gets bad, you: can
become hale and hearty again by follow-
ing the rules which medical science -lays
down. S T

5. If you may be lacking in know=
ledge, you can make up this deficiency by.
availing yourself of the educational facili-'
ties which are in existence in’ your
country. o

6. If you happen to be deprived of
your power, you can regain it by remov-’
ing the defects which brought about the
misfortune. ,

7. But it is different with time.
Once it is lost you cannot get it back, try
as hard as you may. You must keep,
pace with it if you wish to achieve. suc-;
cess in life. @

8. Time is fleeting. It does not wait
for any body, be he a king or a.: coolie,”
Tt never moves to suit the convepience of’
individuals. You must, therefore,. make.
the best uste of it while it is with you. ..s

9. Now I shall tell you how. to
utilise time to your advantage.- First: of
all, thank God for having given you this
inestimable thing. ITave faith and ' trust
in Him, and Him alone. Do not. look . to;
any one elso for assistance. - This. faith
and trust in your Creator will:..give you:
courage and strength which will enable
you to overcome all difficulties,* = -,

10. You should, in gratitude for
this gift of God, be good to His, creatures,
Acquire knowledge of His Commandments
and of the sccrets of His universe,; and
impart this knowledge to. your fellow-
beings. Give every body his dues. Avoid
cruelty to animals. Do not keop thinking
of your own comforts. Live for others ;
help the weak and tho aged; the poor and
the homeless, the sick and. the suffering ;
and the widows and the orphans, irrespec-
tive of colour, creed and raco ; -and do all

11. Set in this way a good. exampie
to others, Teach them what y,ou,‘dons;dgr.
to be true and persuade to tell .the .truth
on all occasions—that is, even.they have .
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. the risk of losing their lives. Impress on
them the advantages of having patienco
in affliction.

12. The time spent in this way will
secure you porfect peaco of mind, happi-
ness and prosperity, and bring you closer
to your Creator, It will stand you in
good stead in the next world also. But
if you fail to use your time as indicated
you will put yoursolf to an irreparrable
loss, and also incur the displeasure of
God.

13. Read in this connection the
fol'lowing brief but interesting message
which God gave to 1lis humble servant
‘Muhammad over thirteen hundred years
agoi—

pke T Y i A LT ] e,
.ﬁaﬂ-{bc IJ)“) usﬂb chJJS) asdal | ,).Lac)
« Consider the time ; most surely man’
is in loss, except those who believe and do
good, and enjoin on each other truth, and
enjoin on each othor paticnce.”
.. Think and act upon these verses, my
dear friends, before it is too late,
Yours truly,
(M. H. K.

Questions and Aanswers.
" S. Nazir Alam :—

Q. Tlease explain the parda system ag pres-
cribed by Shariat (the Mustm Taw)? [ think
- parda is not prescribed in such’ a  striet

form,

¢A. Yes, you are right. The parda as or-

" dained by the Holy Quran is ¢mply this  that
“ women **should not display
. except what appears thereof,” i, except that

ther ornaments

which one discloses usually. | his ineludes hands
and face. In the tme of the Haly Prophet
women used to do all sorts of work.

- Me. Said:--
Q. 1.0 Isitasin to cut human corpses Lo
* discover the cause of death? [If so, what do

abeut.

say

doctors  who operale upon

“A. Noitisnot; Islam is not the enemy of

science; rather it encourages scientific
‘researvch. i
2. Isitnot a sin to predict medically

the death of a patient?
“A. No saune doctor will tell

the patieut
himself that he will soon die.

Put there is no

“harm in'letting the relatives of the pat.ent know

“and it is what generally happens,
: - 3. Is not European dress, [ mean tie and
hat and all that forbidden for Mushm ? Il not,
why? ' 4
LEuropean dress “only.  Islam is a universal
~.}re’lig10n and is not governed by (llings, which
.are associated with different cl'mates.
Q. 4. .Can you cite a Quranic verse sho“‘ing
:hatdslam is not opposed to science.
w ‘A, The idea that we  should make scientifje
<«research and study nafure permeates throughout
“"the"Holy Quran. " The Holy Prophet ix asked to

‘pray in thes: words Lie W °j < Omy God

'

A. - No; but one shoald not alwavs stick to

Q. 5. We clnnot attain perfect happiness
in this life. Why?

A. Because this world is not meant
for it.
Q. 6. Why do the Christians say that Jesus

" was son of God.

A. Please ask them. It appears (that Jesus
used the word in a metaphorical sense; the
Christians mistook it for reality and thus built
up the doctrine of sonship of God, '

Q. 7. Can a  Muslim marry a non-Muslim
lady. o

A.  Yes, marriage with the people. of Book is
permissible. ‘

Q. 8. Cana non-Muslim marry a Muslim
lady? )

A. No. : '

Q. 9. Is it true that the source of the
Nile is in heaven ? oy

A. No. SRS

Q. 10. When will Imam Mahdi appear ?

A. He has already appeared in the persen of
the late Hazrat Mirza Sahibof Qadian, Don’t'you
know about the Ahmadiyya movement? = If not,
{ lease get necessary literature from our book
department,

Mr lsmail Ahmad (— .

Q. 1. The Muslims believe in the intercession
e @i of the Iloly Prophet . Muhammad.

Does the Quran support it?  On what ground this
belief is based ? PR

A. Intercession in Islam means co-ordination
in actions. It is based upon the simple fact
that a true Muslim who follows the Holy Prophet
and leads a religious pious life must get
salvation. ‘lhe loly Prophet becomes his inter-
cessor through his own actions. . S

Q. 2. (#) Is nota game such as football,
cricket or tennis  unlawful in [slam ? (") Are
these games contrary to the Islamie spirit ?

A. () Noj; (I} No. -

Q. 3. («) Bo the Christ'ans believe that
Jesus Christ had a father? B

() What does this text mean * the book

of generation of Jesus Christ, the son of ‘David?”
Does it mean that Jesus was the' son. of
Lavid ? T

"A. (a) The Christians believe that Jesus was
born of virgin Mary. (/) He, of course, was an
Isralite through his mother. But this' question
may well be asked frem a Christian. o

An Appeal.

In view of a keen desire from .our rea-
ders to sce more reading matter in"fLight,"’
our Society is considering tne question of
increasing number of the pages. of the:
paper from January next. This proposal
will necessitate o simultaneous increaso in

* the subscription which most probably will

be Rs.. 2 and Re. i1 from Students, We
are running the papor at a consjgléra:ble.
loss as our sole object is to enlighten ‘the
educated community of Muslims on
matters religious and to repudiate false
charges against Islam. Our well-to-do

brethren are, therefore, requested - to . help
‘us with liberal donations in this sacred

task. . :
‘MANAGER,

f};i“ Khan, Manager, at the Victoria Press, Ry, Road and Published by Dost vauhammadﬁ ‘
from Abmadia Buildings, Lahcre~{[Editor:—Dost Mubammad.]*" > f"{wﬁ...;,gntyga TR
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