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WE BELIEVE
1. After the Holy Prophet (peace be
upon him) Allah has completely barred
the appearance of a prophet, old or new.

2. After the Holy Prophet, Gabriel can
never descend and bring Prophetic Reve-
lation (Wahy Nubuwwah) to any person.

3. If Gabriel were to descend with one
word of PropheticRevelation(Wahy Nubu-
wwah) on any person, it would contradict
the two complementary verses.:

*“This day have I perfected your Religion
for you™ (5:5); *““He is the Messenger of
Allah and the Last of the prophets.”’

4. The Holy Prophet also said : I am
Mubammadand I am Ahmad and I am
al-*Aqib (the one who comes last) after
whom there can be no prophet”. (Al-
Bukhari : Kitab al-Manaqib).

5. In the light of the above Islamic fun-
damentals, the. Holy Founder of the Ab-
madiyya Movement never claimed to be a
Nabi, but the God-Ordained Mujaddid
(““The Promised Messiah’) of the l4th_
Islamic Century, having been cxpressly
raised to re-establish the predominance of
Islam in the world. _

6. He named his followers ‘Ahmadi®
after the Holy Prophet’s Jamali (beatific)
name *Ahmad’.

7. He proclaimed that no verse of the
Holy Qur’an has been - abrogated nor
shall ever be abrogated. '

8. All the Companions of the Holy Pro-
phet and the Imams are venerable.

9. It is spiritually conducive to our
Faith to accept the revivalist Islamic mis-
sions of all Mujaddids (Renovators).

10. Any one who declares his faith in

the Kalimah (Muslim formula of faith —

la ilaha ilallahu Muhammadur  Rasulul-

- dah — is a Muslim..
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Editorial .. ..

MEN OF FAITH

~ Men of faith have always been a great
source of- inspiration. Their steadfast-
ness in the pursuit of truth and righteo-
usness inculcate faith and courage in
others to. uphold and practise higher
values- of life. Their life-style is a beacon
of life in times of crisis when baser urges
in man tends to drag him to foul means
and practices.

In day today human activities mun-

dane pursuits produce immediate ma-
terial gains. Bnggrossed in these short-
lived. pleasures of worldy gains, man
forgets to strwe for higher values. ‘God

has endowed man with tremendous
capabilities of head and heart. He needs.

‘to channelise these capabilities towards
the achicvement - of -a truly suc-
cessful life. Otherwise he is prone to
waste his time and energy. A small

chapter of -the Holy Qur’an tells us how

"to spend one’s life-span in this world :
“By the time ! Surely man isin loss,
except those who believe and do good,

and exhort one another to Truth, and

exhort one another to pétience” (103 : 1-

3). ¢‘Believe and do good” is a constant
reminder for a Muslim in order to ac-
‘hieve high ideals of life outlined in the
pages of the Holy Qur’an. A Muslim is
required not only

to practise these

ideals in his daily life but also to ex-

~hort others to follow it. Such a practi-

cal demopnstration is more inspiring and
effective than mere exhortation.

Institution of Mujaddidship in Islam’
is to produce such zealous men of
faith inevery age. Hazrat Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad, Founder of the Ahmadiyya
Movement by dmt of his dynamic spiri-
tualism 1mtxated a v1goxous movement
for the revival and propa_gaggn of Islam.
Devoted members .of the Ahmadiyya
Movement went o the West, con-
structed mosques and estabhshed
centres for the dxssemmatlon of the
teachings of Islam. In th; bggmmng of

“this century the Ahmadlyya venture was

considered as a.mad man’s vision, but
now it has become areality. They are un-
doubtedly the pioneers of ushering rena-
issance of Islam in the West. Muslim
ummah today hag rcaliscg_l that the only

;v\eapon to fight against .the _.idsinuating

propaganda and evil designs to munder-
mine Muslim faith .and its uni-
que brotherhood is to reinvigorate faith.
and establish active Islamic centres in
the West. Names such as Maulana
Muhammad Ali,.. K.hwa;a Kamal- ud-

"Din and Mau]ana Sadr ud- Din will evet

remain as hvmg memories. of the pre~
sent century for domg yeomans ser-

vice to the cause, of Islam 'in the
West.
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English Translation of Sahih al-Bukhari

PART IV — THE PRAYERS
by MAULANA AFTAB-UD-DIN AHMAD

(R, 307) Abu Qatadah reported..:(Re-
pitition of 451).944

H. 522. ‘A’ishah reported, ‘‘Had the
Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings

of Allah be upon him, seen what womz:n.

have now introduced (in their habits) he

would have prevented them from going
to the mosque as the women of the Isra-’

elites were prevented.””945 And I (the

Yahyah narrator) asked ‘Amrah *‘Were .

they (the Israelite women) forbidden’’
‘She sald “Yes

944, ln thls repetition of H. 451,
there is a very little difference in wording.

All these five reports in this chapter
clearly show that the women used to

join the congregational prayersin the

days of the Holy Prophet, peace and
blessings of Allah be upoh him. The
stress on this question by Bukhari is ne-
cessitated by the fact that in the collec-
tions of Abu Dawud and some other re-
ports it is recorded on the authority of

Ibn Umar that men should not prevent:

their women from going to the mosque
and t at their homes were better for
them. Bukhari’s reports are obviously

directed against the latter pilrt_'bf this

‘report.- Indeed if it was not desirable

for the women to attend the mosque,
the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him, would have him-
self said so to the women that it is better
for them to say their ‘prayeré at home.
945. This is ‘A’ishah’s personal opinion.
and is beside the mark, because the Pro-
phet, peace and blessings of Allah be ouf
him, had no knowledge about /he condl- '
tion of the Jewish women of the past
when they were preventcd from going to
the places of worshlp Agaln to thmk
that the Holy Prophet peace "and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him, if he found
the women goiné wrong, would stop
their going to the mosque, instead of
correcting them, would imply, that he
was unable to. effect any reformation i;n
them. This is an idea not in keeping
with our ‘conceptibn of the'Holy Pro-
phet’s greatness as a reformer. The fact
is that the Holy Prophet peace and.
blessings of Allah be on hup, was ‘able
to regenerate the Arabs; men and wo-
meh, in the dcepest region of degra.da’lion

. to the position of_b. God:living and God-
~ fearing people. That he should find

himself upable to correct them if they

showed anyf signs of " 're'l'apsg’af terwards
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Chapter 163

Concerning women offering prayers be-
hind men. ‘

(R. 308) Umm-i-Salmah reported...
(Repetition of 508)946

(R. 309) Anas reported...
of 274),947
Chapter 164

Concerning the departure of women

(Re petition

soon after the morning prayers nnd their
short stay in the mosque.

" (R, 310). ‘Aishah reported... (Repeti-
tion of 267).948-

Chapter 165
Concerning women seeking permission
from their husbands to go to the mosque

(R 311) ‘Abdullah reported (Repeu-
on of 521).949

does not do any honour or show an
appreciation- of his power  of redemp-
tion. All ‘therefore, that can be said
about this report is that although it
shows ‘A’ishah’sanxiety for the re-estab-
lishment of " the high standérd of mora-
lity of the Holy Prophet’s days her ex-
pression of that idea is not very happy

The. women keeplng away from the‘

mosques, m ,any case. is not a very heal.
thy sign ot our pational life.

1 946. In this repetition of H. 508 therc
ts only slight difference. in wording,
therwise the idea is the:same namely,
that women - slipped off :from the

. of . Allah  be upon

as follows

- of any mosque
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mosque in a morning congregation while
the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings
~him, kept on
sitting with men folk after the conclu-
sion of the prayer. This shows that
women formed into a line at the rear
and this was to kcep the two sexes
from “being mixed up as it is the case
in Christian Churches, a. “condition of
things pot very helpful to foster a
spiritual atmosphere. '

947. Only a ‘part of H. 274 is given
here : **The Holy Prophet, peace and
blessings of‘Allah be upoon him, said
his prayer in the house of Umm Sulaim
and I and an orphan stood behind him
and Umm Sulaim (stood) behind us”

948. In this repetition the words are
““The Messenger of Allah,
peace and blessmgs of Allah be upon
him, used to say’ the mormng prayer
when it would be still 'dark and the
women of the believers used to depart
and they would not be recognlzed be-
cause of darkness nor would some of
them recognize others’’.

. 949. The wordings of - this repetition
are : **When the wife of any of you asks
for permrssron he should not with-
hold it from her. Here there is no menttonv
Thrs shows that per-
mission should not be wnthheld ln case
women desmng to go out on aﬁ'alrs

' ‘other than attendance to the mosque. g
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Let‘us- take Peace tb.the World

by MRS. SUHAILA OMARDEEN, TRINIDAD

Search for peace

« O Allah, Thou Art the Author of
peace and from Thee comes Peace” —
The Holy Quran.

One of the most common words in
the vocabulary of the ‘New Geaeration’
especially,of the Western World is “peace’.
This word is coupled with other words of
filial affection like ¢peace and llove’ ‘peace
and brotherhood’ etc. So much so that
wherever we go, whatever we see and
hear we are often reminded of this term.
If we walk déwn many a street in Trini-
dad and other places we are -almost
certain to sce these words or symbols
scrawled on wélls, posters, etc. This
is not only projécted in language and
pictures but also on items of clothmg,
Jjewellery and decorations for home and

buildings.

Why this consciousness? Is it because
there is too much peace or is it because
there is a lack of it? From all appear-

ances one would realise that there is a

great lack of it. There seems to 'be no
sincerity . in the peace and love in
homes, churches and communities. As
a result the ‘masses aire searching for
this self-satifying peace; They are 'grop-
ing for it, They are yearning for it.

In their vain search some unfortunF
ately think ‘that they have found the
answer in the taking of. drugs and
weed onIy to be disillusioned or 'be
destroyed both physically “and ‘moral-
ly. :
‘We the Muslim community of the
Western -World, should realise the great
task that we have to perform towards.
this end. Our challenge ligs in letting
the masses know that their seacch for
peace can end successfully only in find-

ing Islam, the universal religion given

to Mankind by God, for the sole pur-
pose of satisfying that great need of
humanity — peace — in this world andin
the world hereafter.

It is our duty to let them know that
all peace comes from God, and this
could be sought for in his Holy Book
— as it is stated in the Holy Quran,"
«“O Allah, Thou Art the Author of
peace and from Thee comes peace.”

Sngmﬁcance of Is!.un

The very name Islam whlch signifies
peace, was glven to our rehglon byv
God when He said : <This day ‘have.
1 perfected your religion and given it
the name Islam.” The word Islam is
derived from an Arabic root. which

(Ceatinued .on p. 19)
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The ultimate goal of Work and
Labour in Islam

by KALAMAZAD MUHAMMAD, TRINIDAD

If we carefully study the Qur’an we
come to the inescapable conclusion that
God has laid down for us a broad and
sound philosophical position. Everything
is placed in a proper perspective so that

‘man might’ not be at a loss as to his
origin, his place in the Universe and his
ultimate journey. God has stated clearly
that He is the Creator and O wner of
everything and that man is His vicegerent
on earth. To that purpose all things are

made subservient to him, but there are

rules, regulations and guidance  which if
obeyed and followed would lift man
from the mean and. earthly to the lofty
and divine,

It is in the light of the above context
that we have to consider WORK and
LABOUR in the economic system pro-

posed by the religion of Islam. How-

ever, as this is such a broad and well-
nigh inexhaustable |
strain - myself - to dealing with (1) a
few characteristics of the economic sys-
tem of Islam and (2) the ultimate pur-
pose of work and labour.

God is the real owner ‘

FIRSTLY, <n the Islamic economic
system even though property is allowed

topic,I will con-’

to ‘be privately owned it is to be consi-
dered as a TRUST from God because
everything in the heavens and .the.earth
really belongs to God and man being
His vicegerent enjoys the right of owner-
shio only as a Trust.

The Holy Qur’an is quite clear and
categorical on this point : '

“To Allah belongs whatever is .in the
heavens and whatever isin the earth’
(2 :284).

“““Say : To whom belong the earth and
whatever is therein, if you know ? They
will say : To God. Will you not then
mind 7”7 (23 : 84).

«sAnd give them of the wealth of God
Wthh He has glven you” (24 33).

Greed for wealth power and presuge,
name and fame, which drlves a person
to resort, sometimes, to 1llcg1t1mate or
immoral means of earning has_ been
condemned by the Holy‘Prophet,',peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him,-who
emphatically said that greed and faith
cannot stay togetherm a person and that
‘two wolves let loose i in a flock of sheep -
would not do as much damage to it as
greed for wealth and status woula do to
man’s faith’,
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Furthermore, Islam condemns such
gruesome practices as the mere amassing
of wealth, hoarding and usury.

“0 you who believe let not your
wealth - and your children divert you
from the remembrance of God, and
whoever does that, these are the losers®
(63:9)

“And those who hoard up gold and
silver and do not spend it in the
way of Allah, announce to them a pain-
ful chastisement’’ (9 : 34). "

*“Those whoswallow down usury can-
not arise except as one whom the, devil
has brostr_ated by his touch does. arise.
That is because they say : Thadi,ng is

like usury. God does not bless-usury
and He causes charitable deeds to pros-
per. Be careful of your duty to God
.and relinquish - what remains of usury
if you are believers, But if you'do ‘it
not then be ' warned of war from God
and His Messenger®® (2: 275:279).
~ The acquisition of material wealth,
‘therefore, is not an end in itself and for
this purpose Islam scrupulously avoids

the extremes of both Capitalism and.

Communism, a factattested by even non-
Muslims. In his book Whuher Islam
* the author Gibb says :

“Within the Wcstem world Islam

maintait’xs‘ the balance between . ex-
aggerated opposites. Opposed equally to
the anarchy of European nationalism
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and the regimentation of Russian Com-
munism it has not yet succumbed to
that obsession with the economic side
of life which is characteristic of present-
day Europe and present-day Russia
alike.”’

And then quoting Professor Massig-
non he says, *‘Islam has merit of stand-
ing for a veryequalitarian coﬁception-
of the contribution of each citizen by
the tithe to the resources of the com-
munity ; it is hostile to. unrestricted
exchange, to banking capital, to State
loans, to indirect taxes on - objécts of

~ prime necessity but it holds to the rights

of the father apd the husband, to
private _property and to commercial
capital. Here again it occupies an in-
termediate; positién between the doctr-
ines of bourgeois. cyapi:alism and Bols-
hevist communism’ (pp. 178-179 vT'as'
quoted in A New World Order b){

Muhammad ‘Ah. p.79)..

True acts of Charity

Secondly, Islam is neither an ascct:c
religion, i.e., itdoes not, lxkq some ideo-~
logies condemn the life of this world and
ask us to renounce the good things of
earthly existence’ for the sake of the
Self- lmposed hardsblp like
penance or flagellation is condemnedf

Hereafter.

and moobkery is regarded‘ as an inno-

vation.
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Nor is Islam a hedonistic rcligion espo-

using a philosophy of ¢‘cat, drink and
be merry for tomorrow you die, and
that is the end of all affairs’’. Far from
it. On-the otber hand God plainly lays
down injunctions relating to the work-
ing of one’s Ii-ving and enjoying of

the good things of life and warns us.

against begging. The following quota:
tions from the Qur’an and the Hadith
elucidate the abové points :

““Eat and drink of that which God
has provided and act notcorruptly, mak-
ing mischief in the world’’ (2 ¢ 60).

0O mankind, Eat of what is lawful
and do good on earth and follow not
the footsteps of the devil” (2 : 168).

%O you who believe | Forbid not
the good things which God has made
lawful for you and exceed not thelimits.
Surely God loves not those who exceed
the limits. Aod eat of the lawful and
gpod'that God has given you, and keep
your duty to God in whom you believe”’
(5 : 87-88).

“““When the prayer is ended, then. dis-
‘perse in the land and seek of God’s
ﬁuunty” (62 :10). | .

And in the Hadith we find :

“*And Muslim who plant$ a tree or cul-
tivatesa ficld such thata bird or ahuman
Qcing, or an animal' eats from it, this
act will not but be counted as an act of
cbarity” (4l-Bukhari, Book 1).

THE LIGHT 9

“He who seeks the world lawfully
to refrain from begging, to cater to
his family, and t2 be kind to his neigh-

‘bours, will meet God with his face shin-

ing like the full moon®’ (Mishkat).

‘The Prophet is further reported to
have said :

““Beg not anything from people”
(Abu Dawud, Book. 3).

““The band that is above is better
than the hand that is below” .(4l-
Bukhari).

‘‘A manbas not earned better income
than that which is from his own labour”
‘(Ibn Majah, Book 6).

Achrding to M. ‘Umar Chapra :

““Islam goes over further than this, It
urges Muslims to give mastery over na-
ture, because according to the Qur’an,
all resources in the heavens and t'ﬁ’c
earth have been created for the service
of mankind, (The Qur’ah, 31:20), and
because as the Holy Prophet, peace and
blessings of Allah'be - qpon him, said,

“there is no malady for which- God has

not created a cure’. From this one can-
not but infer that the goal of attainiog
a suitably high ratg of economic growth
should be among the economic goal of a
Muslim society because that .would ‘be
the manifestation of a continuous effort
to use, through research- and improve-
ment in technology, the rcsources provi-
ded by God for the service and better-
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ment of mankind, thus helping in the
fulfilment of the very object of their
creation’’

Islam, pp. 5-6).
No two opposing codes

‘leirdly, there is no dichotomy in
Islarii “bétween religious and secular
affurs ‘We cannot say that ‘busmess is
business’ and ‘rchglon is religion’
thus compartmentalizing life into two
different categories and advocating -two
opposing codes of behaviour for each
one ; for in Islam, every thought, atti-
tude, word or deed has moral aind spiri-

tual repercussions.

““We bave made their deeds to cling .

to their necks’® and on the Day of Re-
surrection we shall be told : *“We have
stripped the veil off from thee and thy

sight today is sharp,” “the Qur’an tells

us (17:13;50:22),
that we must be carc!‘ul of our behavi-

thus warning Uus

“our on carth for it is .upon-this behavi-
our lh‘at our spiritual condition de-
pends.

As a result as. much empbhasis is laid

_upon HOW we cara our wealth as on
HOW we spend it.

Earning
All forms of immoral earning of wealth
is condemned.

0 you who have faith | Devour not
" the property of anyone of you wrong-

(The Economic System of

world, making mischief*’ (26 :
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fully, except that it be ' trading by your
mutual consent”‘ (4:29).

A truec and honest business man will
be with the Prophet, the truthful and the
martyrs on the Day of Judgment. (4/-
Bukhari, Book 4),

" «¢]t’is better for a person to put dust
in his mouth rather than eat what is un-
lawful®® (Ibid., Book 4).

«‘False advertising claims-are con-
demned in the following: say‘iugsv!_; of the
Holy Prophet, peace and blessings of
Allah be on him . :

"An oath will serve'to sell the com-
modities well but will obliterate the

- blessing.”’

We must ‘be very scrupulous in our
welght and measures, says the Qur an:

««Give full measure and be not of
those who give less ; weigh with a true
balance , w1thhold not things justly due
to others, and act not corruptly in the
181-183).
 «‘Woe to the cheaters ! Who when
they take the measure of their dues from
men, take it fu.lly ; but when they me-
asure out to others or weigh out for them
they give less than is.due. Do they not
think that they will be raised again to a
Mighty Day, the Day when mankKind
will stand before the Lord of the worlds®”
(83 : 1-6).
| 'Bribery receives special condemnpation :

"«Apd swallow not Qp your property
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among yourselves by false means, nor

offer it to judges so as to swallow from
other. people’s property
while you know”’ (2’: 188).

“The’
of Allah be upon him,
the person who gives a bribe, the one

cursed

who accepts it and the intermediary be-
tween the two’” (4l Bukhari, Book 13).

" And the using of one’s position of
authority to receive gifts (and this seem
to be .widespread now-a-days) comes
under heavy fire, for the PrOphécis re-
mrte'd‘ to have used strong language
against thiscustom :

““How can a governor [ bave appoint-
ed say, this is ‘for you (the treasury)
and this is a gift for me! Why does
not he sit in his parents’ house and. see
if be gets those gifts or not. By God,
in whose hands is Muhammad’s life,
anyone of you who takes (unduly) ahy-
thing from this (i.e. what belongs to
the Treasury) will have it around his
neck o0 “the Day of the Judgment. The
Prophet then raised his hands and said
twice : O God! Have I - conveyed ?”’
(4l Bukharz Book 2).

“Ip ‘short our means of acqumng
Wealth must be clean for “God is
good' 'and accepts only the good,”’, so’
that we cannot- deccwe ourselves by
acqun;mg weﬁ_\lth immorally and then
giving lavishly in charity, for the Pro-

wrongfully’

“Prophet, peace and blessings.
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phet has stated exphcltly
- God" recogmzes pot charity except

it be from rightfully owned income”

(ibid., Book 1) and,

 «God does not .accept prayers and
fasts from a person whose clothing is
from a morally quesuonablc source until
he forsakes it.”

And the Qur’an says :
““And man shall have nothmg but
what he strives for, and that his striving
shall soon be seen. Then shall he be re-
warded for it with the fullest reward”
(53 : 39-41). ‘
“Say 6] my pcople ! work in your
place, surely I am a worker’” (39 : 39).
““And excellent is the reward of the
labourers® (3 : 135).
«*] will not waste the work of a wor-
ker among you, whether ‘male or female,
‘the one of you being from the other”’
3 : 149).
Social Justice for all

Fouthly, Islam aims at the unification
of the human race under a common ide-
o]og&, a common code of values, a

common system of justice, and the

‘economic system is tangible method by

which this goal can be tested and put

into practice. The Qur’an says :

«‘O mankind] We createdyou from a male
and a female and made you into nations

‘and tribes that you may know each other.
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Verily, the most honoured of you'be-
fore God is the most righteous of you.
Surely God is Knowing, Aware” (49 : 13).
And’ the Propbet is on record as say-
ing ¢
“Your God is One and your father
xs one ; you are from Adam and Adam
‘was from .dust ; ab Arab has no super-
dority over a non-Arab nor white over
a black except by righteousness”’
(Al-Bukhari, Book 12,). ‘ |
Again the Prophet is reported to have
said : -
~ «*Mankind is from Adam and Eve
and all of you are alike in your descent
from them. On the Day of Judgment,
God will not ask you abo-ut-yopr noble

descent  or your' lineage ; rather the

'most honoured of you before God on
that Day will be the most nghteous of
you.”

Social Justice =

~As aresult special emphasis is placed
on Social Justice. Equal treatment be-
fore the law for all, regardless of differ-
ences of birtb,’ riches, race, colour, so-
cial class,
phatically preached by the Prophet of
God, and all kinds of discrimination

education, religion is em-

and mequahty are condemned. The
Qur an is quite clear on this point. Not
¢ven hatred for others must swerve us
form justice :° o
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O you who believe | Be upright for
God, bearers of witness with justice,
and let not hatred of others make you
swerve from justice. Be just, this is next
to righteousness, and fear God, for God
is aware of what you do”’ (5 : 8). o

~ And the Hol_y Prbphet, peace and-
blessings of Allah be on him, has said :

«“Communities before you stayed be-
cause when the high committed theft
they were set free, but when the low
committed theft the Law was enforced
on them. By God, even if Fatimah,
-daughter of Muhammad, committed
‘theft, Mubammad would certainly. cut
“her hand”’ (Al-Bukhari, Book 5).

“We?** Versus *““Them”’

Butitisin the shere of ecomomics, especial -
~ lyinemployer-employeegelationsthatlslam

Iays down the test of true brotherhood.
We all know of the polarity that exists
all over the world between the rich and
the poor, each side regarding the other
with suspicion and even hatred ; the rich
trying to dominate and exploit the poor
and the poor connnually attcmpnng to

“outsmart and squeeze out (through mili-

tant trade unions now) the last cent of
benefit from their em'plo'ycrs, without
any regard for a fa:r day’s labour. Thxs
mutual anatagomsm has resuited in and
is still rcsultmg in dividing cociety into
two waring camps. A ‘“WE’ versus
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«“THEM"’ mentality has brought about
an unbridgeable gulf and in many cases
sabotage and even bloodshed are the
consequences of this mutual resentment
and distrust. What is the Islamic ‘sol___u-
tion 7

‘The Holy Qur’an gives this general
guid‘anée to all, both employers and
workers . |

«“Withhold not things justly due to
others’’ (26 : 183).

And employers are specially counsell-
ed thus by the Holy Propbet, peace and
blessmgs of Allah be on him :

*“Do not over-burden your unskilled

female employee in her. pursuit'ofaliv- _
ing, because if you do so, she may re-.

sort to lmmorahty ; and do not over-
burden a male subordinate, for if you
do so, he may resort to stealing. Be
considerate with your employees, and
God will be considerate with you. It is
incumbent - .upon you to provide them
with good and lawful food” (Al- Bukhart,
Book 7).
: _Furthcrmofe there must be a brotherly
intimacy between boss and worker.
“*Your employees are your brothers,”
said the Holy Prophet, peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him, *‘whom

God has made your subordinates.So
he who has brother uader bim, let him-

" feed him with what he feeds himself and

‘a job

THE LIGHT 13

‘clothe him with what heclothes himself’”

(ibid., Book 1).
One must avoid being a harsh ‘officer-
boss’.

«...and donot burden them with what
overpowers them. If you do so then
belp them®’ (ibid., Book 2).

Justice to both Employers and Em-
ployees

On the other hand what should be
the attitude of the worker to bis duty and
to his employer ? Again specific adwce
is given by the Prophet, peace and bless-
ings of Allah be on him : ’

«“God loves that when anyone of you
does a job, he does it perfectly’” (ibid., |
Book 14).. . | S

Again :

~«*An employee who excels in his de-
votion to God and renders to his master
what is due to him of duty, sincerity
and obedience, for him there is double
reward with God” (ibid., Book 7).

Not only must a worker be skilful '
and industrious, he must also display
a high degreé of honesty 'and, trust-
worthiness, for the Prophet says : .

«He whom we have appointed for
and provided with livelihood,

‘then whatever he appropriates beyond

this is ill- gotten" (lbld.. Book 3) |
"The goal, therefore, according to

Chapra is, *‘justice to both cmploycrs
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and employees in all economic relation-
ships. Tt is only by such a harmonious
regulation of mutual responsibilities
emphsizing co-operation and conscien-
tious fulfilment of one’s obligations, an
environment of brotherhood, justice, and
supremacy of moral values, that there
-can be hope of eliminating labour-
employer conflict and friction and estab.
Iishing industrial peace” (The Economic
System of Islam, p. 18).
Spending
Why does Islam lay so'much empbha-
sis on regarding wealth as a trust from
God, on working for it, usingitand
enjoying it lawfully and in a clean
maoner 7 Where is God leading us even-.
tually ? 'Is "the final goal -only the in-
dividual and social justice tbat weshould
establish the Kingdom of God and the
brotherhood of man.on earth and that
these must be based on social and
economic justice ? These are truly noble.

goals but they are not ultimate goals,

Rather they .are stages on the way to
something more worthy and more sub-
lime, and it is only when we come to
the Spending of Wealth that we can
truly discover and comprehend the wis-
dom’ of God in creating, regulating;
measuring and guiding our lives from

step to step until happily we may attain

‘the cherishéd goal of perfection — until
we attain the highest bliss — a sight of
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our Creator’s Countenance. This brings
us to the culminating point of the con-
cept of work, labour and wealth in Islam
‘to which the following quotations from

. the Qur’an and the Hadith attest.

.¢*And seck to attain by means of
what God has given you the abode of
the Hereafter, but neglect not yourshare
in this world, and do good to others
as God has done good to ybu, and
seek not to make miéchict’ in the world.

-Surely’ God loves pot the miscbiet’-

makers’” (The Qur’an, 28 : 77).

“Believe in God and His Messenger
and spend on others out o‘f- that which
He has made you trustees : for, those
of you who have attained to Faith and
who spend freely (invGodk’s cause) shall
bave a great reward”’ (The Quran,’
57:7). - |

¢ And those who, whea they spend, are.
neither extravagant nor parsimonious,
and keep between the just me'an”"(fhe‘
Qur’an, 25 : 67). |

““They ask thee as to what they should
spEng:l ; say : whatever wealth you;‘spend,'i
it is for the parénts and the near of kin
and the orphans and the needy and the,
wayfarer, and whatever good you do,

“God surely knows it” (The Qur’an;,'
(2 :215).

And a very important  injunction

about spending is .
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“And lhey ask thee as to what they
should spend. Say, what you can spare”
(The Qur’an, 22 : 219).

‘Again '

“‘Those who spend their wealth by _‘

night and by day, secretly and opehlyl,
they shall bave their reward from their
Lord and . they shall have no fear nor
shall they grieve®® (The Qur’an, 2 : 274).

“And tnose who hoard up gold and
do not spend itin the way of God, anno-
unce to them a painful chastisement”’
(The Qur’an, 9 : 34). |

‘And the Hadith tells us :

“‘The best of Muslims is he who is

concerned about tpe affairs of this world -

as well as the affairs of the Hereafter"
(AI Bukhari, Book 6).

© «¢Jt is, not the best of you who rene-
unces thls world for tne Hereafter nor is

he who neglects the Herafter for this.

world ; the best of you is he who takes
from this world as well asthe Hereatter’
(Ibid., Book. 14). , ,

“«There is no_thing wrong in wealth
for him who fear God’’.

The ideal Muslim businessman.is re-
garded as one ‘‘whom neither merchar-
dise nor selling diverfs from the remem-
brancc of God, and the establishment
‘of prayer and the paying of Zakat”
(The Qur’an, 24 : 37) and “‘one who i ls
gcncrous when "he buys, when hc sells
and when be demands his due”
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(Al-Bukhari, Book 1).

And in another Hadith we read :

‘A person will not be able to move on
the Day of Judgment until he bas been
asked four questions: (1) about his
knowledge, how much he acted upon it;
(2) about his time, how he used it ; (3)
about his body, how he exhausted it ;
and, (4) about his ~wealth, how he ac-
quired it and how bevspcnt it" (ibid.,
Book 8).

From the above qu‘estions,'thercfore,
we can see that the highest good of:work
and labour is the using of all our re-
sources in the service of God and man
in order to attain to spmtual bliss and

purlﬁcatlon
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The Rule of Law in Islam — IT

(Continued from 24th October, 1983)
by SA‘AD AHMAD,

Concept of Khilafat

~ The concept of Khilafat has defined
the real position and role of man oD
this earth. In Islam sovercignty vests in

Allah and the man is His vicezerent or

representative. No individual dynasty or
class can be called representative, since
this authority is bestowed on the entir;a
group of people and the community as a
whole, which is ready to fulfil the con-
ditions of representation after subscrib-
ing to the principles of Tawheed and

Risalat. The concept of Khilafat has

placed the whole mankind on an equal
footing and cuts at the roots of artifi-
cial superiority of man over man. The
concept of Akhirat imprints in our
minds the belief in the life after death
and in man’s accountability before Allah

on the Day of Judgement. This sense of-

accountability inspires man to do good
and refrain from doing evil.

The psychological attitude of such a
society and the citizens equipped with
such a training is the guarantee against
any onslaught on the Islamic law, The
concept of Tawheed contribytes to the
formation of a strong public opinion
which acts as the second safeguard. The

followers of Islam imbued with the .

spirit of Tawheed will raise their thun-

~ derous voice against any infringement

on the rule of law and'shall consider no
amount of sacrifice -great in frustrating
the evil designs of the power-drunk ruler
or autocrat in curbing the rule of law or
restricting the fundamental rights guaran-
teed by the Shariah and not by the man-
made law. ‘ ’

Law and Justice | _

The principles laid down by the
Shariah for establishing the rule of law
are highly significant. It is not through
the military or para-military bodies but
only in accordance with the laws of
the Sbarlah that “justice has to be ad-
mlmstered In Islam, law ‘and justice
are synonymous. Law cannot be separa-
ed from juétice-because the goal of Isla-’
mic justice 'is to create .such a healthy

atmosphere_ wherein all the funddmental

‘rights, securlty of life and property can

be guaranteed without any let or hind-
rance. Here law-is always rational and
therefore the dictum ‘justice according
to law’ becomes meaningful only under
the laws of the Sh'ariah. The supreme
Law-giver commands : Judge thou. bet-
ween them by what Allab hath (evcaled
and follow not their vain desircs. (Surah
al-Matdah)

While enforcing the laws of Allah and

~admipistering justice no one need be
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afraid of any person or group of persons.
It has been ordained : Fear not men,
but fear Me and sell not My signs for
a miserable price.” (Surah al-Maidah)

Justice will be administered in accor-
dance with the laws of the Shariah and
its only objective would be to establish
complete justice in the society. The
Qur’an says : But.if thou judgest, judge
between them with equity. Lo ! Allah
loveth the equitgble. (Surah al-Nisa)

51usticé shall be absolutely fair and
free from any malice, hatred or partisan
spirit. The Supreme Law-giver Com-
mands : And let not the hatred of others
to you make you swerve to wrong and
depart from justice. Be just, that is next
to picty and fear Allah for Allah is
well acquainted with all that ye do.
(Surah al-Maidah)

To uphold the scale of truth and jus-
tice it has been proclaimed : O ye who
-believe ; stand out 'ﬁrmly for justice, as
witnesses to Allah, even as against your-
selves or your parents or your kin whe-
ther it be (against) rich or poor : for
Allah can best protect both. Follow
not the lusts (of your hearts) lest ye
swerve and if you distort (justicé) or
decline to do justice, verily Allah is
well acquainted with - all that ye do
(Surah al- Nisa).

His(ory is replete with thousands of ins- . -

tances of judicial pronouncements decided
on the basisof these fundamental princi--
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ples of the Qur’an which are still in-
spiring the oppressed people all over
the world to witness the revival of those
golden days. Onc\e, an aristocratic 1ady
of Medina was convicted on the charge
of theft. Usama bin Zaid pleaded with.
the Prophet, peace and blessings of Allahi
be upon him, for leniency for her. But,
in order to establish the rule of law
firmly in the land and maintain equa-
lity of all human beings before the law,
the Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him, declared : I &wear by
Allah, if my daughter Fatima commits
theft, her hand will also be amputated
as enjoined by Allah.” For uphélding
the scales of truth and justice the
Pfophet, peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him, pronouncéd judgements in
favour of the Jews and against the Mus-

Jlims. Abu Shama, son of Sayyidna Omar
‘having convicted for taking wine, was

sentenced to whipping, which was to
be carried out secretly. Sayyidna Omar,
on being informed of this ordered that
there was no privilege for the Caliph’s
son and decreed that the sentence be

carried on in public. The Governor of

Kufa was also whipped in public for
the same offence. Position or status in -
life . was not at all taken into considera-
tion because equality of all persons in
the eye of law was to bé maintained
strictly . in accordance with the Qur’anic
injunctions. For the theft of his shield,
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Sayyidna Ali, wbo was the Caliph at

that time, had to seck redressal froma

law-court instead of taking recourse to

his executive 'authority.' The court of

justice was not convinced of the evi-
dence given by the witnesses produced
by Sayyidna Ali and gave benefit of
doubt to the accused.

About 1,500 years ago 1t was declared
from the pulpit . that ¢no man is pun-
ishable unless found guilty under the
law. > All these instances spread over
the annals of history like glittering
stars had far-reaching effects in’'mould-
ing the course of justice in the later
days. The autocrat Abbasid Sultan Al-
Mansur of Baghdad had to present
hlmself in the court on receiving summ-

ons from the judge of Madinah which
was issued on a complaint lodged by
some camel-drivers, The Sultan, who
was convicted gracefully accepted the
decision of the court like any other
ordinary citizen. Although in later days,
Islamic injunctions were notinoperation
fully, innumerable rulers and judges of
Indo-Pak-Bangladesh subcontinent set
shining examples of justice by uphold-
ing the rule of law. -

Today the world of Islam is agog
with a new yearmng to rehabilitate
Isldm and- revive its pristine glory.
Everywhere Muslims are on the march.

The demand for the .introduction of

the Islamlc law is a part and parcel
of this overall movement for the revival
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and rehabilitation of Islam'.-I‘nlelleetoh-t
als, specially the lawyers infbued with
the spirit of the Islamic renalssance,
must come forward and take part in
the movement for the mtroductlon of
the Islamic laws.

Thus Spoke the Holy Prophet

<Abu Allah reported that the Pro-
phet, peaece and blessings of. Allah be
upon hnm, said ;: “To abuse a Muslim
is transgression -and to fight him isun-

“belief”. (Bukhari, 2 : 35).

Anas reported on the authority of the
Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be
upan him, He said : ¢“None of you has
faith unless he loves for his brother
what he loves for' himself”’. (Bukhari,
2:6) '

««Religion is falthfulness to Allah and
His Messenger and to the leaders of
Muslims and Muslims is general”. (Bu-
khari, 2 : 42). o

Anas said, the Messenger of Allah,'
peace and blessmgs of Allah be upon
him, said : <None . of you has faith un-
less [ am dearer to him ‘than his father -
and his son and all ma_nkin‘d.j’.‘ ,(Bul_ihf}"
i, 2:7) »

«Uthman said : The Messenger of
Allah, peace and blessings, of Allalf be

upon him, said: <“Whoever dies -while

" he knows _-;hé.,t there is .ho.élqd-but Alleh
| enters paradise.”” (M-Msh., 1) ‘
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(Continued from p. 6)
means in its primary sense ‘‘to be
tranquil, at rest, at perfect peace. and
in its secondary sense, to yield orsurren-
der or resign oneself”’. .

So appropriate is the name of religion
that everything in Islam connotes
.peace. The = greeting in Islam s
Assalam-u-Alaikum which means ‘may
of God be on you'.
prayers, = which

institution of

the peace
And our ~ daily
is- a  fundamental
Islam is never completed unless we
indicate’ to those sitting to our right
and to our left that we wish ¢pzace’ for
them — by saymg Assalam-u- Alaikum
wa Rahmatullah,'j meaning God’s peace
and mercy be hlways upon all of you.
This closing éesturc in Muslim’s prayer
sjkmbolises' that we desire for the entire
world around us, the peace and blessings
of God, as we are created in peace.

Prbmotion of peace

" But Islam is not just religion in
theory. It is a religion to be practised.
Therefore; a Muslim’ -should mnot be
content with simply wishing peace and
love to humanity but he should be
doing the needful and strive for peace
through living a life as outlined - by
the Holy Quran to promote this peace
anh,lovc amongst mankind.

Since Islam means peace and the
entire religion is designed to promote
peace then to deal with such a topic
in: detail would entail having to cover
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the entire Quran, the Muslim Scripture,
that deals with every problem affect-
ing and hampering mankind in its
progress towards ’unit’y and world
peace. -

Peace according to Dictionary means
(a)’ freedom from war or civil strife,
(b) freedom from public disturbance,
or disorder, (c) freedom from di_sagrce¥
ment or quarrels (d) anundisturbed
state of mind — the absence of meatal
conflict. Peace and war are therefore.
experiences which affect an individual
outwardly as well as inwardly.

. Many have been the reasons fora
lack of peace in recent times ; the
most pronounced are :

(1) Racial discrimination and national
pride.
3 (2) Strife among people of ‘diﬁ'c‘rent
creeds or religions. ’

(3) Poverty and Discase. -

All these sitﬁatvillons affect us outward-
ly creating mental conflicts. There can
never be peace in this world nor in our
minds unless a solution is found to im-
prove these situations. |

Islam alone of all world movements
offers solution to these problems. The
Holy Prophet, peace and blessings of

Allah be on him, not only preached

ways and means to solve the accursed
problems, but he “set up a powerful and
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perfect Muslim State in Arabia 1400
years ago to demonstrate to the world

the manner of dealing with these prob-

lems. On the question of race and na-
tional pride he buried this myth by
embodying in the Muslim Constitution :
“All mankind is a single nation’ and
that ¢‘no man regardless of race, natio-

nality etc., is superior to another except

that he may be the more dutxful to h:s
Creator and his fellow-men.””

History h_as .borne testimony to the
success of the Holy Prophet, peace and
‘blcssings of Allah be on him, achieved
in welding the racially divided East into
a powerful single Islamic World of
‘peace’.

~ Poverty and di'sease were unknown
to the Holy Prophet’s ‘“‘world” for he
outlawed all filthy food and drink (e.g.
pork and alcohol) and he perfected and

strictly enforced all the laws of hygiene
‘for his people. The hoarding of wealth

became a criminal act and spontaneous
‘giving away of worldly goods became in

the Holj Prophet’s world a highest act"

of virtue. While the  Apostle declared
that, *Being in state of perfect clean-
liness, half your religion is perfected™.
He also admonished : It is senseless to
pray to God wi'thout;helping your bre-
‘thren .in need. It was by such inspira-
tions that the Holy Prophet, peace and
blessingsof "‘Allah,be on him, <‘outlawed”
poverty and disease. ‘
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The Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah
.be upon him, ended all religious- smfe
by implanting the belief i in the universal
God in the minds of men. He called
upon all men saying : “Come to an
agreement with us that we worship One
God — the Lord of all the - worlds™, It
was from such appeals and practice of
tolerance towards all religions that Islam
had established its universal appeal in
the minds of all seekers of Truth. Thusin
a nutshell we arc made aware of Islam’s
effectiveness in dealing with world
problems and the establishment of

" peace.

Islam invites to peace and in peace
we live in Islam. Let us then take peace
to the world that it may. prevail over
all religions. This is the challenge to
Muslims. Let us take it up and win the
world for Islam in peace.

s s s
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Active Islamic Forces Triumph over
alien Ideology — III

Surrender of Church Dogmas, science and

Secular Forces
(Continued from The Light dated 24th October, 1983)

by DR. ALLAH BAKHSH, LONDON

In the first instalment, it has been
shown from The Mysterious Universe
by 'Sir Jeans that physical (atomic)

science of the twentieth century has.

proved the nineteenth-century science
to be wrong vis-a-vis the _fundam‘ental
concepts of faith, inasmuch as the crea-
tion.is not like an automatic mechanical
‘machine, but created by the will of a
supreme Mind, and works under His
control.)

Moreover, it has ‘been shown from
Dr. Maurice Bucaille’s book, The Btble,
the Quran and Science’’ that a study of
the scfipturés in the light of present-day
science proves the biblical statements
about, creation and life to be unaccept-
able, whereas those of the Qur’an fully
conform to present-day concepts of the
sciences of astronomy, geology, hydro-
logy, biology and embryology.)

In the following lines, it is proposed
to prove from the book ".‘The'Mytk of
God Incarnate’ by seven English theo-
logical scholars that the current Church

notions about Jesus’ being an incarna-
tion of God and therefore a part of
the Divine Nature are not true, they. are
only myths, or metaphonca; or exagger~
ated way of expressing Jesus’ being.
a mortal human being sent by God to
fulfil a special divine purpose of reform,
in common with other prophets such-as

Buddha, Krishna, etc. That the teaching

of all sacred scriptures such as the Heb-
rew or the Buddhist scriptures, * the
Upanis_‘hdas, the Bhagavad Gita, the
Holy Qur’an, etc., are all God’s revela-
the ‘seven

tions” (Logos). Moreover,

honourable scho!ars have agreed to

the need for a contmuous change in

ecclesiastical dogmas and m» bxbhca!
exegesis as being not from a Divine
ortgm but from human sources If

| uch changes, they. say, are not con-
‘tinuously being eﬂ‘ccted, the succccdmg

generations . of present-day Christians

will not honestly accept biblical doctrmes
as truthful.)
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Let me begin by quoting from the .

Preface of the book, <“The Myth of God
Incarnate™ :

¢It is clear to the writers of this book

— as to a great many other Christians

to-day — that Chrisiianity has through-
out its history been a continuously
growing and changing movement. As
a result 1ts theology has developed an
immense rangc of variation as the
church has passed through successive
historical periods and responded to
widely different cultura] circumstances.
Indeed, as T. S. Eliot said, ‘Christianity
is always adapting itself into something
which can be believed’.

«In the nincteenth century, Western
Christianity made two major new ad-
justinen_ts in ‘r'esponsc to important
enlargements of human knowledge : it
accepted that man is part of nature and
has emerged within the evolutlon of
forms of llfe on this earth ; and it
accepted that the books of the Bible were
| written by avariety of human beings, in a
variety of circumstances and cannot be
accorded‘ a verbal divine authority.
Nevertheless, human knowledge conti-
nues to grow at an increasing rate, and
the pr_eséure '.upon \Christianity is:as
strong as g‘e\'/ve_(r. to. go - on adapting 'it-
self into som_t_:thing which can be be-
lieved. -

«The writers of this book are con-

‘Second Person
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vinced that anotherv major theological
development is called for in the last
part of the twentleth century. The
need arises from growing knowledge
of Christian ongms and involves a
recognition that Jesus was (as he is pre-
sented in Acts, 2.21) @ man approved
by 'God for a
divine purpose and that the later con-
ception of him‘asGod incarpate, the
of the Holy Trinity
living a human life, is a mythologzcal‘

special tole "within the

or poetic way af expressing his signifi-
cance for us. This recognitionis called for
in the interests of truth, but it also has
increasingly importaht practical im-
plications for our relatlonshlp to the
peoples of the other great world reli-
gions.” (Paragraphs 1.3, "italics are
mine).

«The adjustments whereby in the
past Christianity has changed in order

to be believable wcre at the time traum-

atic ; but they have made it possible
for many mhabxtams of our modern

science-oriented culture to bc Chr:stlan_s
today. The adjustments ‘that are now
called for — and that have indeed been
in process for several decades — are
not likely to become generally accept-
ed without further ccclcsiastiqal‘tramﬁa.
But we Dbelieve that they will hef]p to

make Christian discipleship possible for

~our children’s children. For Christianity
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can only remain honestly believadle by
being continuously open 1o the truth.”’
(Paragraph %, italics are mine).

“But we have written this book in
order to place its topic firmly on the
azenda of discussion — not least in Eng-
land, where the traditional doctrine of
the incarnation has long been something
of a shibboleth, exemp: fr}ozn reasoned
scrutiny and treated with unquestioning
literalness*’. (Paragraph 7, italics are
mine).

‘However, Mr. John Hick, the worthy
editor of the book, in the ninth chapter,
puts this point more clearly thus :

““I suggest that its character is best ex-
pressed by saying that the idea of divine
incarnation isa mythological idea. And
I am using the term ‘myth’ in the fol-
lowing sense : a myth is a story which is
told but which is not literally trus, or
an idea or image which is applied to
someone or something but which does
not literally apply, but which invites a
particular attitude in its hearers...The
Jesus was God, the Son incarnate is not
Iiterally true, since it has no literal mza-
ning, but it is an application to Jesus of
a mythical concept whose function is
analogous to that of the notion of divine
sonship ascribed in the ancient world to
a king”’ (p. 178).

Mr. John Hick gives the parallel of a
king being called son of God in the an-
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cient world, but Jesus himse!f likened
it to apply to righteous personsin the
religious world. The following dialogue
between Jesus and the Jews is quoted
from the Bible, St. John, chapter {0 :
31-38 :

““Then the Jews took up stones again
to stone him. Jesus answered them,
Many good works have I shewed you
from my Father; for which of those
works do ye stone me? The Jews answer-
ed him, saying, For a good work stone
thee not ; but for blasphemy ; and be-
cause that thou, being a man, makest
thyself God. Jesus answered them, Is
it not written in your law, isaid,Ye
are gods? If he called them gods, unto
whom the word of God came, and the
scripture cannot be brokan; Siy ye of
him, whom the Father hath s:-mctviﬁed,
and sent unto the world, Thou blasphe-
mest; because [ said, I am the Son
of God? If T do notthe works of my
Father, believe me not. But ifI do,
though ye believe me not, that the Father

isinme, and [ in Him.”’

This discourse clearly proves that the
Jews charged Jesus with the blasphemy
of claiming to be son of God in literal
scnse. But Jesus returned their charge
by saying that he was making the claim
of sonshipin a metaphorical sense only,
just like their prophets who were called
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gods in.their scriptures. This allegorical

expression or law of referring'to godly

persons as gods in the scriptures is thc
same,-and if their righteous persons to
whom chme the word of God can “be
called gods, how can his calling him-
seif son of God like them be a blasphe-
my ? |

Thus these seven scholars and ecclesi-

astics  have come to the same conclu-

“sion i »con'sdnance with Jesus’ own ex-

planation because they conceive that
reasoned knowledge and truth do not
allow a literal application.. They also
feel that future Christian‘generations
with a scientific attitude. would not
honestly believe the sonship concept to
~be true in a literal sense. Hence they
feel the great necessity of making a
change in the present literal noti‘on,‘ of
Jesus’ being: God or son of God. This
bold step .of the seven theologians ;'is
not only a wise step, bemg in. accord
wnth Jesus’ own explanauon, but is also
a great advance towards Islam !

Not only has the Holy Qur’an refuted
the Christian concept of Jesus’ godhood
but 1t has also advanced cogent argu-

‘ments and - events in favour of ‘the

above interpretation.

Firstly, as to the Gospels’ not having
divine authority being the writings of
men " in different conditions as: admitted
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by the seven scholars ‘quoted . above,

the Holy Qar an had prophesxcd ‘the
same fourteen centuries’ before

“Woe to thosc who write the book
with their hands, but thcn say, It} is

from Allah, so that they may take some
small price for it. So woe to them’ for

what their- hands write, and_woe to

‘them for what they earn”” ( 2': 79).

“They alter
proper places’ (5': 41).

the words™ from . their

. .Thev question of Jesus’ being a.mortal -

has .been dealt with in the chapter I'/e

- Food :

““Messiah, Mary’s. son, -was only .an
Apostle (llke) other Apostles who passed
away before him. His mother ‘was. a
truthful lady. They both used to partake
of food. Conslder how we - makc the’
messages clear to them! But: see how
they are turned .away from them. He
is surely the Hearmg, the Knowmg
Say, Do you worship besides AHah hnm
who ‘controls nelther harm nor beneﬁt

for you? Allah, 'He alone is the Hear--
‘ing, the Knowing. Declare, oF People of:

the Book, exaggerate not unjustly in
faith, to follow_yunj_urstly your }oyv de-
sires (in- following)" iof a- people: who
went- astray befote you and led: many
astray, and w.,nt astray from the right

'course” (5 75:77).
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In the first verse the status of Jesus
as being a man has been asserted. Two
facts have been advanced to establish
it : he has passed away like other Apos-
tles, and he used to eat like his mother.
Despite making clear these points, they
yet turn away, to worship one who
controls neither harm nor their benefit.
In the last verse the Christians have
been warned not to exaggerate against |
truth, to go astfay like previous people.
A similar verse relates of the Holy Pro-
‘phet, peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him : |
‘.‘Muhamrﬁad is only an Apo'stle (like)
other ~Apo,s}lés who have passed away
before him. If he dies is killed,
wxll ‘you turn back on your feet 2"
: 143).

Ol'

It is related that when the Holy
Prophet Muhamma'd, peace and bles-
ings of Allah be upon him, died,

‘some Companibhs, due to excessive
love for him, would not admit his death.
Thcn came Abu Bakr. Having ascert-
ained that he was dead, he addressed
them quoting this very verse. They
were all consolcd' and accepted the fact
of his death. Had they belicved Jesus
to be alive, could they have been silenc-
ed by the Qur’anic argument ?

The truth' that church dignitaries are
%rcsearching now-a-days in the light of

| ‘
knowledge in order that their future

LIGHT 25

generations may not desert the church
was revealed fourteen hundred years

ago to the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him. ’
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The next issue of the Light will be
Jalsa Number comprising'of issues dated
8th and 24th December. |
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ANNUAL JALSA 1983
The Annual Gathering of Ahmadjyya
‘Anjuman Ishaat- -i-Islam Lahore will be
held on 22nd, 23rd 24th and 25th - of

D.cember, 1983 at Darus ‘Salaam, 5,
Usman Block, New Garden Town,
Lahore. Members of the Lahore Ah-

madiyya Community from
Pakistan and abroad are attending this
Four-Day International | Conference dedi-
cated to the cause of Islam,

all) over



BOOKS ON ISLAM

The unique literature which has wrought transformation in the thmkmg of the
Western world towards Islam

The Holy Qur'an (English Translation
with Arabic Text and Exhaustive Com-
mentary) by Maulana Muhammad Al
Seventh Edition, on Bible paper, pp.
1256, cloth bound. $15.00
Deluxe edition with gloden edge.  $20.00

-“To deny its excellence is to deny light’

of the sun..Maulana Muhammad Ali of
Comrade was enthralled by it.”
— Maulana A bdul Majid Daryabadi.

Living Thoughts of the Prophet Muhammad
by Maulana Mrhammad Ali

“The learned author tells in superb
style about the Holy Prophet—his mis-
sion and his achievements. The treat-
ment of his subject is very logical and
based on authorities of undisputed evi-
dence.— The Civil & Military Gazette,
J.ahore. pp.153,$1.00
A Manual of Hadith
by Maulana Muhammad Ali

- “It is in reality a digest of Islam be-
ing an excellent collection of the Qur’a-
nic quotations and significant sayings of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him), on
numerous subjects, which almost cover
the whole range of human experience.

pp.418,$6.50
The Religion of Islam
by Maulana Muhammad Ali
Pp. XXXVII'+ 710.
Third Revised Edition. $7.50

“l have glanced through parts of it,
it is an extremely useful work almost in-
dispensable to the students of Islam.”

“—  Dr. Muhammad Iqbal,
. Philosopher of Pakistan.

The Poet--

Muhammad in World Scriptures
by Maulana Abdul Hag ,Vidyarthi,.:chho-
lar of Sanskrit and Hebrew, 3 Volumes.
(Second enlarged edltlon) ‘

Pp. 519 (each),,$ 3,00
The Ideal Prophet
by Alhajj Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din.

Pp.200.51.20

A most impressive and erudite “book
on the life of the Prophet Muhammad.
It forcefully depicts various character-
istics of the life of the Prophet at the
‘Ideal Exemplar’ It .also cogently deals
with the Western criticism levelled against
the ‘most successful of the Prophets’.

Jesus in Heaven on Earth
by Al-Hajj Khwaja Nazir Ahmad, pp. 424,
76 Illustrations. Fifth Edition. $ 4.00 :

It provides information that: Hazrat
Maryam is buried at Mari (Murree), Jesus
died in Kashmir, Judas Thomas, the twin
brother of Jesus Christ visited Taxila and
Kashmir and died nezr Madras (India).:
“An extraordinary book, dealing in an
extraordinary manner with an extraordi-
nary subject.”” The Dawn, Karachi,
Anecdotes from the Life of the Prophet

Muhammad
by Mumtaz Ahmad Faruqui

“Anecdotes from the life of the Pro-
phet are really illustrative of the' life he

lived. The profound meaning of Islam

has been brought to life. —Amrit Bazar
Patrika, Calcutta. ‘ pp. 102, 5 0.60
' DARUL KUTUB ISLAMIA
~ 5 -Usman Block, New Garden Town
Lahore - 16 (Pakistan)
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